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What To Say?
 Years ago, when Gommel (my dad) 
had to fill the commentary space in our 
ad, Kathryn would present him with 
an empty page to show him what he 
needed to fill up. He would look at that 
vast emptiness and wonder what to do 
with all that space.
 I have the same problem now, one 
or even two decades later. Debbie and 
Kathryn do the layout and graphics 
for pages 1-3, which includes the vast 
emptiness on page 2 that is supposed to 
become the commentary page. Debbie 
will bring to 
me that empty 
page, which 
sometimes 
has a few 
things I’ve 
given her 
during the 
week, but 
the rest 
must be 
filled up.
 This 
week, 
it’s a 
smaller 
emptiness that 
I need to fill, because I found a great 
article I wanted her to put in. Unfortu-
nately it didn’t fill the whole space as I 
had hoped, so I still have a column to fill. 
Aaahh! What to say?
 The struggle I face each week is 
whether to keep dealing with ugly reality 
(along with the wonderful call of God out 
of this mess if we give our lives and wills 
to Him), or whether to write on lighter 
topics. It gets harder and harder to bring 
light stuff because the days are evil and 
I feel compelled to sound the alarm, 
as God would have His people do. 
Hopefully you who read this are either 
strengthened and encouraged, or if you 
haven’t made that commitment to God, 
you consider doing so in light of the fact 
that time is short.
 I will try to include more light stuff 
(and we have the cartoons below to 
help with that), but when God seems 
to present something important, that’s 
what I must do.
 The article here is by Jan Markell of 
Olive Tree Ministries, whose main mis-
sion is her radio show focused on the 
Bible and end-times prophecy. I have 
heard her speak a number of times and 
find her to be solid in her thinking, i.e. 
in tune with God’s Holy Spirit. She does 
use terms and phrases we in our little 
group try to avoid, like “Tribulation”, 
“Rapture”, and she assumes a narrative 
and timeline of the end that we HOPE is 
true but don’t assume it like so many do.
 I found her article to be a succinct and 
informative summary of what’s going 
on globally, including here in our own 
country. It’s important that you know this 
and keep it in the forefront of your mind. 
Things are happening at warp speed, so 
please read at least what I put in bold let-
ters, and then decide what you think God 
wants of you in these times.
 We know the fundamentals of what He 
wants of you: Your whole life, your will, 
your commitment, to serve Him. Now 
the question is, how do you carry it out, 
especially in light of the ugly reality we 
see in this world.

by Jan Markell, Understanding the Times, Olive 
Tree Olive Tree Ministries
 I have been watching the convergence of 
the so-called signs of the times ever since 
someone handed me Hal Lindsey’s “LateGreat 
Planet Earth” many years ago. The book got 
my attention! Since then, I am fascinated with 
how Bible prophecy is being fulfilled now for 
several decades.
 The apocalypse is in the air!
 But in the last few years, things are hap-
pening so quickly that observers of the 
times can’t keep up. It’s as though the Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse are now out of 
the barn, but they can’t make their global ap-
pearance until the Church is called Home in the 
Rapture. The Bible is clear that we will be with 
Jesus in Heaven before these riders begin their 
deadly trek across planet earth.
 Here is a very short list of things I am 
noting in this year of 2022, indicating time 
is winding down and we will be whisked away 
very soon. 
 • We already see the formation of this 
coming New World Order through the U.N. 
and the World Economic Forum (WEF). 
Without firing a shot, they have gained the al-
legiance of most world leaders for their Marxist 
plans to enslave the people of the world. The 
globalists believe they have the means to re-
shape the world, according to their agenda, via 
the influence they have gained over the global 
leaders of our day. A one-world government will 
be birthed once the Church vacates! The play-
ers are in place. 
 • Three words in the Bible jumped out at me 
recently: “without natural affection” (II Tim. 3:3). 
That hap-
pens to a final 
generation. 
But, who could 
have imagined 
today’s society 
celebrating 
the trans 
movement, 
homosexual 
marriage, and 
the slaugh-
tering of the 
unborn? All of these operate “without natural 
affection.”
 And these issues are a leftist obsession! 
They love every imaginable aberration. Those 
standing for biblical values, such as pro-life 
groups, are under literal violent attack!
 • That same passage opens talking about 
“perilous times.” Sure, we’ve had perilous 
times since WWI. The destruction of WW2 
was unthinkable. But, now Russia’s lunatic 
leader is threatening the world with nukes. 
One could be unleashed before this magazine 
reaches your mailbox. There are more than 40 
wars or serious conflicts raging in the world 
right now, displacing millions and often involv-
ing circumstances that are, indeed, perilous.
 • Let me spend an extra moment on econom-
ic issues, inflation, and famine, all proph-
esied to occur during Daniel’s 70th Week, or the 
Tribulation, the “time of Jacob’s trouble.” Are we 
not seeing the stage-setting for that now?
 As the food “apocalypse” approaches, 
the poorest peoples will suffer as they always 
do. But it is feared that the pain will rapidly 
move up the global food chain. With that comes 
a surge in political turbulence, humanitarian 
crises, and global instability.
 Add to this the shortage of fertilizer and 
the word apocalypse is, indeed, appropriate 
and not over used here. U.S. farmer senti-
ment plummeted in May as producers have 
become anxious about their farms’ financial 

health. More than 60% of farmers predict farm 
input prices to be at least 30% higher this year 
compared to 2021.
 Throw in the mysterious destruction of 
multiple food processing plants and in 
June, the deaths of thousands of cattle from 
excessive heat—or was it foul play?
 Also in June, the soaring stock market took a 
nose dive and Fed Chairman, Jerome Powell, 
admitted they are looking at replacing cash 
with digital currency.
 Surely the black horse is ready to ride!
 • To be blunt, economies around the world 
are on the verge of collapse. JP Morgan 
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon is warning about a 
“coming economic hurricane.” He states, 
“Right now, it’s kind of sunny; things are doing 
okay. Everyone thinks the Fed can handle 
this—but that hurricane is out there, down the 
road and coming our way. We don’t know if it’s 
Superstorm Sandy or Andrew. You better brace 
yourself.” 
 • How can I not reference the raging apos-
tasy, the wolves among the flock, and the doc-
trine of demons all thriving in many churches 
today? This sad state of church affairs may 
be one of the most significant signs of the times 
out there.
 In May we learned that a new study from the 
Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian 
University found that just 37% of Christian 
pastors in America have a biblical worldview. 
A spiritual awakening is needed in the pulpit 
just as much as in the pews! Imagine that two-
thirds of our pastors (all denominations) don’t 
have a biblical worldview!
 • As this goes to press, Israel is sounding 

the war 
drums. In 
the face of 
Iran’s con-
tinued de-
velopment 
of nuclear 
capability 
(she’s al-
most there), 
the Israeli 
Air Force 
has devel-

oped a new capability to fly its F-35 jets from 
Israel to Iran without requiring mid-air refueling.
 This development is a boost to the IAF ca-
pabilities and comes as the Israeli military has 
upped its preparations for a strike against 
Iran’s nuclear capabilities—a scenario pos-
sible even yet this summer! This may be the 
most stunning geopolitical development of 
2022—even more grave than Russia’s brutal 
invasion of Ukraine.
 Throw into the mix the collapse of Israel’s 
government in June. Word has it that Joe 
Biden and his administration will do everything 
they can to prevent a return of Benjamin Netan-
yahu, one of Israel’s finest leaders.
 I have provided just a few short bullet points 
that I have kept my eye on here in 2022 that tell 
me the King is coming any day. I could list doz-
ens more. We are trending towards the Tribula-
tion, the “time of Jacob’s trouble.” And while 
believers can rejoice at our destination, remem-
ber that contained in the above situations are 
much suffering and perplexity globally. And 
human beings cannot solve these problems. 
That is why the word “perplexity” is seen in 
Luke 21:25.
 The King of Kings must return to estab-
lish His earthly Kingdom on earth and clean 
up chaos, confusion, and consternation 
brought about by the Antichrist and his 
minions. The stage is being set now. The 
curtain for the last act could rise any day.

Trending Towards the Tribulation

From The Babylon Bee

These days, Christians, I've found, are genuine 
in asking the Lord to rescue us out of this spiri-
tually darkening  - dare I say, insane - world.

Compromise: Texas says abortion can 
remain legal but the baby gets an AR-
15 to defend himself. "Officer, give the ticket to her. She does the 

driving. I just sit behind the wheel and do 
what I'm told."From The Babylon Bee

Trump smites rock with nine-iron, cuas-
ing it to spew forth cheap gasoline.

IMAGINE TELLING YOUR CHILDREN 
YOU SHOULD HAVE HAD THE RIGHT 
TO KILL THEM AT ANY POINT.
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I was considering reselling 
my guns to the government 
but after a quick background 
check discovered they have 
a history of violence and 
instability.


