
 I confess: I was an unapologetic Dittohead. 
Do you even remember what that meant? 
It meant that the person was a fan of Rush 
Limbaugh’s radio show, and of Rush himself. 
Yep. I was. 
 Rush recounted his dad’s well-researched, 
factual story of Thanksgiving each year, 
wanting to correct the sloppy (or deliberate?) 
stories we were taught about that time. I 
offer this account to you as a Thanksgiving 
blessing. -- Linda
 The story of the Pilgrims begins in the early 
part of seventeenth century. . . . The Church 
of England under King James was persecut-
ing anybody and everybody who did not rec-
ognize its absolute civil and spiritual authority. 
The government was god, the government 
was the religion, the government was the 
church. And those who challenge that, those 
who believed strongly in freedom of worship, 
were hunted down, they were imprisoned and 
sometimes executed for their religious beliefs 
in 1600s England.
 So a group of separatists, people that 
didn’t want any part of this, they’d had their 
limit, first fled to Holland. That’s right. The 
Pilgrims did not come on the same route as 
the Titanic. They didn’t come from England. 
They fled to Holland and they established a 
community there. And after 11 years, 40 of 
them agreed to make the journey to what was 
then called the New World, where they knew 
they would certainly face hardships. But the 
promise was that they could live and worship 
God according to the dictates of their own 
consciences. . . .
 So August 1, 1620, the Mayflower set 
sail. There were 
102 passengers, 
including 40 
Pilgrims. . . . They 
were led by a man 
named William 
Bradford.
 On the journey, 
Bradford set up an agreement, a contract 
that established — well, what it was, was 
socialism. Just and equal laws for all mem-
bers of the new community, quote, unquote, 
irrespective of their religious beliefs. Where 
do the revolutionary ideas expressed in the 
Mayflower Compact come from? These 
are religious people. They came from the 
Bible. The Pilgrims were a people that were 
completely steeped in the lessons of the 
Old and New Testaments. And the Pilgrims 
looked to the ancient Israelites for their 
example, and because of the biblical prec-
edents in Scripture, they didn’t doubt their 
experiment would work.
 They were people with incredible faith. 
The journey to the New World was long, 
it was arduous. When they landed in New 
England in November, according to Brad-
ford’s journal, they found a cold, barren, 
desolate wilderness. No friends to greet 
them, no dock, no Motel 6, no gas stations, 
no strip mall, nothing. Rocks and coastline. 
No houses. There were no hotels, no inns, 
and the sacrifices they had made for free-
dom were just beginning.
 During the first winter, half of them died, 
including William Bradford’s own wife, of ei-
ther starvation, sickness, or exposure. When 
spring finally came, Indians, Native Ameri-
cans, did indeed teach the settlers how to 
plant corn, how to fish for cod, skin beavers 
for coats. Life improved for the Pilgrims, but 
they didn’t prosper. Not yet.
 Now, this is important to understand, 
because this is where modern American 
history lessons end. This is what the modern 
Thanksgiving story is. Pilgrims show up, don’t 
know what they’re doing, nothing for them, 
no place to stay, they’re starving. The Indians 
fed them, showed them how to feed them-
selves and make coats and stay warm and 
Thanksgiving happened.
 That’s not the story. That’s not why the 
Pilgrims gave thanks. That’s not why George 
Washington proclaimed the first Thanksgiving 
holiday. The Indians did indeed help them, 
and they learned how to plant corn, and they 
had a big feast. And we celebrate that today. 
But Thanksgiving is actually explained in 
textbooks as a holiday for which the Pilgrims 
gave thanks to the Indians for saving their 
lives, rather than what it was.
 The Pilgrims’ Thanksgiving was a thanks 
to God for helping them in their belief in Him 
and Scripture and to arranging their affairs 
and forming their colony in a way that ulti-
mately they could survive. And if you doubt 
this, go look at George Washington’s first 
Thanksgiving proclamation when Thanksgiv-
ing became a national holiday. . . .
 You cannot escape the fact that Thanksgiv-
ing was a national holiday rooted in thanking 
God for America. That was George Wash-
ington’s purpose. Thanksgiving was to thank 
God for America, for everything that had 
happened leading to the founding of America, 
everything. Washington, many of the found-
ers felt divine inspiration throughout the entire 
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period of time following the Pilgrims’ arrival.
 Now, here’s the part that’s been omitted 
from the textbooks. Remember that original 
contract that the Pilgrims all signed aboard 
the Mayflower. Well, they had merchant 
sponsors. They didn’t have any money. They 
had people paying them, sponsoring their 
trip. They didn’t have the money to make the 
trip themselves. These sponsors were in Hol-
land and London. They had to be repaid.
 So that contract called for everything the 
Pilgrims produced to go into a common store, 
a single bank account, if you will. And each 
member of the community was entitled to an 
equal share of the gross. This was fair. This 
was equal. This was same. All the land they 
cleared, the houses they built, they belonged 
to the community as well.
 Nobody owned anything. Everything was 
owned by the community, everybody equal 
share to all of it. They were gonn-a distribute 
it equally. Everybody would get the same, 
everybody would be the same. All the land 
they cleared, the houses they built, belonged 
to the community.
 Nobody owned anything. It was a com-
mune. It was Humboldt County, California, 
minus the weed. They even had organic 
vegetables. Now, William Bradford, who had 
become the new governor of the colony, 
recognized that this wasn’t working. They 
weren’t making any money to pay off the 
sponsors. But you know what else was hap-
pening? Since everybody got an equal share 
no matter what, there were some lazy sloths. 
Yes. Some of the original Pilgrims, some of 
their offspring just sat around and did nothing 
all day while the others picked up the slack.
 And Bradford saw this isn’t gonna work. 
And so they essentially tore up that first con-
tract, which, they didn’t know it, but that was 
socialism. And what they did was create a 
new community based on what we would call 
capitalism today. The more you produce, the 
more you got to keep. The harder you work, 
the greater were the fruits of your labors. If 
you wanted a bigger home than somebody 
else, and you could afford to build it, you did 
it, you didn’t have to share it.
 And this change unleashed everything, and 
the Pilgrims became a going economic con-
cern. And they experienced economic plenty 

far greater than any they had had under the 
previous Mayflower Compact arrangement. 
Bradford writes about all of this in his journal, 
and it is for this that the original Pilgrims gave 
thanks. Not to the Indians saving them, but to 
God for helping them to survive and thrive in 
a place none had ever been.
 . . . now, here’s where this gets good. Wil-
liam Bradford, the governor of the colony, 
after abandoning the original compact and 
then converting to, “Hey, you can keep what 
you earn and earn as much as you produce,” 
when free enterprise was turned loose [ac-
cording to] Bradford’s journal, this had very 
good success, “for it made all hands industri-
ous so as much more corn was planted than 
otherwise would have been.”
 In other words, they had economic growth, 
they had prosperity because there was per-
sonal incentive rather than everybody getting 
a share of what others, some, not everybody 
else produced. And so the Pilgrims found 
that they had more food than they could eat 
themselves.
 Now, this is where what you’ve been told 
about Thanksgiving enters the picture. The 
Pilgrims had more than they could share, 
more than they could eat, more food than 

they could serve each other. They invited 
the Indians. They set up trading posts. They 
exchanged goods with the Indians, and the 
profits finally allowed them to pay off the 
debts to the sponsors, the merchants in Lon-
don and Holland who had sponsored them.
 But it was the sharing of the bounty that 
was created by the change in governing 
structure that led to the plenty that allowed 
them to invite the Indians and share all of this 
with them. That’s the story most people get, 
but they’ve been mistaught that the Indians 

provided all the food ’cause the Pilgrims were 
incapable. It is the exact opposite.
 RUSH: Now, there just one more time ele-
ment to this, The True Story of Thanksgiving. 
You may or may not have heard the story of 
the great Puritan migration. That is what hap-
pened after the Pilgrims original two or three 
years setting up shop. Now, this is fundamen-
tally important to understand.
  The great Pilgrim migration occurred 
because of the overwhelming success at 
growing their community. The word of what 
the Pilgrims had done spread — I mean, 
there are ships going back and forth, New 
World to England and Europe all the time, 
and word spread of this newfound prosper-
ity, of this New World, of the new opportu-
nities, of the religious freedom and other 
freedoms that had been created after the 
arrival of the Pilgrims.
 Had none of that happened, had the real 
story of Thanksgiving been that the Pilgrims 
were a decrepit bunch, out of place and 
didn’t know how to take care of themselves 
and if it weren’t for the Indians they would 
have died, there would have been no reason 
for anybody to follow ’em. It would have been 
judged a failure. But it was anything but. And 
it’s not taught today.
 But the fact of the matter is that the Pil-
grims — they were not ideologues. It wasn’t 

that somebody said, “We’re gonna try social-
ism.” It’s just the way they set it up. They 
wanted to be fair with everything. It was a 
natural thing. “We’ll have a common store. 
Everybody has one share, and everything we 
do and make goes into that bank, and every-
body gets an equal percentage of it.” Well, 
human nature interceded, and there were 
some lazy people that didn’t do anything, 
they don’t have to, they were entitled to an 
equal share no matter what they did.
 That didn’t work very long. They set up 
free enterprise where the fruits of your labor 
determined what you got, what you had, and 
what you’re able to do. And it formed the 
basis of . . . the arrangements they had as a 
community. Well, it was so successful, and 
that’s what they gave thanks for.
 These were deeply religious people. 
They were giving thanks for having been 
shown the light, and the word spread, and 
that began the Great Puritan Migration, and 
that’s when the flood of European arriv-
als began, after the success of the original 
Plymouth colony.
 That’s never taught as part of the original 
Thanksgiving story, and now you know it. 
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• News if any re: road work.
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