
Grim reality?
	 Last	week	we	ended	our	com-
mentary:		“Looking	out	at	the	world	
scene	.	.	.	we	MUST	know	that	
something	terrible	is	coming	our	
way.”		Sounds	pretty	grim	to	me.		
Really?		Is	it	that	grim?
	 Yes	and	no.		Think	about	what	
just	happened,	or	didn’t	happen,	
to	California,	when	the	recall	of	a	
truly	awful,	arrogant,	tyrannous,	
evil	governor	failed.		We	had	
hopes	that	the	voters	of	Califor-
nia	had	had	enough	of	business	
closures,	church	shutdowns,	and	
mask	mandates,	not	to	mention	
high	taxes,	high	cost	of	housing	
and	housing	shortages,	terrible	
roads,	wild	fires	due	to	bad	forest	
management	run	by	environmen-
tal	wackos,	crime	out	of	control,	
homeless	encampments	taking	
over	entire	city	areas,	useless	
schools	run	by	power	mad	teach-
ers’	unions,	and	on	and	on.		(That	
last	is	not	the	case	in	Lucerne	
Valley,	and	we	are	very	lucky.)
	 Sad	to	say,	between	stupid	
voters,	imported	foreign	voters,	
and	2020	election-style	fraud,	the	
governor	theoretically	won	a	near	
landslide	to	keep	his	platform	from	
which	to	impose	his	unconstitution-
al,	liberty-violating	mandates.		Now	
that	he	has	no	recall	hanging	over	
his	head,	look	out.		The	hammer	is	
about	to	fall.
	 If	that	doesn’t	qualify	as	“some-
thing	terrible”,	I	don’t	know	what	
does.		And	it’s	only	one	of	many	
things	assailing	Americans	cur-
rently.		Who	knew	that	when	we	
heard	of	this	virus	in	early	2020,	all	
of	this	shtuff	would	come	to	pass?	
And	who	understands	why	this	has	
all	happened	so	quickly?
	 In	an	American	Thinker	article	(is	
there	any	other?),	writer	Andrew	
Coy	wrote	this	on	September	15,	
in	an	article	entitled	“Because	They	
Are	Evil”:
	 There are a great many things 
coming from Biden, Fauci, the 
CDC, the State Department, the 
military, the Justice Department, 
and basically the Deep State that 
make no sense.  From Biden and 
the Deep State, we are getting 
executive orders, mandates, 
guidelines, decisions, policies, 
and edicts that just do not make 
any sort of intellectual sense.  It 
is not just a difference of opinion.  

It is not just different politics or a 
different point of view.  Decisions, 
guidelines, policies, and proposed 
laws are coming out of Washing-
ton D.C., Biden, and the Deep 
State that one just can't figure out 
in an intellectual, factual, com-
mon-sense sort of way.  The only 
way to explain what is coming 
from the placeholder at the White 
House and the Deep State elites 
is that they are just evil.  They are 
doing what they’re doing because 
they are evil.  No other answer 
makes sense. 
	 Here	are	a	few	of	the	22	ques-
tions	Mr.	Coy	asked:
• Why would Biden declare that 

all Americans must be vac-
cinated but illegal immigrants 
crossing our border illegally do 
not have to be vaccinated...? 
Because he is evil.

• Why would the Biden administra-
tion declare a national vaccine 
mandate for all Americans, but 
exempt all of Congress, all the 
congressional aides, the postal 
service, the federal justice sys-
tem, and the Supreme Court...? 
Because they are evil.

• Why would the Biden administra-
tion fight so hard against Texas 
and its pro-life law that protects 
babies inside the womb whose 
heart is already beating, but at 
the same time they federally 
protect the embryos and eggs of 
lizards, alligators, and snakes...? 
Because they are evil.

• Why would Nancy Pelosi put on 
a "Stalinist Show Trial" concern-
ing the events of January 6, 
when she ignored the violent and 
deadly riots all summer long in 
Portland, Seattle, Minneapolis, 
Chicago, Atlanta, and Los Ange-
les...? Because she is evil.

• Why does Fauci continue to 
demand vaccinations for all, 
even including all K-12 stu-
dents, when he knows the in-
dividuals that have had COVID 
are better naturally immunized 
than if they "take the jab"...? 
Because he is evil.

• Why would General Mark Milley 
evacuate all the soldiers first from 
Afghanistan and leave Bagram 
Air Base unattended, before he 
got out all the American citizens 
and all the Afghani interpret-
ers...? Because he is evil.

• Why is General Milley driving 
many patriot soldiers (conser-
vatives/Christians/constitu-
tionalists) out of the military...?  
Because he is evil.

	 Yes,	yes,	
and	YES!	
Evil	is	upon	
us	in	ways	
we	have	
never	seen	
before!			
Most	of	
the	world’s	
populace	
over	the	cen-
turies	have	
had	to	live	
and	suffer	the	consequences	of	
heavy-handed	governments	like	
this.		But	we	have	not,	due	to	the	
brilliance	of	our	Founding	Fathers	
who	sought	to	establish	a	nation	
based	on	God’s	laws,	after	the	pat-
tern	of	ancient	Israel.		Our	nation	
was	to	be	a	new	Israel,	a	new	light	
of	God’s	Spirit,	His	Justice,	and	His	
Truth	in	a	dark	world.		
	 For	almost	250	years,	that	vi-
sion	has	made	this	nation	excep-
tional,	which	has	been	twisted	to	
mean	we	are	arrogant	suprema-
cists	toward	the	rest	of	the	world.		
What	it	truly	means	is	that	our	
foundation	on	God’s	Word	and	
Truth	is	an	exception	to	the	rule	of	
governments	past,	that	they	exist	
for	the	benefit	of	those	govern-
ing,	usually	without	regard	for	its	
people’s	welfare,	often	trampling	
on	their	rights	and	their	desires	
for	a	better	life.		Our	nation	was	
set	up	to	exist	by,	for,	and	of	the	
people,	not	the	rulers.
	 So	what	is	the	“no”	to	the	ques-
tion	posed,	“Is	it	that	grim?”		The	
“no”	is	that	it’s	not	that	grim	if	we	
are	not	of	this	world	and	if	we	real-

ize	that	our	true	home	is	located	
somewhere	else.		Ray	Bentley	of	
Maranatha	Chapel	in	San	Diego	
wrote	this	of	true	reality:
	 The lie is that abuse, wars, pain, 

and suffering is our only reality. We 
can’t ignore evil. We must wage a 
spiritual war as we serve and love 
others to relieve pain and suffer-
ing. But this is not the reality God 
intends for His children. When 
Jesus walked the earth, people 
were amazed by the miracles 
He performed. The supernatural 
world had broken into their lives. 
Miracles were regarded then, and 
now, as a temporary suspension 
of reality. But the opposite is true. 
The miracles of Jesus were 
moments of reality breaking 
through into the unreal world. . . 
. When we enter into a relationship 
of trust with the Lord, we step back 
into the real world. We allow reality 
to be manifested by what will seem 
like miracles to others, but which 
we come to recognize as “normal” 
in the kingdom of God. “Seek first 
the kingdom of God,” Jesus said 
(Matthew 6:33). “Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done,” He 
prayed (Matthew 6:10). First the 
kingdom. Reality. Then God’s 
will, where His blessings will be 
poured out upon you.

	 And	so,	no,	things	
are	not	that	grim,	if	we	
live	in	relationship	with	
God,	in	His	reality.		
Yes,	there	will	be	grim	
and	painful	moments	
in	this	earthly	life,	but	
keeping	our	eyes	on	
Him,	we	know	that	
the	reality	of	our	end	
will	be	eternal	life	
with	Him.		That’s	not	
grim	at	all!	 	
	 	

Hardware & Variety
ad effective 9/23/21 to 9/29/21.   Supplies limited to stock on hand.

Echo REcycling
==========

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open mon. - Sat. 9am - 4Pm

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum CrV ..... $1.65lb

#1 Plastic CrV ...... $1.31lb
 Pricing good thru September 29, 2021

          SerViCeS at
  CrOSSrOaDS CeNter
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-220-4232

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM

tO KNOW mOre aBOUt tHOSe 
WHO SPONSOr tHiS StOre;  
See http://thenewlightcls.com 

Huge
yard
Sale
Sign

19.5"	x	15",	two-side	sign.		Unfold	and	
put	a	rock	on	the	base	to	keep	it	in	
place.		The	town-wide	Mega	Swap	Meet	
is	coming	up	Oct.	9th!		Supply	limited.		
In	Holiday	Lane.

99¢

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
LVEDA Meeting

(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

MONDAY
October 4, 5 Pm.

inside the Moose Lodge
on	Foothill	Road,	just	west

of	Tradepost	Road.	
From our County, State and 

Fed.  representatives:  
•	marijuana grow busts	--reports	

from	the	Sheriff	Dept.		
•	Code enforcement	activity.		

•	What’s	happening	at	the	state	
and	federal	levels.	

•	Water-use data,	etc.		
•	Jason	Hansen	will	present	the	
“top lucerne Valley issues” 

from a survey	he	made	on	local	
sites	that	brought	500	responses.		

Discussion	on	what	LVEDA’s	
priorities	should	be.

•	Proposed town clean-up	
(primarily	litter)	with	volunteers	
from	organizations	and	High	

School	students.
Announcements.

limitS & mUltiPle PriCiNG
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.

liFe leSSONS
iN FireWOOD

By Will Dabbs.  From the Web.
	 It	was	one	of	those	preter-
naturally	cold	January	days	in	
the	Deep	South	—	about	ten	
degrees	out.	The	kids	were	
inside	doing	school,	and	there	
was	something	or	other	I	
needed	to	do	in	the	workshop.	
I	bundled	up	and	trundled	out	
into	the	frigid	weather.
	 My	workshop	is	a	nice	metal	
building	maybe	60	meters	or	so	
from	the	house.	I	have	a	wood	
stove	I	built	from	an	old	oil	
drum	that	I	use	to	heat	it	in	the	
winter.	I	stack	my	wood	scraps	
on	the	floor	next	to	the	stove	all	
year	long	and	burn	them	for	heat.	
By	springtime	the	shop	is	tidier,	
and	I	haven’t	frozen	to	death.	
This	particular	winter	had	already	
been	so	cold	that	my	scrap	pile	
was	about	gone.	I	got	a	little	
blaze	going	with	some	sawdust	
and	a	capful	of	motor	oil	and	be-
gan	poking	around	for	firewood.
	 Half	buried	in	the	dirt	outside	
the	shop	I	found	an	old	rotten	
piece	of	4×4	lumber.	We	had	
only	been	in	the	house	a	couple	
of	years,	so	construction	detritus	
was	still	not	unusual.	I	wrenched	
the	rotten	beam	free	and	brought	
it	into	the	shop.
	 I	put	the	piece	of	worm-eaten	
wood	through	my	chop	saw	and	

cut	it	into	roughly	one-foot	chunks	
suitable	for	burning.	As	I	opened	up	
the	stove	to	toss	in	the	first	piece	I	
caught	a	glimpse	of	the	freshly-cut	
end.	Instead	of	the	sallow	yellow	
I	might	expect	from	a	piece	of	
weathered	pressure-treated	pine	

I	saw	a	deep	and	sultry	red	color.	
Hefting	the	scrap	up	into	the	light	
I	could	tell	that	it	was	actually	
seasoned	cedar.
	 The	end	result	is	a	combination	
of	some	fairly	unrefined	raw	mate-
rial	and	a	little	love.
	 Cedar	ages	exceptionally	well	
in	the	dirt.	That’s	why	it	has	so	
frequently	been	used	for	fencing.	
There	had	been	another	home-
stead	on	our	farm	a	century	or	so	
ago,	but	nothing	remains	beyond	
some	unusually	resilient	shrubs	
and	the	errant	shard	of	broken	
china.	I	gave	my	cedar	scrap	a	
once	over	with	a	wire	brush	to	
remove	the	dirt	and	non-viable	bits.	
What	was	left	was	unexpectedly	
solid	given	its	profound	age.	That’s	
when	I	had	an	epiphany.

	 I	trekked	back	up	to	the	house	
for	some	proper	firewood	from	
the	household	stash	and	turned	
my	attention	to	my	new	discov-
ery.	I	put	the	piece	of	aged	cedar	
through	my	table	saw	and	ripped	
it	into	thin	sheets.	I	cut	them	to	

even	rectangular	lengths	and	
then	beveled	the	edges	into	
45-degree	angles.	I	glued	the	
pieces	and	clamped	them	while	
they	dried.	I	built	up	a	floor	and	
crafted	a	lid	with	edges	shaped	
on	my	router	table.
	 Once	I	had	the	basic	box	
fitted,	glued,	and	set,	I	ran	the	
whole	thing	across	my	sanding	
wheel.	I	then	used	my	bench	

sander	to	polish	the	exterior	to	a	
high	sheen.	Several	coats	of	high-
gloss	polyurethane	later,	I	beheld	
my	wife’s	next	birthday	present.	
That’s	when	
it	hit	me.
	 That	rotten	
old	piece	of	
wood	was	
me.	On	my	
own	I’m	ugly,	
decayed,	and	
irredeem-
able	to	my	
core.	I’m	
unpleasant	to	
look	upon	and	suitable	only	to	be	
thrown	into	the	fire	and	burned.	I	
can’t	change	myself	or	improve	my	
lot.	I	am	utterly	helpless.	Then	I’m	
found	by	the	carpenter.

	 He	doesn’t	see	me	as	others	
do.	The	carpenter	sees	past	the	
rot	and	the	dirt	to	appreciate	my	
potential.	He	doesn’t	see	what	I	
am.	He	sees	what	I	might	become.
	 The	transformation	is	painful.	
It	involves	cutting	and	sanding.	I	
have	to	be	clamped	into	a	shape	
that	might	not	seem	natural	at	
first.	However,	the	end	result	is	
better	than	anything	I	might	have	
been	on	my	own.
	 The	final	product	is	a	hybrid	of	
sorts,	a	combination	of	my	raw	ma-
terial	and	the	carpenter’s	transfor-
mational	skill.	I	am	far	from	perfect.	
In	fact,	I	am	full	of	tiny	flaws,	many	
of	which	are	known	only	to	the	one	
who	crafted	me,	but	now	I	am	use-
ful.	I	have	a	purpose.	I	am	actually	
kind	of	attractive	to	look	upon.
	 What	God	does	to	a	human	

soul	is	much	
like	what	I	
did	to	that	
old	rotten	
piece	of	cedar	
fencepost.	My	
wife’s	jewelry	
box	didn’t	cost	
me	a	nickel’s	
worth	of	
materials,	but	
I	spent	hours	

in	the	workshop	crafting	it.	Now	
it	looks	pretty	and	exudes	that	
intoxicating	cedar	smell.	That’s	the	
gospel	of	Christ	embedded	in	an	
old	piece	of	firewood.

The end result 
is a combination 
of some fairly unre-
fined raw material and a little love.

The old rotten piece of cedar 
fencepost that was to become my 
wife’s next birthday present wasn’t 
much to look upon at first.

20"	wide	x	28"	tall	x	
7"	deep.		Assorted	
themes.		In	Holiday	
Lane.		Supply	limited.

$399
ea

Jumbo
Gift
Bags

ON tHe liGHter SiDe
From the Web.

	 I	can	never	take	my	dog	to	the	
park	because	the	ducks	keep	try-
ing	to	bite	him.
	 I	guess	that’s	what	I	get	for	buy-
ing	a	pure	bread	dog.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
lifeStream Blood Bank	will	be	

at	Lucerne	Valley	Senior	Center,	Sat.	
9/25/21	from	10	AM	to	3	PM	to	collect	
urgently	needed	blood	donations.	
RSVP	today	800-TRY-GIVING

Lucerne Valley's

Mega Swap 
Meet!

Oct. 9, Saturday
8am to 3pm

Call today to reserve 
your space to sell!

Jack O Landia	--	
	 760-220-6040
Cafe 247	--	 951-751-1039 
Henry’s Bargains	--
	 760-524-8519
L.V. Chamber of  
Commerce		-- 562-522-8775
Lucerne Valley Market & 
 Hardware			-- Sold out

Sponsored by 
L.V. Chamber of Commerce

Household Hazardous
Waste & e-Waste 
Collection	
 Saturday, September 25, 

9am to Noon.  
 Behind the fire station.  
	 Free	disposal	of	household	hazard-

ous	waste	(Antifreeze,	Auto	&	
Household	Batteries,	Motor	Oil	(no	
oil	containers	over	5	gal.)	&	Oil	Fil-
ters,	Latex	Paint	(only),	home-gener-
ated	Needles	in	approved	container,	
Computers,	TV’s,	Microwaves,	
Fluorescent	Bulbs,	Printers,	Cell	
Phones,	Stereos,	Radios,	VCRs	&	
DVD	Players.

 NO tireS or traSH 
 NO aPPliaNCeS  
	 Behind	LV	Fire	Station,	
	 33269	Old	Woman	Springs	Road.	

For	info	call	1-800-OILY	CAT.


