
FATHER!
	 Were	you	fortunate	enough	
to	have	a	good	or	great	Dad	in	
your	growing-up	years?		One	
who	was	involved	in	your	life,	
who	set	a	good	example	by	his	
own	life,	who	taught	you	right	
and	wrong	and	appropriately	
applied	the	Board	of	Education	
when	Mom	didn’t	want	to?		If	
so,	count	your	
blessings!
	 As	I	read	that	
first	paragraph	
back	to	myself,	
I	am	amazed	
at	how	quaint	
and	outdated	it	
seems.		Where	
does	such	a	
Dad	like	that	
exist	anymore?	
The	old-fash-
ioned	image	
of	a	traditional	
strong	family	is	
often	conveyed	
by	references	to	“Leave	It	to	
Beaver”	or	“Ozzie	and	Harriet”,	or	
“Father	Knows	Best”	(Gasp!		How	
sexist!),	TV	shows	from	the	50’s	
and	60’s,	in	which	there	were	
present	the	biological	mothers	
and	fathers	of	the	kids,	married	
(!)	to	each	other,	and	Dad	was	
the	clear,	wise	head	of	the	family.		
(And	that	image	applied	to	any	
race	or	color.)		Wow!		How	far	we	
have	fallen!
	 Personally	I	consider	myself	
LUCKY	(or	blessed)	for	grow-
ing	up	in	one	of	those	traditional	
families,	complete	with	the	fail-
ings,	crises,	and	issues	that	
plague	any	healthy	family.		Most	
importantly,	I	had	a	strong	father	
who,	as	I	watched,	changed	from	
a	man	committed	to	excellence,	
integrity	and	doing	things	RIGHT,	
to	that	same	man,	but	one	
committed	to	following	GOD	at	
whatever	cost	to	his	ambitions	or	
desires	in	this	world.
	 My	dad	(known	to	most	as	
“Gommel”)	began	life	learning	
construction	and	carpentry	from	
my	General	Contractor	Grandpa	
Gommel,	who	included	“the	
kid”	and	as	is	often	the	case	
with	father/son	work	relation-
ships,	subjected	him	to	greater	
discipline	and	criticism	than	the	
other	guys	on	the	job.	After	being	
solidly	grounded	in	Grandpa’s	
practicality,	creative	problem	solv-

ing,	and	the	above-mentioned	
rock-solid	integrity,	Gommel	stud-
ied	civil	engineering,	graduating	
from	Cal	Berkeley	in	1942	with	a	
B.S.	degree	in	engineering.		(No,	
“B.S.”	here	stands	for	Bachelor	of	
Science,	not	that	other	odiferous	
word	in	your	warped	minds!)
	 Since	this	was	WWII,	Gom-
mel	tried	to	enlist	in	the	Navy	
Seabees	and	then	the	Army,	but	

between	poor	
vision	and	his	
“essential”	
service	in	the	
steel	pipe	
manufacturing	
industry,	he	
was	kept	out	
of	the	military	
and	ordered	
to	continue	
with	the	pipe	
manufactur-
ing,	which	was	
necessary	for	
the	war	effort.		

After	the	war,	Gommel	climbed	
the	ladder	of	worldly	success	in	
the	steel	industry.
	 When	I	was	a	small	child,	our	
family	was	living	in	Edmonton,	
Alberta,	Canada,	where	Gommel	
designed,	built	and	ran	another	
pipe	manufacturing	plant.		But	
God	had	other	ideas	in	mind	for	
him,	and	snatched	him	out	of	that	
life.		When	he	became	a	Believer,	
he	turned	his	whole	life	over	to	
God’s	direction,	which	led	to	
seminary	in	Indianapolis,	Indiana.		
	 He	graduated	Summa	Cum	
Laude	and	served	in	churches	
for	five	years	when	he	came	to	
believe	that	he	didn’t	belong	in	a	
church.		In	the	mainline	churches,	
there	was	resistance	to	the	call-
ing	to	serve	God	with	your	whole	
heart,	wherever	that	would	lead.		
So	a	small	group	of	people	began	
to	meet	in	our	house.		After	a	
year	of	this,	the	group	decided	
Gommel	should	go	to	Arrowhead	
Springs	in	San	Bernardino,	to	
work	at	Campus	Crusade	for	
Christ.		He	found	the	same	resis-
tance	to	doing	WHATEVER	God	
leads	in	the	“conservative”	side	of	
churchianity,	so	it	was	back	to	the	
idea	of	house	church,	with	about	
30	people	joining	with	them	in	
Reche	Canyon,	near	Colton,	CA.
	 That	group	of	Believers	has	
met	together	ever	since,	with	
different	compositions	at	differ-

ent	times.		However,	there	was	
one	more	big	change	coming	
for	Gommel:	rather	than	being	
just	a	minister	doing	churchy	
things,	God	had	him	become	a	
storekeeper,	doing	unchurchy	
things.		The	focus	was	no	less	
on	doing	God’s	thing,	and	he	
continued	preaching	and	lead-
ing	the	group	and	running	the	
stores	as	a	mission	of	service	
in	obedience	to	God’s	direction.	
That	began	in	1967	and	contin-
ues	to	the	present	day.
	 My	dad	was	a	great	earthly	
father,	which	is	so	important	in	
helping	us	relate	to	our	Father	
in	Heaven.		Each	Father’s	Day,	
I	think	about	the	gift	God	gave	
me	of	such	a	great	dad,	a	best	
friend,	a	sometimes	annoying	
yet	inspirational	boss.		And	as	a	
bonus,	he	pointed	us	all	to	the	
ultimate	Father.
	 It	is	for	discipline	that	you	
have	to	endure.	God	is	treating	
you	as	sons	[and	daughters].	
For	what	son	is	there	whom	his	
father	does	not	discipline?	If	
you	are	left	without	discipline,	
in	which	all	have	participated,	
then	you	are	illegitimate	chil-
dren	and	not	sons.	Besides	this,	
we	have	had	earthly	fathers	who	
disciplined	us	and	we	respected	
them.	Shall	we	not	much	more	
be	subject	to	the	Father	of	spirits	
and	live?	For	they	disciplined	us	
for	a	short	time	as	it	seemed	best	
to	them,	but	he	disciplines	us	
for	our	good,	that	we	may	share	
his	holiness.	For	the	moment	all	
discipline	seems	painful	rather	
than	pleasant,	but	later	it	yields	
the	peaceful	fruit	of	righteous-
ness	to	those	who	have	been	
trained	by	it.		(Hebrews	12:7-11)

		 	 	

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Contributed.  From the Web.

I'm NOT SuRE OF WHO I 
Am ANymORE!  WHO Am I 
. . . AND WHy?
I used to Be A Normal Person.
	 As	a	man,	I	used	to	think	I	was	
pretty	much	just	a	regular	person,	
but	I	was	born	white,	into	a	two-
parent	household	which	now,	
whether	I	like	it	or	not,	makes	me	
"Privileged",	a	racist	&	respon-
sible	for	slavery.
	 I	am	a	fiscal	&	moral	conserva-
tive,	which	by	today's	standards,	
makes	me	a	fascist	because	I	
plan,	budget	&	support	myself.
	 I	went	to	High	School,	College,	
military,	&	have	always	held	a	
job.	But	I	now	find	out	that	I	am	
not	here	because	I	earned	it,	but	
because	I	was	"advantaged”.
	 I	am	heterosexual,	which	ac-
cording	to	"gay"	folks,	now	makes	
me	a	homophobe.
	 I	am	not	a	Muslim,	which	now	
labels	me	as	an	infidel.
	 I	believe	in	the	2nd	Amend-
ment,	which	makes	me	a	de-
facto	member	of	the	"vast	NRA	
gun	lobby!”
	 I	am	older	than	60,	making	me	
a	useless	person	who	doesn't	
understand	Facebook,	Instagram,	
or	Twitter.
	 I	think	&	I	reason,	and	I	doubt	
much	of	what	the	"main	stream"	
media	tells	me,	which	makes	me	
a	"Right-wing	conspiracy	nut”.
	 I	am	proud	of	my	heritage	&	
our	inclusive	American	culture,	
making	me	a	xenophobe.
	 I	believe	in	hard	work,	fair	play,	
&	fair	compensation	according	
to	each	individual's	merits,	which	
today	makes	me	an	anti-socialist.
	 I	believe	our	system	guar-
antees	freedom	of	effort	--	not	
freedom	of	outcome	or	subsidies	
which	must	make	me	a	border-
line	sociopath.
	 I	believe	in	the	defense	&	pro-
tection	of	America	for	&	by	all	citi-

zens,	now	making	me	a	militant.
	 I	am	proud	of	our	flag,	what	
it	stands	for	and	the	many	who	
died	to	let	it	fly,	so	I	stand	&	sa-
lute	during	our	National	Anthem	
-	so	I	must	be	a	racist.
	 Please	help	me	come	to	terms	
with	the	new	me	because	I'm	just	
not	sure	who	I	am	anymore!
	 It	all	took	place	over	the	last	
few	years	of	Socialist	Political	
control;	it’s	time	to	get	rid	of	
these	fools.
	 And	as	if	all	this	nonsense	
leftist-labelling	me	a	privileged,	
advantaged,	racist,	fascist,	
homophobic,	infidel,	gun-nut,	old,	
right-winger,	xenophobic,	anti-so-
cialist,	sociopath,	militant,	wasn't	
enough	to	deal	with,	now	I	don't	
even	know	which	restroom	to	use	
.	.	.	and	I	gotta	go	MUCH	more	
FREQUENTLY!

------------
FATHERS AND SONS
Son:	For	$20,	I’ll	be	good.
Dad:	Oh,	yeah?		When	I	was	
your	age,	I	was	good	for	nothing.

 "When I 
was a boy 
of 14, my 
father was 
so ignorant, 
I could 
hardly 
stand to 
have the 
old man 
around.  But when I got to be 21, 
I was astonished at how much 
the old man had learned in seven 
years." —Mark	Twain

Hardware & Variety
Ad Effective 6/18/20 to 6/24/20.   Supplies limited to stock on hand.

TO KNOW mORE ABOuT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

LImITS & muLTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 4 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open mon. - Sat. 9Am - 4Pm

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

Aluminum CRV ..... $1.64lb

#1 Plastic CRV ...... $1.28lb
 Pricing good thru June 24, 2020

COmmuNITy NEWS
& INFORmATION

Contributed.
	 Since	the	Lucerne	Valley	
Economic	Development	Ass’n	
cannot	meet	during	the	lock-
down	period,	the	chairman	
Chuck	Bell	asked	to	be	able	
to	share	some	of	the	informa-
tion	we	usually	get	at	those	
meetings.
	 There	is	no LVEDA meet-
ing this month.	We	plan	to	
meet	in	July.		If	the	Senior	
Center	isn’t	open	–	we	can	
try	the	Moose	Lodge	–	or	the	
Park	is	now	open	so	we	can	
meet	at	the	tables	under	the	
canopy.
	 LV SCHOOL NEWS	--	Free	
“Grab and Go” meal	pick	up	
for	children	ages	18	and	under	
in	Lucerne	Valley	continues	out	
of	our	Middle/High	School	cam-
pus	cafeteria	Mondays	through	
Fridays	from	11:45	-	12:30.		
Program	continues	until	June	
30th.		For	more	info	call	760-
248-2136	or	760-248-2124.		
	 LV COmmuNITy CENTER	
will	make	wifi	available	in	the	
parking	lot	area	between	8am	
and	4pm.

-----------
	 The nice part about living 
in a small town is that when 
you don't know what you're 
doing, someone else does.

MADE	IN	THE	U.S.A.!!	
The	quality	and	variety	is	second	to	none!!	
Look	for	them	by	the	south	entrance.

Tin Signs $799
ea

Bubba Hero Large Insulated Tumbler

Features	removable	storage	tray	with	handle	for	smaller	tools	and	parts.		
Wide	latches	enable	smooth	closing	and	opening.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#367478

Stanley 19" Essential Toolbox

24	oz.		Dual-wall	vacuum	insulated	stainless	steel	tumbler	is	sweat	proof.		Leak	proof	lid	is	
designed	with	perfect	flow	and	locking	flapper.	Dishwasher	safe.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#600665

$999

Durable	construction	resists	scratching,	denting,	and	fading.		Drip-resistant	
spigot	and	stain	and	odor-resistant	liner.	In	Holiday	Lane.		#814857

Rubbermaid Victory 2 Gal. Water Jug $1299

Drop-forged	carbon	steel.	Double	dipped	cushion-grips.	Includes	6"	long	nose,	
6"	diagonal	cutting	and	7"	linesman	pliers.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#303763

 3 piece Plier Set $799

Designed	to	work	on	most	household	appliances	and	is	equipped	with	an	easy-to-read	3.5"	digital	display	
and	three	testing	functions:	AC	Voltage	to	500V,	DC	Voltage	to	600V	and	Resistance	to	2	meg	Ohms.		In	
the	Hardware	Window.		#529419

Gardner Bender Digital multi-Tester $1299

63	piece	standard	and	metric	1/4"	and	3/8"	drive	Socket	Set.		#346713

Channellock Ratchet and Socket Set $3999

Stihl GTA 26
Battery Pruning Saw

Includes	saw,	battery,	charger	and	case.		Whether	pruning	trees	
and	shrubs,	or	reducing	plant	cuttings,	the	GTA	26	offers	impressive	
performance,	quiet	operation,	and	a	long	battery	life!

Save 
$20!

$12995

$999

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Household Hazardous 

Waste & E-Waste 
 Collection	
 Saturday, June 27, 

9Am to Noon.  Behind 
the fire station.  

	 Free	disposal	of	household	
hazardous	waste	(Antifreeze,	Auto	
&	Household	Batteries,	Motor	Oil	
&	Oil	Filters,	Latex	Paint	(only),	
Pesticides	&	Fertilizers,	House-
hold	Cleaners,	home-generated	
Needles	in	approved	container,	
Computers,	TV’s,	Microwaves,	
Fluorescent	Bulbs,	Printers,	Cell	
Phones,	Space	Heaters,	Stereos,	
Radios,	VCRs	&	DVD	Players.

 NO TIRES or TRASH 
 NO APPLIANCES  
	 Behind	LV	Fire	Station,	
	 33269	Old	Woman	Springs	Road.	

For	info	call	1-800-OILY	CAT.

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-220-4232

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM 

ST. MARY HEALTH VAN   760-946-4240
  Will not come out until further notice.


