
TECHNOLOGY, ETC
	 I’m	sitting	here	at	my	desk	at	
work,	with	my	Google	(ugh)	Pixel	
(Yay)	smartphone	watching	my	
every	move.		I	am	participating	
in	a	Zoom	meeting,	my	first	ever	
with	a	camera	showing	my	old	and	
wrinkled	face.		No	wonder	I	avoid	
looking	in	mirrors!
	 I	suppose	you	have	heard	of	
Zoom	–	it’s	the	app	that	creates	
meetings	among	people	in	multiple	
locations	so	that	they	
don’t	have	to	travel	to	
a	central	meeting	lo-
cation.		You	can	have	
the	live	video	of	each	
attendee	all	on	the	
same	screen,	in	a	checker-
board	type	arrangement,	and/or	
the	speaker	at	the	moment	can	
appear	on	the	screen	solo.
	 The	upside	of	this	is	that	since	
we	are	so	seriously	concerned	
about	this	China	virus	pandemic	
and	passing	it	around,	we	can	still	
have	necessary	meetings.		The	
extra	upside	is	that	it	saves	all	that	
travel	time	and	expense	going	to	
meetings	50-100	miles	distant.
	 The	downside	of	this	is	that	
nothing	replaces	in-person	meet-
ings,	with	all	of	the	nuances	of	non-
verbal	communication,	looks	on	
faces,	looks	exchanged	between	
participants,	etc.		Much	gets	com-
municated	with	all	of	that,	which	
a	Zoom	meeting	captures	in	part,	
but	loses	the	vibes	and	warmth	(or	
coolness)	of	face-to-face	contact.
	 You	have	to	have	a	camera	avail-
able	for	your	meeting,	and	since	
many	people	don’t	have	cameras	
attached	to	their	desktop	computers,	
they	use	smartphones	and	tablets,	
which	have	front-facing	cameras	in	
them,	enabling	the	video	and	audio	
elements	of	the	meetings.		
	 I	am	presently	using	my	Google	
Pixel	phone	as	I	said	above,	with	
which	I	have	a	love-hate	relation-
ship.		The	“hate”	part	comes	from	
the	creator	of	this	phone,	Google,	
who	has	decided	that	along	with	
their	compadres	at	Twitter,	Apple,	
Facebook,	and	Amazon,	they	
decide	what	is	true	and	what	isn’t,	
even	if	their	“true”	is	a	bold-faced	
lie,	and	therefore	they	decide	what	
is	allowed	to	be	said	and	what	isn’t.		
They	all	actively	participated	in	the	
election	process	to	defeat	Presi-
dent	Trump,	because	they	decided	
that	it	doesn’t	matter	what	we	
voters	think	or	want,	but	only	what	

they	deem	to	be	allowable.		(No,	
really!		Unbelievable!)	
	 The	love	part	is	that	this	little	
Pixel	phone	is	affordable	and	re-
markably	helpful	for	people	like	
me	who	have	hearing	problems.		I	
have	long	had	a	near	impossible	
time	understanding	phone	calls,	
and	have	asked	and	asked	for	a	
phone	with	captions.		I	thought	
somewhere,	someone	would	have	
developed	a	desktop	phone	with	
captions,	but	alas,	only	single	home	

phones	can	be	found	with	
captions.		Nothing	in	a	
phone	system	like	we	use	
at	the	store.		
	 Then	one	day,	our	
network	support	guy	
mentioned	that	this	
Google	Pixel	phone	has	

captions	on	phone	calls!		I	went	
to	Verizon	and	got	one	within	the	
week.		Not	only	does	it	caption	
calls,	but	also	anything	else	you	
listen	to,	whether	podcasts	or	vid-
eos	someone	sends	you,	or	even	
Facebook	stuff	(double	ugh!).		The	
phone	connects	to	my	hearing	aid	
via	Bluetooth	so	that	I	hear	it	in	my	
ear	and	read	it	in	the	captions	at	
the	same	time.		It’s	a	lifesaver!
	 The	phone	also	uses	Live	
Transcribe,	a	relatively	new	free	
app	that	transcribes	conversa-
tions	so	that	I	can	understand	by	
reading	the	words	of	the	person	I’m	
talking	to.		It	also	transcribes	the	
sound	from	the	TV	if	you	happen	
to	be	watching	a	video	without	its	
own	captions.		This	also	is	being	
developed	by	Google	along	with	
Galaudet	University	which	focuses	
on	the	hearing	impaired.
	 All	good,	right?		Well,	yes,	on	the	
surface,	it	looks	great	and	is	ex-
tremely	helpful.		And	I	have	to	take	
advantage	of	it.		But	do	I	think	for	
a	minute	that	Google	doesn’t	track	
what	I	listen	to	or	what	is	said	in	
conversations?		No,	but	I	think	they	
could	easily	do	that,	and	probably	
do	it	at	some	level,	with	the	poten-
tial	of	comprehensive	monitoring	of	
a	person’s	involvements	whenever	
they	choose	to	do	so.
	 We	know	that	the	some	of	the	
elites,	who	are	almost	entirely	left-
ists,	are	labelling	those	of	us	who	
supported	Trump	or	who	otherwise	
disagree	with	their	agenda	as	
hatemongers,	even	terrorists.		If	we	
don’t	support	transgender	or	ho-
mosexual	lifestyles	or	abortion	(aka	
baby	killing	or	infanticide)	due	to	our	

deeply	held	God-given	convictions,	
we	need	to	be	placed	in	reeduca-
tion	camps	or	even	done	away	with	
altogether.		What	is	so	shocking	it	
that	these	people	really	believe	their	
convoluted	ideas	and	really	believe	
we	should	be	muted,	censored,	
separated	from	general	society,	
even	imprisoned	or	executed.
	 So	what	do	I	do	about	my	
phone?		And	what	do	I	do	as	I	
order	so	many	things	from	Amazon	
and	Walmart,	also	a	participant	in	
the	campaign	against	us	Normals?	
We	buy	things	that	our	customers	
ask	for	and	move	heaven	and	earth	
to	provide	stuff	for	people.		
	 If	I	were	to	boycott	Amazon,	
Walmart,	Google,	etc.,	in	a	way,	
I	would	be	cutting	off	my	nose	to	
spite	my	face.		They	provide	goods	
and	services	that	are	necessary	to	
smooth	functioning	in	this	complex	
life.		But	they	play	such	a	destruc-
tive	role	in	the	slide	into	amorality	
and	chaos	that	we	are	currently	
witnessing!
	 Oh,	God,	what	DO	we	do	with	
this	stuff?		Should	we	withdraw	from	
participation	in	the	modern	world?		
Should	we	buy	property	in	some	
safer	state	somewhere	(is	there	
such	a	thing?)	and	set	up	our	little	
cabin	in	the	woods,	to	live	off	the	
grid	totally	so	they	can’t	find	us?
	 Am	I	being	paranoid?		A	few	
years	ago,	I	would	have	thought	
so,	but	since	Trump	was	elected	in	
2016	and	we	saw	the	unbelievable	
reaction	of	the	elites	who	launched	
a	4-year	campaign	to	get	rid	of	him,	
finally	succeeding	by	blatant	fraud	
and	theft	of	an	election,	I	no	longer	
dismiss	that	thinking	as	paranoid.		I	
know	that	they	are	after	us	–	they	
will	not	tolerate	resistance	or	dissent	
as	we	so	readily	see	by	the	multiple	
bannings	on	Twitter,	Facebook,	and	
YouTube	(Google),	the	removal	of	
products	produced	by	deplorables	
in	big	stores	like	Bed,	Bath	and	
Beyond,	the	never	ending	campaign	
to	remove	our	access	to	guns	&	
ammo,	and	more.
	 We	are	in	trouble,	folks.		And	
yes,	I	know	that	I	haven’t	answered	
the	question	posed	here	–	what	
are	we	to	do	as	we	live	this	life	
out,	here	on	earth.		I	don’t	have	an	
answer,	except	to	live	day	by	day,	
best	we	can,	while	we	cling	tightly	
to	God,	to	His	Holy	Spirit,	armed	
with	eyes	open	to	His	Truth,	and	
ready	to	stand	strong	for	Him	in	the	
face	of	whatever	they	throw	at	us.

TuCkEr CarLsON saYs 
sHOw Is BEING TarGETEd 
fOr CaNCELaTION	
By	Jack	Phillips,	Epoch	Times		
2/12/21
	 Fox	News’	Tucker	Carlson	said	
on	the	Thursday	night	episode	of	
his	program	that	his	show	has	been	
targeted	for	cancellation.
	 Carlson	said	that	“in	the	last	
several	weeks,	and	particularly	in	
the	last	24	hours,	the	call	to	take	
this	show	off	the	air	by	groups	
funded—for	real—by	the	Ford	
Foundation,	or	by	George	Soros,	
by	Michael	Bloomberg,	by	Jeff	
Bezos,	has	become	deafening,	go-
ing	after	our	advertisers,	going	after	
the	companies	that	carry	our	signal	
into	your	home.”	.	.	.
	 Writing	for	Fox	News’	website,	
Carlson	added	that	it	may	be	part	
of	a	larger	campaign	to	silence	
Fox	News	and	other	media,	noting	
that	some	legacy	news	outlets	
have	dedicated	resources	calling	
for	the	channel	to	be	taken	down.	

One	
columnist	
for	The	
New	York	
Times,	he	
added,	
“has	
written	

three	separate	columns	demand-
ing	that	someone	yank	this	news	
channel	off	the	air	immediately”	
and	on	Wednesday,	“suggested	
that	‘Tucker	Carlson	Tonight’	was	
somehow	guilty	of	terrorism	and	
violence,	something	that	we’ve	op-
posed	consistently	for	four	years.”
	 “Fox	is	the	last	big	organization	
in	the	American	news	media	that	
differs	in	even	the	smallest	ways	
from	the	other	big	news	organiza-
tions.	At	this	point,	everyone	else	
in	the	media	is	standing	in	crisp	
formation,	in	their	starched	match-
ing	uniforms	and	their	little	caps,	
patiently	awaiting	orders	from	the	
billionaire	class.	.	.	.
	 Former	New	York	Times	in-
vestigative	reporter	and	Intercept	
co-founder	Glenn	Greenwald	de-
scribed	the	phenomena	this	week	
in	his	article:	“Teams	of	journalists	
at	three	of	the	most	influential	
corporate	media	outlets	…	devote	
the	bulk	of	their	‘journalism’	to	
searching	for	online	spaces	where	
they	believe	speech	and	conduct	
rules	are	being	violated,	flagging	
them,	and	then	pleading	that	

punitive	action	be	taken	(banning,	
censorship,	content	regulation,	
after-school	detention).”
	 The	attempts	to	silence	others	
is	“now	the	prevailing	ethos	in	cor-
porate	journalism,”	he	said,	adding	
that	such	organizations	have	no	
desire	to	take	on	“real	power	cen-
ters”	such	as	the	“military-industrial	
complex,	the	CIA	and	FBI,	the	clan-
destine	security	state,	Wall	Street,	
[and]	Silicon	Valley	monopolies.”

---------------

	 “If	the	world	hates	you,	know	
that	it	has	hated	me	before	it	
hated	you.		If	you	were	of	the	
world,	the	world	would	love	you	
as	its	own;	but	because	you	are	not	
of	the	world,	but	I	chose	you	out	
of	the	world,	therefore	the	world	
hates	you.		“I	have	said	all	these	
things	to	you	to	keep	you	from	
falling	away.		They	will	put	you	
out	of	the	synagogues.		Indeed,	
the	hour	is	coming	when	whoever	
kills	you	will	think	he	is	offering	
service	to	God.		And	they	will	do	
these	things	because	they	have	not	
known	the	Father,	nor	me.		But	I	
have	said	these	things	to	you,	that	
when	their	hour	comes	you	may	
remember	that	I	told	them	to	you.		
When	the	Spirit	of	truth	comes,	he	
will	guide	you	into	all	the	truth,	
for	he	will	not	speak	on	his	own	
authority,	but	whatever	he	hears	
he	will	speak,	and	he	will	declare	
to	you	the	things	that	are	to	come.	
	 	 (John	14,15,16	excerpts)

LIMITs & MuLTIPLE PrICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.

Best Garden

round or square
Point shovel

Hardware & Variety
ad Effective 2/18/21 to 2/24/21.   supplies limited to stock on hand.

Gems from the Past
From	our	ad	of	April	15,	1993.

	 Two	gardeners	for	wealthy	
estates	on	Long	Island	met	one	
day	at	the	local	hardware	store.		
"I	hear	you're	
working	for	
that	banker	
fellow	now,"	
said	one.
	 You've	
got	it	all	wrong,"	replied	the	
other.		"He	gets	up	at	five-thirty	
every	morning	to	get	aboard	
an	overcrowded,	rickety	train	to	
commute	to	the	hot	city	so	he	
can	keep	up	his	estate	and	pay	
us	all	our	weekly	wages.		No,	
I'm	not	working	for	him,	he's	
working	for	me!"

	 You	can't	do	much	about	
the	length	of	your	life,	but	you	
can	do	a	lot	about	its	depth	
and	width.

Echo REcycling
760-220-4232

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - sat. 9aM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum CrV ..... $1.65lb

#1 Plastic CrV ...... $1.28lb
 Pricing good thru February 24, 2021

rapitest Mini soil Tester
Tests	for	soil	alkalinity/acidity,	soil	fertility,	soil	moisture	
and	sunlight.	Simple	and	easy	to	use.	No	batteries	
required.		In	Aisle	3B.		#739245

$999

4	strong	diamond-back	tines	that	are	10-1/2"	long	and	
7-1/2"	wide.	Steel/wood	grip.	8"	powder	coated	ferrule,	
and	30"	hardwood	handle.		In	Aisle	3B.		#756199

Premier Peat Moss
45	lb.	2.2	Cu.	Ft.	Compressed	bale	of	sphagnum	moss.		Use	
as	a	soil	conditioner	to	increase	the	soil's	capacity	to	hold	water	
and	nutrients.		In	Aisle	3B.		#735043

Long	44"	ash	wood	handle.	No.	2	size	tempered	steel	blade.		
In	Aisle	3B.		#710608,	#710537

$799

Truper Pro Garden Hoe
6"	gray	head	with	pinned	nickel	ferrule	
and	60"	fiberglass	handle	with	10"	grip	for	
balance	and	control.	In	Aisle	3B.		#718720

$999

$1999Best Garden

flexogen Garden Hose
5/8"	diameter	X	50'	long.	Weather,	fungus	&	abrasion	resistant.	Patented	
8-layer	construction	with	black	flow	guard	collar.		Crush	resistant,	octagon	
brass	coupling.		This	is	the	hose	we	recommend!		In	Aisle	3B.		#724513

$1399

$1799Best Garden

spading fork

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

LVEDA Meeting
(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

wEd. MarCH 3, 5 PM.
at the Moose Lodge

on	Foothill	Road,	just	west
of	Tradepost	Road.	Outside	patio.

Food	service	available.
•	School	report	from	Peter.		

•	Reports	from	Sheriff	and	CHP.
•	Updates	on	legislative	&	other	at-
tempts	to	deal	with	illegal	growing.		

•	Keeping	the	Leader	alive.		
Digitizing	old	issues.

•	Possible	update	on	roads.

HOusEHOLd
HazardOus wasTE &
E-wasTE COLLECTION	

 saturday, March 21, 
9aM to Noon.  

 Behind the fire station.  Free 
disposal of household hazard-
ous waste (Antifreeze, Auto & 
Household Batteries, Motor Oil 
& Oil Filters, All Paint, Pesticides 
& Fertilizers, Household Clean-
ers, home-generated Needles in 
approved container, Computers, 
TV’s, Microwaves, Fluorescent 
Bulbs, Printers, Cell Phones, Space 
Heaters, Stereos, Radios, VCRs & 
DVD Players.
NO TIRES or APPLIANCES  

 Behind LV Fire Station, 33269 
Old Woman Springs Road. For info 
call 1-800-OILY CAT.


