
The STore’S STory
-- ParT 3

	 The	Gommels	and	group	of	
Believers	had	just	purchased	and	
outfitted	the	Hitchin	Post	Market,	
never	having	operated	a	store	or	
done	anything	like	it	ever.		All	they	
had	was	their	native	talent,	their	
training	in	areas	totally	different,	
and	their	faith	in	God	and	following	
His	lead	wherever	it	took	them.
	 Having	transformed	the	Hitchin	
Post	from	an	ugly	little	box	to	a	
warm	and	welcoming	one-stop	
store,	naturally	sales	began	to	
grow.		Money	was	tight	for	the	first	
couple	of	years,	and	often	they	
were	unsure	if	they	would	be	able	
to	pay	the	bills.		But	they	worked	
hard	and	kept	at	it,	learning	the	gro-
cery	business	and	forging	strong	
friendships	with	the	residents	of	
Reche	Canyon	Mobile	Estates,	
many	of	whom	walked	to	the	little	
store	for	their	daily	recreation.
	 Their	first	day	of	operation	was	
July	7,	1967,	for	which	I	was	pres-
ent,	since	school	was	out	for	the	
summer.		It	was	a	lot	of	fun	to	work	
at	that	little	store,	especially	since	
Gommel	did	the	harder	stuff	like	the	
bookkeeping.		Others	of	us	got	to	
wait	on	customers,	make	ice	cream	
treats	in	the	Snack	Shop,	check	in	
deliveries,	and	other	fun	stuff.		At	
the	time	there	were	fewer	intrusions	
of	the	various	levels	of	government,	
fewer	permits,	and	fewer	inspec-
tors.		Why	couldn’t	they	have	left	
things	alone	like	that?		
	 In	the	fall	of	1967,	I	returned	to	
college,	leaving	the	others	to	run	
the	store	except	when	I’d	come	
home	for	holidays	and	vacation.		
At	Westmont	College,	during	the	
third	year,	I	became	aware	of	a	
guy	named	Bill	Lembright,	but	
since	he	was	2	years	behind	me	
and	much	more	“religious”	or	
“holy”	than	I,	we	didn’t	cross	paths	
very	much,	somewhat	intentionally	
on	both	of	our	parts.
	 But	again,	God	had	different	
ideas	than	either	of	us	did.		He	
had	sent	Bill	to	Westmont,	kicking	
and	screaming,	pulling	him	out	of	
his	chosen	career	path	that	was	to	
begin	at	UC	Riverside.		He	sent	me	
to	Westmont	wondering	what	the	
heck	I	was	doing	at	a	place	with	a	
bunch	of	religious	rules.		And	then	
He	sent	both	of	us,	along	with	one	
other	fellow	student,	to	Reche	Can-
yon	in	the	spring	of	1970,	where	

against	both	of	our	wills,	but	for	dif-
ferent	reasons,	God	made	it	clear	
that	we	were	to	be	a	part	of	that	
group	and	that	mission	of	service.		
(Unlike	Bill,	I	didn’t	have	a	chosen	
career	path.		I	just	didn’t	want	to	be	
around	my	parents	that	much.		But	
I	didn’t	want	to	buck	God	more	than	
I	didn’t	want	to	be	with	my	folks,	so	
to	Reche	Canyon	I	went.)
	 Because	the	Hitchin	Post	had	
grown	and	was	still	growing,	the	

extra	hands	were	welcome.		Sev-
eral	of	Bill’s	friends	from	the	Bay	
Area	also	responded	to	God’s	
call	and	came	to	Reche	Canyon,	
one	of	whom	was	Janet	Todd,	
later	to	become	Jan	Lembright.		
Our	little	work	force	grew	from	3	
or	4	to	about	8.		
	 The	extra	bodies	allowed	the	
store	to	embark	on	new	ventures:	
auto	repair,	tires,	and	serious	
supply	of	hay	and	feed.		All	of	the	
services	and	products	together	
made	for	meaningful,	unreligious	
and	”un-holy”	service	to	people,	
which	seemed	to	be	
the	point	God	was	
trying	to	make	to	
us.		“I	don’t	want	you	
playing	church	or	reli-
gious	games.		I	want	
you	to	serve	people	
in	My	name!”	
	 By	1974,	our	little	
group	had	grown	to	
about	15	people,	
some	of	whom	had	
jobs	elsewhere,	
but	most	of	whom	worked	at	the	
Hitchin	Post.		Now	we	had	more	
people	than	the	store	could	sup-
port,	so	we	had	to	figure	out	what	
God	wanted	each	of	us	to	do.		And	

then	we	became	restless	because	
the	smog	was	getting	worse	and	
the	cities	were	growing	too	close.		
Reche	Canyon	was	gradually	
changing	–	modernizing	and	urban-
izing.		(O	goody!)		So	we	began	to	
ask,	what	should	we	do	to	use	our	
people	most	productively?		Should	
we	remain	here	in	Smogville?
	 Why	were	we	restless,	and	what	
motivated	us?
	 The	Gospel	of	John	tells	the	story	

(which	is	beautifully	portrayed	in	
the	video	series	“The	Chosen”)	of	
how	Nicodemus	the	Pharisee	came	
to	Jesus	at	night	for	fear	of	looking	
bad	to	fellow	Pharisees.		Jesus,	
trying	to	get	across	to	him	the	idea	
of	the	Holy	Spirit	(vs.	“THE	LAW!”,	
religion,	or	churchianity),	said	to	Ni-
codemus,		“The	wind	blows	where	
it	wishes,	and	you	hear	its	sound,	
but	you	do	not	know	where	it	
comes	from	or	where	it	goes.	So	it	
is	with	everyone	who	is	born	of	the	
Spirit.”		And	that’s	how	it	seemed	
–	we	felt	the	breeze	of	the	Holy	

Spirit	rustling	the	leaves	around	us,	
letting	us	know	of	His	presence,	
and	that	God	had	something	for	us.		
None	of	us	understood	exactly,	but	
there	this	restlessness	was	rooted	

in	the	Spirit,	causing	us	to	ask	God	
what	He	was	trying	to	say,	and	then	
to	start	looking	around	for	answers.
	 My	folks	would	spend	their	
days	off	–	one	day	a	week,	as	a	
sabbath	day	--	at	a	little	trailer	that	
they	kept	parked	at	Lighthouse	
Lodge	near	Fawnskin	at	Big	Bear	
Lake.		They	would	go	up	there	the	
night	before,	and	return	the	next	
evening.		On	the	return	trip	they	
often	took	the	back	way,	down	
Highway	18,	through	Lucerne	
Valley	and	Victorville,	then	down	
Cajon	Pass	(a	four-lane	divided	
highway	at	the	time),	and	across	
the	valley	to	Reche	Canyon.		
	 (Gommel	loved	the	desert	from	
his	days	as	a	kid	at	Newberry,	and	
he	and	his	dad	Pappy	tried	driving	
to	the	Grand	Canyon	once,	over	
the	mountains,	through	Lucerne	
Valley,	down	Cain	Springs	road	
to	Newberry,	and	east	to	Grand	
Canyon.		They	ran	out	of	money	at	
Williams	and	had	to	return	without	
seeing	the	Grand	Canyon!)
	 Was	God	bugging	us	about	
this	little	desert	town?		Was	there	
something	He	had	in	mind	for	us	
to	do	there?		The	Hitchin	Post	was	
our	template	of	what	we	expected	
God	would	want,	and	we	started	
looking	around	for	a	place	to	do	a	
second	Hitchin	Post.		In	Lucerne	
Valley	there	were	two	stores	–	a	big	
grocery	store	called	Leo’s	Market	
and	a	much	smaller	store	called	
West	End	Market	run	by	a	nice	
elderly	lady	whose	name	was	Bess	
Cowan.		Her	store	was	located	on	
the	–	wait	for	it!	–	west	end	of	town.		
It	had	the	most	potential	to	become	
our	second	Hitchin	Post,	and	so	we	
naturally	were	drawn	to	it.
	 One	day	Bill	and	Jan,	the	Gom-
mels,	and	a	few	others	came	
out	to	Lucerne	Valley	to	look	at	it	
together.		(I	stayed	at	the	Hitchin	
Post	to	mind	that	store.)		The	
group	that	came	out	here	looked	
at	the	store,	and	then	sat	on	the	
curb	there	to	think	about	it,	to	ask	
God	what	He	had	in	mind,	and	to	
imagine	what	it	could	be.	
	 Bill	Lembright	remembers	think-
ing	that	it	had	potential	as	a	little	
western	town	with	false	fronted	
buildings	and	an	assortment	of	
small	businesses	located	there.		We	
might	have	gasoline,	hay	and	feed,	
and	the	variety	of	merchandise	
similar	to	what	was	in	the	Hitchin	
Post.		But	then	they	fussed	about	
hurting	the	other	gas	stations	and	

feed	stores	if	we	were	to	do	that.
	 Besides,	something	just	didn’t	
seem	right	about	it.		Our	minds	
and	spirits	were	not	settled.		What	
was	it	that	was	bothering	us?		The	
opportunity	to	develop	West	End	
Market	seemed	to	suit	our	experi-
ence,	our	capabilities,	and	our	
personalities	just	perfectly.

To be continued . . . 
 
    

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com

LIMITS & MULTIPLe PrICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

Hardware & Variety
ad effective 4/8/21 to 4/14/21.   Supplies limited to stock on hand.

oN The LIGhTer SIDe
From the Web.

PUNCTUaTIoN
	 A	professor	wrote	on	the	
blackboard,	“Woman	without	her	
man	is	nothing.”	The	students	
were	then	instructed	to	insert	
the	proper	punctuation.	The	
men	wrote,	“Woman,	without	her	
man,	is	nothing.”	The	women	
wrote,	“Woman!	Without	her,	
man	is	nothing.”

hoUrS
	 I	was	in	a	
small	store	in	
a	nearby	town	
one	evening.	
Wanting	to	
find	out	when	
it	opened	the	next	morning,	I	
stopped	a	teenage	staffer	on	her	
way	out	and	asked,	“What	are	
your	hours?”	
	 Her	reply:	“Right	now,	six	to	
nine	because	I’m	in	school.	But	
next	month	it	will	be	full-time.”

Echo REcycling
760-220-4232

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
open Mon. - Sat. 9aM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum CrV ..... $1.65lb

#1 Plastic CrV ...... $1.28lb
 Pricing good thru April 14, 2021

all Purpose Fertilizer
20	lb.		16-16-16	formulation.	Concentrated,	fast-acting	combina-
tion	of	ingredients	that	can	be	used	for	lawns,	flowers,	vegeta-
bles,	and	shrubs.		Lilly	Miller	brand.		In	Aisle	3B.		#715774

root & Grow Plant Food
1	qt.	liquid	concentrate.	Bonide	4-10-3.		Stimulates	early	and	strong	
root	formation.	Reduces	transplant	shock.	In	Aisle	3B.		#714054

$599

Ceramic Figures
Choose	from	frogs	or	mushrooms	to	decorate	
your	planters!		Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.		

$299
ea

48"	fiberglass	handle.		Steel	ferrule	provides	added	strength	
between	the	handle	and	welded	head.	In	Aisle	3B.		#761633

$999

earthgro Potting Soil
1	cu.	ft.,	52	lb.	For	indoor	&	outdoor	plants.	Provides	a	firm,	
workable	medium	for	plant	support.	In	Aisle	3B.		#701596

$399

Best Garden  Flexogen
5/8" x 50' Garden hose

Specially	compounded	cover	is	soft	and	extremely	flexible	at	sub-
freezing	temperatures.	It	also	resists	damage	from	weather,	fungus,	
atmospheric	pollution,	and	abrasion.		In	Aisle	3B.		#724513

          SerVICeS aT
  CroSSroaDS CeNTer
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-220-4232

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM

$1999

To KNoW More aBoUT ThoSe 
Who SPoNSor ThIS STore;  
See http://thenewlightcls.com 

Best Garden  
Long handle hoe

$1499

Lucerne Valley's

Mega Swap 
Meet!

May 1, Saturday
8am to 3pm

Call today to reserve 
your space to sell!

Jack O Landia	--	
	 760-220-6040
Cadillac Antiques	--	
	 760-278-1885
Cafe 247	--	
	 951-751-1039 
Henry’s Bargains	--
	 760-524-8519
L.V. Chamber of  
 Commerce			-- 
	 562-522-8775
Lucerne Valley Market & 
 Hardware			-- Sold out

Sponsored by 
L.V. Chamber of Commerce

----------------------
The LV Garden Club is 

planning to have their an-
nual sale on May 1st in the 

LV Market parking lot!

Leo's	Market

"Sand	Van
Auto	Repair
Tool	Box"


