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We honor Pastor Ray’s life by 
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you,his precious readers.

On The Lighter Side . . . Contributed from the Web

 Happy Father’s Day!  Hopefully it is happy 
for you.  Hopefully you have, or had, a good 
or great father. Hopefully you were as favored 
(blessed) by God as I was, with one of the 
best fathers you could have.
 My dad was a great Every-man.  He was 
intelligent, educated, articulate; capable of 
doing, fixing, managing, designing, preaching, 
teaching; and no one was more sincere than 
he was in living up to his own teachings and 
following God with his whole heart. (Ya think I 
might have admired him? Duh!)
 And then there were those times when he 
messed up just like the rest of us.  A clas-
sic story came from our time at the Hitchin 
Post Market, where he and an assistant did 
auto repair for customers.  In the mid-70’s, 
we bought a used engine analyzer so they 
could more easily diagnose a troubled engine.  
They were excited and ready to go as they 
hooked it up to the car’s engine and then 
turned it on.  Nothing happened.
 After checking and re-checking connec-
tions, re-reading the instructions, and trying 
everything they knew to get it going, they 
finally called the manufacturer (or the guy that 
sold it to us?).  The first thing the guy asked 
was, “Did you plug it in?”  Plug it in??!!??  
Ohh-h-h-h.  You 
gotta plug it in??
 Well, dang.  
When they 
plugged it in, it 
worked.  What a surprise!  That little incident 
was one of the classics that gave us many 
laughs over the years!  Fortunately my dad was 
willing to laugh at himself at times like that.
 What would it have been like to be Joseph, 
“father” of Jesus, during his engagement to 
Mary, when she told him she was pregnant.  
Talk about a dilemma!  In a society where 
chastity and virginity were highly valued, and 
in which a woman who had broken the rules 
likely would be stoned to death, Joseph had 
to decide what to do.  He was informed by an 
angel that yes, Mary was pregnant, but by the 
Holy Spirit, not by a man, and that her Son 
was the promised Redeemer of mankind!  How 
would you like that burden laid on your back?
 What kind of a father do you suppose Jo-
seph was?  Imagine having to decide whether 
to discipline this little kid, training Him in the 
ways of God, while knowing who He was!  
Would you send Him to His room for a time-
out, or would you fall on your knees before 
Him?  We are told that Jesus was fully human 
and fully God.  How was poor old Joseph sup-
posed to deal with that?
 Think about what Abraham (of the Old Tes-
tament) faced when God told him he was to 
sacrifice his son Isaac to prove his loyalty and 
obedience to God? What kind of father did he 
look like to Isaac as he tied him up, placed 
him on the altar, and raised the knife to kill 

Abba, Father!

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity."
Ecclesiastes 1:2

 How did Solomon, once the richest, wis-
est, and perhaps most powerful king in the 
world, fall into such despair that his whole 
life seemed vain and empty?
 How does one who knows, sees, and 
receives so much from God end up in 
despair?
 How do strong believers who once 
tasted the goodness of the Lord end up 
bitter, cynical, and despairing of life? 
 I’ve seen it over and over again.
 OK, you might be thinking. You’ve got 
me. I’m jaded. I’m cynical. Solomon was 
right. It is all vanity and there’s not a lot 
I can do about it. So eat, drink and be 
merry….for tomorrow we really will die.
 A friend said that to me one day. He quit 
pretending to be spiritually healthy. He 
admitted his weaknesses openly and con-
fessed that his soul was in despair.
 I appreciated his honesty and told him 
what I have told many people: look up!
 I know that sounds like a cliché, but I’ve 
learned that there’s a spiritual, emotional, 
mental, and even physical discipline in-
volved. Turning our eyes, hearts, and minds 
—even our faces—upward toward the Lord 
is an act we have to ask the Lord for the 
strength to predetermine to do. 
 “Despair is a greater sin than all the 
sins which provoke it, “ C.S. Lewis said, 
making a strong point.
 While we cannot control the circum-
stances of our lives, we can choose how 
we respond.
 “Oh yeah?” my friend countered. “What if 
you’re so depressed you can’t choose?”
 What if your despair is so heavy that 
you cannot even think of looking up men-
tally or physically?
 Cling to and recite out loud so you can 
hear the words of the Bible: “O Lord, you 
have lifted me up…You, O Lord, are the lifter 
of my head…”(Psalm 30:1; 3:3).
 Read the Psalms over and over, and 
learn how to go from despair to victory.
 A cry to God, one move toward Him, 
and He will answer.
 The answer may be in the form of fam-
ily, friends, counselors, or other help, but 
He will provide whatever it takes.
 God will give you 
strength to look 
up, see again the 
person of Jesus, 
and pray for a fresh 
vision of God, who 
He is, and how 
much He loves you!

He will provide whatever it takes.
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him?  I don’t suppose Isaac felt like wishing 
his father “Happy Father’s Day, Dad.”
 Jesus, when in the Garden of Gethse-
mane, as He was struggling with the reality 
that He was to suffer in the worst possible 
way when they would nail Him to the cross, 
right through His hands and feet, appealed to 
God, His real Father:

 What did Jesus mean when He said, “Abba, 
Father”?  I looked up the meaning of “Abba”, 
having been told that it means Dad or Daddy 
or Papa, the same as we use for our earthly 
fathers.  One commentator said that it means 
more than just “Dad” or ‘Daddy”:
 The true meaning of Abba is “Father, I will 
obey you.” Both elements must be present:
 Intimacy. Jesus is in a trying time in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, so he withdraws to 
be alone with God in prayer. This is an inti-
mate experience with the Father.
 An obedient heart. The substance of Je-
sus’ prayer that begins with Abba expresses 
a willingness to obey. . . . So, praying “Abba” 
means “Father, I will obey you.”
 Fortunately, no matter what kind of father 
we had in this life, we are promised that we 
will have an eternal Father, God Himself, if we 
choose to obey Him and to be His children in 
an intimate relationship with Him.

 The tragedy of this day and age is how 
fatherhood has been mocked, scorned, dis-
torted, and corrupted.  Families have been de-
stroyed.  Weddings are almost rare. So many 
enter adulthood having had no father at all, or 
multiple fathers or hookups for the mother.  We 
even use the term “baby daddy” since there is 
no way a particular person is a father! 
 How many “families” have siblings, step-
siblings, half-siblings, 3 or 4 sets of grand-
parents, and family members scattered all 
over the place?  What kind of an image can 
so many have of God the Father, Who also is 
Creator of the Universe and Who desires that 
close and loving relationship with us, but Who 
also demands our obedience to Him? Do we 
moderns even know what a father should be?
 Let’s at least be sure that we ourselves and 
others of our families are in intimate relation-
ship with our heavenly Father, living in obedi-
ence to Him, so that we, too, can call Him 
“Abba, Father”!

STILL HAMMERING
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last nine months’ Hammer Strike 
campaign against the illegal pot 
farms to the San Bernardino 
County Board of Supervisors:
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And going a little farther, he fell on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were pos-
sible, the hour might pass from him. And 
he said, “Abba, Father, all things are pos-
sible for you. Remove this cup from me. 
Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 

Mark 14:35-36

 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. . . . you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit him-
self bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in or-
der that we may also be glorified with him. 

Romans 8:14-17, portions


