
On The Lighter Side . . . Contributed from the Web
Intro:  I don’t know if you identify with the 
following article, but I sure do!  The card 
readers at our checkstands seem to behave 
just as described below.  It seems that I 
mess up the sequence easily and that the 
reader is screaming at me – “Bra-a-a-p, Bra-
a-a-p! Bra-a-a-p!!!”.  I guess it’s because I’m 
an uncoordinated moron, or at least, so that 
little device seems to think! -- LG
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 Hey man, how’s it going? Thank you for 
shopping with us today, we appreciate your 
business during these troubling times. Now 
if you don’t mind just go ahead and leave 
your debit card inserted.
Keep it inserted...
 Please don’t pull your card out yet...
 Please allow the transaction to complete...
 Not yet...
 REMOVE YOUR DEBIT CARD NOW! 
HOLY SMOKES WHY HAVEN’T YOU RE-
MOVED YOUR DEBIT CARD YET? WE’RE 
ALL GOING TO DIE!
 Please remove your debit card from the 
chip reader and continue with check-out.
 Whew! That was a close one. Oops! It 
looks like that didn’t quite go through. Can 
you insert your card agai-
 EH EH EH! WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
THAT’S TOO SOON! WHY WOULDN’T 
YOU WAIT UNTIL I WAS FINISHED. 
ARE YOU TRYING TO GET EVERYONE 
KILLED?
 Now, please remove your card and we 
can try again to complete this transaction 
from the top -
 EH EH EH! EH EH EH! FOR THE LOVE 
OF ALL THAT IS GOOD AND DECENT 
WHY OH WHY HAVE YOU REMOVED 
YOUR DEBIT CARD EARLY?! HOW CAN 
I-? WHY WOULD YOU-? TRANSACTION 
TERMINATED.
 *INITIATING 20-KILOTON SELF-DE-
STRUCT SEQUENCE*

 Do you feel like a treasure? In particular, do 
you feel like God’s treasure? I sure don’t!
 When I saw Pastor Ray Bentley’s daily 
email entitled “You Are a Treasure”, it caught 
my attention. Why? Because I feel like any-
thing but anyone’s “treasure”!
 Bentley writes “We are indeed sinners, 
for ‘all have fallen short of the glory of God.’ 
That fact has been drilled into the church for 
centuries. But the inference is that we are not 
just sinners but worthless sinners and God 
doesn’t really like us all that much.”
 I agree with that! I have long viewed God 
as somewhat remote, stern, critical, picking 
up on every single little thought that I have, 
both good and especially bad. That image 
of God comes from churchianity and religion 
and is firmly planted in my head, so I con-
stantly try to correct it. I do feel like a worth-
less sinner and that God doesn’t really like 
me all that much. As a matter of fact, even I 
don’t like me that much! 
 Pastor Bentley then points out how the 
apostle Paul opened his letter to the Ephe-
sians, addressing them as saints, recipients 
of God’s grace and and favor and peace. 
Paul goes on to describe the unbelievable 
things God has done for His followers:
• Blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing
• Chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before Him
• Predestined us for adoption through 

Christ
• Given us redemption and forgiveness of 

our badness
• Lavished grace and kindness on us
• Sealed us with the promised Holy Spirit, 

who guarantees the we DO belong to God!
 That list is amazing if you read it again, for 
the first time. First, it describes a God who has 
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FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS
We honor Pastor Ray’s life by 
continuing to share the daily
devotions he prepared for 
you, his precious readers.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like trea-
sure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
—Matthew 13:44
 I have been a pastor/teacher for a long 
time and am disturbed by what some of 
my colleagues teach. We are indeed sin-
ners, for “all have fallen short of the glory 
of God.” That fact has been drilled into the 
church for centuries.
 But the inference is that we are not just 
sinners but worthless sinners and God 
doesn‘t really like us all that much.
 After all, when the apostle Paul wrote 
to the church at Ephesus, he opened his 
letter with, “To the dirty, rotten, worthless 
sinners who live in Ephesus” — right?
 No!
 He wrote, “To the saints who are in 
Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 
Grace to you and peace.”
 The truth is, God loved us even when 
we were sinners.
 Jesus taught, “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and hid; and for joy 
over it he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field” Matthew 13:44.
 We are His treasure.
 When we repent, we are changed. 
When we turn from our way of thinking, 
living, and believing, and begin to follow 
the Lord into new territory, then and only 
then do we experience what God prom-
ised: We are transformed by the renewing 
of our minds (Romans 12:2), we are “new 
creations” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We don’t 
have to live with fear, worries, and anxiety. 
These are the idols of a past without God.
 The children of Israel followed Joshua 
into the river, crossed the Jordan, and 
entered the Promised Land. Their true 
identity and inheritance became reality the 
moment they stepped into the water.
 Passover was the night the nation was 
born. But the day they crossed the Jordan, 
the nation was baptized and revived as 
they stepped forward in obedience.
 When we accept God’s love for us, our 
identity as His children grows stronger, 
and the power of God’s kingdom can be 
manifested in our lives.
 “Sinner” is no longer our true identity. 
We have been forgiven and cleansed of all 
unrighteousness the moment we repent.
 We are God’s treasure, His beloved.
 Despite our failings, weaknesses, dis-
obedience, and acts of rebellion, He trea-
sures us enough to send His Son to sacri-
fice Himself for us. We are His brave and 
triumphant children who follow Him into the 
river, unafraid, ready to face giants, smash 
idols, and receive our inheritance.

thought a lot about us and put 
together a plan to reunite us 
with Him, even after mankind 
spit in His face way back 
when, and continually ever 
since. He WANTS us back! 
Second, this God is warm, 
kind, and welcoming, not 
stern, remote and angry. Third, 
this is a God who knows that we humans are 
not good enough to enter His Kingdom as is, 
so He provides for us a way back Home. His 
own Son, Jesus of Nazareth, was executed on 
our behalf, so all we have to do is to sign on, 
turn our lives around, and follow Him! We find 
the narrow path that leads to His Kingdom and 
stick to it like glue. “Enter by the narrow gate. 
For the gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it 
are many. For the gate is narrow and the way 
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it 
are few. (Matthew 7:13-14)
 It is hard for me to fully believe, as I imagine 
may be for you, too, that God is a smiling and 
warm God. Part of our problem is that we don’t 
have His kind of forgiveness for others in our 
own hearts. We get annoyed, angry, or furious 

this is a God who knows that we humans are when others do bad things or let us down or 
betray us, so we can hardly believe that God 
doesn’t react to things the same way we do. At 
least, so it is with me, and I see myself de-
serving His annoyance and even anger at the 
things I do and especially the thoughts I have.
 Pastor Bentley ends the short article with 
this wonderful encouragement:  “Sinner” is 
no longer our true identity. We have been 
forgiven and cleansed of all unrighteousness 
the moment we repent. We are God’s trea-
sure, His beloved. Despite our failings, weak-
nesses, disobedience, and acts of rebellion, 
He treasures us enough to send His Son to 
sacrifice Himself for us. We are His brave and 
triumphant children who follow Him into the 
river, unafraid, ready to face giants, smash 
idols, and receive our inheritance.

 And the Apostle Paul 
writes, in 2 Corinthians 
5: 17,20: Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; 
behold, the new has 
come. . . . Therefore 
we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God mak-
ing His appeal through 
us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.
 Those of us who 
commit our lives to 
God should practice 
realizing (making 
REAL to ourselves) 
that we are God’s trea-
sure and that He really 
loves us like a good 
father loves his kids, 
and infinitely more! 
 Then, urgently pass it 
on, for the time 
is short.
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The Road Not Taken
Robert Frost

TWO roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the fi rst for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if  I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.


