
EEk!  I’m TrappEd!
	 Help!		I’m	trapped	and	I	can’t	
get	out!		Electronics	everywhere!		
These	devices	and	electronic	giz-
mos	are	running	my	life!		I	feel	like	
I’m	in	technology	jail!
	 On	a	personal	level,	I’ve	be-
come	more	and	more	surrounded,	
enmeshed,	completely	captured	
by	the	devices	I	use.		Of	course,	
I	have	what	I	think	are	good	
reasons	for	each	one.		They	keep	
me	functional	in	this	fast-moving	
busy	life	of	helping	to	keep	this	
store	stocked	and	running	more	or	
less	smoothly.		But	I	can	still	hear	
Gommel	(my	dad	who	started	this	
whole	enterprise),	who	still	sits	on	
my	shoulder	nattering	at	me	all	the	
time.		He	would	DIE	to	see	how	
we	are	in	the	grip	of	electronics	
everywhere.
	 We	think	of	our	cell	phones	or	
computer	tablets	as	our	first	per-
sonal	encounter	with	electronics,	
but	really,	the	whole	thing	started	
a	little	over	a	century	ago,	and	has	
now	gained	speed	like	you	wouldn’t	
believe.		When	my	dad	was	born	
in	1921,	telephones	were	still	a	
marvel	and	mostly	used	party	lines,	
with	a	person	at	a	switchboard	con-
necting	the	caller	to	the	callee	(is	
that	even	a	term?	–	No.)		I	gather	
that	the	operator	often	knew	the	
callers	and	they	could	gossip	and	
chitchat	between	them.
	 Radios	were	in	their	infancy,	
and	my	dad	built	a	little	crystal	
set	when	he	was	a	kid	so	that	he	
could	listen	to	radio.		That’s	what	
kids	did	with	their	time	back	then,	

learning	and	doing	and	getting	
good	at	stuff.		(He	would	also	tear	
apart	his	bicycle	and	put	it	back	
together	again.)		Television	was	not	
available	yet	and	programming	was	
being	created,	often	springing	from	
radio	dramas.
	 When	I	came	into	the	world	
(drum-roll,	please),	in	1949	(yes,	
that	makes	me	OLD),	televisions	
were	just	starting	to	invade	and	
infect	household	living	rooms,	
and	unless	you	were	insanely	
rich,	there	was	only	one	TV	per	
household	that	could	afford	it.		I	
remember	at	the	age	of	4	or	so,	we	
visited	our	neighbor	to	see	one	of	
the	earliest	color	TVs,	and	it	turned	
out	to	be	a	black	and	white	TV	
with	plastic	color	bands	across	the	
screen.		Amazing	but	disappoint-
ing.		A	few	years	later,	my	Grand-
ma	and	Grandpa	Gommel	got	an	
RCA	color	TV,	and	we	thought	it	
was	wonderful.
	 Throughout	the	50s	and	60s,	it	
seemed	that	TV	and	radio	were	
here	to	stay	.	.	forever.		Nothing	
would	change	since	everything	was	
perfect.	Cars	had	become	much	
more	reliable.		Houses	were	warm	
and	comfortable.		We	could	buy	
just	about	anything	we	needed	and	
have	enough	left	over	for	fun	stuff.		
Little	did	we	know	that	the	founda-
tions	were	being	laid	for	the	prison	
in	which	we	now	find	ourselves.
	 At	college	(1966-1970),	I	had	a	
portable	stereo	and	a	typewriter,	
using	erasable	bond	paper,	so	
when	I	made	a	typo,	all	I	needed	
was	a	pencil	eraser	to	remove	it	
and	correct	it!		Wow!		The	height	of	
convenience.		In	1967,	we	bought	
the	Hitchin	Post	Market	in	Reche	
Canyon,	Colton,	and	used	big	old	
NCR	mechanical	cash	registers	
(with	seemingly	1000	keys	on	
them!),	and	for	bookkeeping,	we	
had	mechanical	adding	machines.		
I	had	a	tank	of	an	adding	machine,	
a	Hermes,	that	would	crank	out	lots	

of	calculations,	but	with	much	effort	
and	noise.		I	loved	it.		Alas,	the	age	
of	electronics	overtook	us	and	we	
bought	our	first	electronic	calcula-
tor,	a	Ricoh,	without	a	paper	tape	
(big	misteak!).	I	really	loved	that,	
and	have	never	found	a	calculator	
as	perfect	as	that	one	was	ever	
since	(except	for	the	paper	tape).
	 In	our	little	Snack	Shop,	we	
started	out	with	a	Dar-San	infrared	
sandwich	warmer,	with	their	pre-
made	sandwiches	in	a	cellophane	
or	plastic	wrap	that	went	right	in	
the	oven	and	came	out	just	brittle	
enough	to	unwrap	the	sandwich.		
The	star	of	the	show	was	a	
steamer,	a	table	top	tank	about	
12X15”	that	had	a	steamer	pan	
that	heated	up	hot	dogs	in	minutes,	
including	the	bun.		Super.		Add	
into	that	our	old	fashioned	soda	
fountain	that	made	the	best	milk-
shakes,	and	what	more	could	you	
want	for	good	quick	food?		Well,	a	
microwave,	that’s	what.		We	got	a	
Sanyo	microwave	oven	as	soon	as	
they	were	available.		All	of	this	was	
beginning	the	building	
of	the	electronic	jail.
	 Then	came	the	first	
electronic	cash	reg-
isters,	just	about	
the	same	time	
we	bought	
Leo’s	
Market	
and	it	
became	
Lucerne	
Valley	Market.		
At	LVM	we	inherited	

NCR’s	last	mechanical	
cash	registers,	the	Class	5,	
a	workhorse	that	did	almost	
everything.		Reliable.		No	
technician	needed.	But	
at	both	stores	(we	had	
both	from	1975-1981)	we	
replaced	the	good	old	
workhorses	with	TEC	elec-
tronic	registers,	that	simply	
did	electronically	what	the	
mechanical	registers	did.		

Simple.	Reliable.		No	technicians	
needed.		And	then	we	got	a	bigger,	
fancier	TEC	for	LVM,	that	could	do	
more	things.		Get	the	direction?
	 Guess	what	happened	in	about	
1980?		Some	brilliant	soul	came	up	
with	the	bright	idea	of	scan	bars	on	
products	that	electronic	scanners	
could	read	for	quick	checkout	at	
the	supermarket.		In	1982,	Sir	Wil-
liam	(Lembright)	and	I	both	worked	
at	the	brand	new	Safeway	in	
Hesperia	(Main	and	I	St.),	and	we	
were	the	third	Safeway	in	Southern	
California	to	scan	groceries.		I	got	
to	be	the	scan	coordinator	and	so	
learned	what	was	involved:	shelf	
tags	with	prices	showing;	scan	
bars	on	products,	and	a	data	base	
in	a	computer	of	all	of	the	items,	
their	descriptions,	and	their	prices.		
See	how	complex	it	all	became	
suddenly?		The	framing	of	the	jail	
building	taking	shape.
	 In	1983,	we	bought	used	DTS	
scanning	registers	with	which	we	
hoped	to	scan,	but	our	wholesaler,	
Certified	Grocers,	wasn’t	ready	
with	scan	support	yet,	and	so	we	
just	used	price	lookups	for	a	few	
key	items	and	for	produce.		These	
never	worked	too	well	and	so	we	
replaced	them	with	NCR	2126,	
the	best	little	scanning	register	
ever,	but	of	course,	since	it	was	
so	simple	and	solid,	we	had	to	
replace	it	with	the	2127,	and	then	
the	new	and	wonderful	ISS45	V7,	
then	ISS45	V8,	and	now	the	ISS45	
V8	in	new,	prettier	clothing,	called	
NCR	Encore.		All	NOT	simple,	NOT	
worry	free,	and	requiring	mega	
technical	support,	a	server	comput-
er,	all	kinds	of	federally	mandated	
security,	and	state-mandated	func-
tions	for	all	of	the	state’s	programs	
and	on	and	on.		This	picture	tells	
it	all.		It	is	an	actual	picture	of	the	
final	steps	of	our	100%	electronic	
upgrade	that	we	have	been	install-
ing	for	the	last	few	weeks!

From my dad’s crystal set to this!
	 The	above	doesn’t	touch	what	
technological	advancement	has	
done	to	cars,	which	now	have	
computers	with	varying	levels	
of	sophistication,	requiring	auto	

mechanics	to	be	computer	
technicians	as	well,	but	

equipped	with	tech-
nologically	advanced	
testing	equipment.		My	
Itty	Bitty	City	(Ram	

ProMaster	City	
–	such	a	dumb	
name!)	is	relatively	

simple,	but	still	it	tells	
me	the	tempera-

ture,	when	a	door	isn’t	
latched,	when	a	tire	has	

low	pressure,	what	my	aver-
age	mileage	is	on	a	certain	

trip,	how	much	gas	is	being	con-
sumed	each	moment	in	real	time,	
and	many	more	things.		Fortunately	
I	can	turn	most	of	it	off.
	 Then	there	are	our	smart	
phones.		First	the	mobile	phone	
was	a	heavy	Motorola	the	size	of	
a	shoebox,	and	we	had	one	be-
cause	of	the	cost	and	the	size	of	
it.		It	seemed	like	a	good	way	for	
the	boss	to	keep	in	touch	with	the	
store.		But	then	the	mobile	phones	
shrank	to	the	size	of	a	pocket,	the	
cost	plummeted,	the	cell	phone	
networks	expanded,	and	all	of	a	
sudden	EVERYone	had	to	have	
one.		Now	instead	of	going	to	a	
phone	to	make	a	call,	the	phone	
is	with	you	and	in	a	sense	you	
are	chained	to	it.		We	can’t	live	
without	the	cell	phones,	which	are	
now	smart	phones	and	are	basi-
cally	mini	tablet	computers	that	
can	make	phone	calls,	take	pic-
tures	and	videos,	and	many	other	
useful	things.	We	went	from	the	
first	phones	with	a	live	operator	on	
party	lines	to	these	pocket	sized	
jailers	in	about	80	years.		I	find	
that	my	Google	Pixel	4a	phone	is	
essential	to	my	continuing	to	work	
and	function	somewhat	normally,	
since	it	has	captions	on	phone	
calls	and	any	video	and	audio,	

plus	it	
con-
nects	
wire-
lessly	
with	
the	
hear-
ing	aid,	
making	
it	pos-

sible	to	hear	the	phone	call.		Wow.		
	 But	it	doesn’t	end	there.		Now	
there	are	smart	watches	that	will	
pair	with	the	smart	phones,	and	
you	can	make	phone	calls,	receive	
and	send	text	messages,	and	best	
of	all	(NOT),	your	smart	watch	
monitors	your	heart	rate	and	the	
weather	and	many	more	things,	
including	whether	or	not	you	
have	moved	from	your	desk	in	X	
minutes.		“Time	to	get	moving”,	my	
watch	tells	me,	with	an	image	of	a	
walking	person,	and	it	vibrates	on	
my	wrist.		As	soon	as	I	get	up	from	
my	chair,	it	tells	me	“Great.		You	
are	active	again!”		I	am	so	happy	

that	my	watch	approves	
of	my	activity!		The	bars	
in	the	windows	of	the	
jailhouse	are	almost	com-
plete,	and	we	are	now	tied	
to	our	cars,	phones,	and	
watches!
	 Think	“they”	don’t	
have	ways	to	monitor	
our	movements	through	
those	devices?		How	
many	times	have	you	and	
your	family	agreed	that	
when	the	time	comes	that	
“they”	are	going	to	come	
after	us,	the	first	thing	we	
must	do	is	to	throw	away	
our	phones	and	watches,	
and	maybe	park	our	cars	
where	we	aren’t.		And	
why	would	“they”	ever	
come	after	us?		Because	
some	of	us	refuse	to	

comply	with	their	(unconstitutional)	
mandates.		Some	of	us	are	refus-
ing	the	“vaccine”	and	“they”	are	de-
termined	to	get	us	all	or	get	rid	of	
us.		And	what	about	those	of	you	
who	have	“smart	TVs”?		Or	Alexa	
or	Cortana	or	whatever	his/her/its	
name	is?		That’s	allowing	potential	
electronic	surveillance	right	into	
the	rooms	of	your	house!
	 Look	at	the	complexity	it	requires	
for	man	to	build	the	modern	Tower	
of	Babel	in	the	effort	to	compete	
with	God’s	Creation!		My	little	
description	above	barely	scratches	
the	surface	of	all	that	we	have	
done	to	try	to	create	heaven	on	
earth.		And	all	because	most	
people	arrogantly	think	that	we	
don’t	need	God;	that	our	creative	
power	is	equal	to	His;	and	that	He’s	
really	just	a	myth	for	weak-minded	
people	anyway.		And	now	we	cre-
ate	this	“vaccine”	as	the	first	step	
to	a	new	creation	called	a	trans-hu-
man,	a	blending	of	a	human	with	
technology	to	improve	the	human	
body,	and	to	provide	a	way	to	inject	
electronic	gateways	right	into	the	
body’s	cells.
	 Really??	Do	we	think	that	
God	will	not	intervene	as	He	has	
before?		I	think	He	WILL	intervene,	
and	probably	sooner	rather	than	
later.		And	then	after	much	suffer-
ing	and	tribulation	in	this	world,	that	
Day	will	come:	
	 And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	
the	throne	saying,	“Behold,	the	
dwelling	place	of	God	is	with	
man.	He	will	dwell	with	them,	
and	they	will	be	his	people,	and	
God	himself	will	be	with	them	
as	their	God.		He	will	wipe	away	
every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and	
death	shall	be	no	more,	neither	
shall	there	be	mourning,	nor	
crying,	nor	pain	anymore,	for	the	
former	things	have	passed	away.”
	 And	he	who	was	seated	on	
the	throne	said,	“Behold,	I	am	
making	all	things	new.”	Also	
he	said,	“Write	this	down,	for	
these	words	are	trustworthy	and	
true.”		And	he	said	to	me,	“It	is	
done!	I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	
Omega,	the	beginning	and	the	
end.	To	the	thirsty	I	will	give	
from	the	spring	of	the	water	of	
life	without	payment.		The	one	
who	conquers	will	have	this	
heritage,	and	I	will	be	his	God	
and	he	will	be	my	son.		But	as	
for	the	cowardly,	the	faithless,	
the	detestable,	as	for	murderers,	
the	sexually	immoral,	sorcer-
ers,	idolaters,	and	all	liars,	their	
portion	will	be	in	the	lake	that	
burns with fire and sulfur, which 
is	the	second	death.”	
	 	 (From	Revelation	21)
	 Doesn’t	that	sound	great,	
compared	to	all	this	frustration,	
uncertainty,	ugliness,	and	strife?		
Wouldn’t	you	just	love	to	be	there	
with	God	eternally?	Wouldn’t	you	
give	everything	to	get	out	of	this	
jail	we	have	built,	and	to	be	there	
in	God’s	kingdom?		I	would,	and	I	
can’t	wait!
	 	 	 	

Hardware & Variety
ad Effective 10/21/21 to 10/27/21.   Supplies limited to stock on hand.

Echo REcycling
==========

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open mon. - Sat. 9am - 4pm

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum CrV ..... $1.65lb

#1 plastic CrV ...... $1.31lb
 Pricing good thru October 27, 2021

          SErVICES aT
  CrOSSrOadS CENTEr
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-220-4232

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM

TO kNOW mOrE aBOUT THOSE 
WHO SpONSOr THIS STOrE;  
SEE http://thenewlightcls.com 

duct
Tape

1.87	inches	x	55	yards	silver	duct	
tape.		Weatherproof	utility	grade	
cloth	duct	tape	for	most	sealing,	
bonding	and	repairing	needs.		
In	Aisle	2A.		#405248

$349

• Lucerne Valley market
• “do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	
info@lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LImITS & mULTIpLE prICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).6-Outlet

power
Strip

6	grounded	outlets	with	sliding	safety	covers,	
extra	long	8-foot	cord,	illuminated	reset	on/
off	power,	and	15-amp	circuit	breaker	switch.		
In	Aisle	3B.		#544086

$999

ON THE pOrCHES
     aT THE STOrE
SaTUrdaY,	Oct.	23,	9A-Noon,	
HaLLOWEEN BakE SaLE,	by	
L.V.	Roadrunners.		While	it	lasts!

SaTUrdaY,	Oct.	23,	9A-Noon,	
HaLLOWEEN TaILGaTE TrICk 
Or TrEaT SpONSOrSHIpS 
& TaILGaTE SIGNUpS,	by	L.V.	
Roadrunners.		The	Tailgate	Trick	
or	Treat	will	be	held	on	October	
31	in	the	parking	between	the	
Library	and	Senior	Center.		Come	
sign	up!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
LVEDA Meeting

(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

MONDAY
November 1, 5 pm.

inside the Moose Lodge
on	Foothill	Road,	just	west

of	Tradepost	Road.	
From our County, State and 

Fed.  representatives:  
•	marijuana grow busts	--reports	
from	the	Sheriff	Dept.		Status	of	
MET	team’s	busts	in	LV.	(Weekly	

stats	sent	to	LVEDA	list).
•	Code Enforcement	activity.		

•	What’s	happening	at	the	state	
and	federal	levels.	

•	Water-use data,	etc.		
•	report from Steve reyes on 

marijuana issues:		Pending	
County	‘abatement’	ordinance	and	

response	to	LVEDA’s	questions	
and	statements.		

•	What LVEda's priorities 
should be for next year	based	

on	Jason	Hansen’s	survey.
•	Town Clean-Up	

Need	volunteers	including	
School’s	‘Helping	Hands’	students	

for	a	November	town	clean-up	
(primarily	litter).

•	Announcements.

Crystal	set

NCR	
Class	5	
Register

Sunday, October 31
5pm to 7pm  

at the Senior Center’s parking 
lot behind the Library.  

• Haunted House
• Hayride

• Costume Contest
• Games
• Food

• Best of all -- Free Candy!
Hosted by the 

Lucerne Valley Roadrunners

TAILGATE

ON THE LIGHTEr SIdE
From the Web.

	 One	pumpkin	said	to	the	other	
pumpkin:		"This	is	awesome!		
They	let	us	hang	out	on	the	porch	
on	Halloween.		And	now	they	say	
there's	gonna	be	pie!"
	 The	other	pumpkin	replied:	
"Uh-oh!!"


