
Foundations
	 Last	week	I	had	to	go	down	
below	to	Orange	(City),	to	visit	a	
doctor	in	the	huge	St.	Joseph’s	
Hospital	medical	complex	there.		
Our	little	St.	Mary	Hospital	is	part	
of	that	whole	organization,	and	so	
our	doctors	who	are	in	that	medi-
cal	group	can	refer	us	to	doctors	
in	Orange	and	make	use	of	their	
expertise	in	focused	specialties,	
with	vast	resources	for	testing,	
X-rays,	etc.
	 Every	time	I	go	to	Orange,	I	
get	slightly	teary,	overcome	with	
warm	memories	of	my	Grandpa	
and	Grandma	Gommel,	who	
lived	in	Orange	from	the	1920’s	
to	the	1980’s.		Grandpa	Gom-
mel	was	a	gruff	character	with	
STRONG	convictions,	beliefs,	
and	especially	integrity.		He	was	
a	General	Contractor	whose	
specialty	was	the	more	difficult	
remodeling	work,	all	around	that	
area.		He	was	the	kind	of	guy	
who	refused	to	move	his	car	
until	the	newly	installed	parking	
meter	had	finished	its	time,	even	
though	a	parade	was	coming.		
The	police	were	not	amused.
	 Grandpa’s	house,	at	1103	
W.	Chapman	Ave.,	was	a	few	
blocks	from	the	famous	traffic	
circle	in	the	middle	of	Orange.		
He	and	my	dad	did	some	kind	
of	repair	work	on	the	fountain	
‘way	back	when	my	dad	was	a	
young	man	(1930’s	I	suppose).		
About	halfway	between	the	
circle	and	Grandpa’s	house	was	
a	Foster’s	Freeze,	that	served	
wonderful	soft	serve	ice	cream	
dipped	in	chocolate.

	 As	a	child,	our	family	moved	
all	over	the	place,	from	Southern	
California,	to	Edmonton,	Alberta,	
Canada,	to	Indianapolis,	Indiana,	
and	back	to	Southern	California.		

But	all	during	those	years,	that	
place	on	Chapman	Avenue	was	
like	home	base,	even	though	
we	spent	little	time	there.		It	was	
warm,	welcoming,	and	smelled	
good	as	only	Orange	County	in	
those	years	could	smell,	its	air	
infused	with	the	fragrances	of	
orange	blossoms,	avocado	trees,	
and	many	other	growing	things	
that	loved	the	rich	soil	there.
So	when	I	go	to	Orange	now,	and	
all	of	that	is	gone,	torn	down	and	
covered	over	with	new,	modern	
edifices,	it	breaks	my	heart.		Yes,	
life	goes	on,	
but	the	spirits	
of	the	great	
souls	who	
built	that	city	
still	inhabit	
many	of	its	
nooks	and	
crannies.		And	
now	the	cen-
ter	of	Orange	
has	been	made	“historic”,	so	the	
old	buildings	surrounding	it	are	
frozen	into	a	charming	time	warp,	
as	people	who	are	clueless	to	
its	living	past	wander	its	streets,	
almost	like	a	Knotts	Berry	Farm.
	 Right	here	in	Lucerne	Valley,	
we	have	similar	sites	that	are	
now	abandoned	wrecks	but	have	
stories	to	tell	of	human	hopes	
and	dreams	lived	out	with	varying	
degrees	of	success	or	happi-
ness.		There	are	several	within	
just	a	few	minutes’	walk	from	our	
house.
	 When	walking	our	two	dogs	a	
couple	of	years	ago,	I	discovered	
a	large	stand	of	tamarisk	trees,	
mixed	in	with	black	locust	trees,	

and	a	huge	stand	of	bamboo,	
encircling	what	must	have	been	
a	reservoir,	since	there	is	also	a	
well	there.	Miraculously,	these	
trees	and	bamboo	are	healthy	

still.	Someone	built	stone	culverts	
under	the	drive,	and	wire	fencing	
is	tumbled	down	flat	around	its	
boundaries.		Just	to	the	east	is	
an	empty	concrete	pad	where	a	
house	once	stood.		Wow.		
	 I	loved	going	there,	to	imagine	
who	did	all	that	work,	and	wonder	
why	no	one	is	there	now.		Were	
there	no	kids	who	cared?		Did	the	
desert	defeat	them?		I	no	longer	
go	there	because	a	neighbor	
chose	to	use	it	as	a	dump,	and	I	
can’t	stand	to	see	it	violated	like	
that.		Someday	I’m	going	to	clean	

up	the	trash,	and	
if	that	guy	(yes,	
I	know	who	he	
is)	does	it	again,	
I’m	gonna,	well,	
I	dunno	what	
I’m	gonna	do.		
Maybe	just	go	
yell	at	him	to	
clean	it	up!
	 To	the	west	of	

that	place	a	few	minutes,	there	
is	another	old	place,	with	a	wood	
shack	
on	its	
last	
legs,	
ready	
to	
com-
pletely	
col-
lapse	
in	a	
strong	wind.		There	also	is	a	well	
and	a	beautiful	stone	reservoir	
that	took	much	effort	to	build.		
Who	did	all	that	work?		What	did	
they	hope	for	their	lives?
	 And	then	the	dogs.		I	LOVE	
all	dogs,	and	especially	our	two.		
But	even	they	create	heartbreak	
as	they	pass	on	before	we	do,	
with	lifespans	a	fraction	of	ours.		
Why,	God,	did	You	create	these	
creatures	that	we	love	so	much,	
only	to	break	our	hearts	when	
they	leave	us??		Did	you	mean	
for	us	to	learn	to	love	and	care	for	
something	other	than	ourselves,	
and	then	to	learn	the	pain	of	
separation?		Is	that	how	You	feel	
towards	us,	even	though	we	can	
feel	only	a	tiny	fraction	of	what	
You	feel?
	 So	what’s	this	all	about,	any-
way?		What	brings	it	all	together	
is	the	realization	that	the	pain	
we	feel	when	these	things	decay	
or	fail	us	should	point	us	to	our	

Creator,	who	will	NOT	let	us	
down,	who	will	NOT	leave	us,	
who	will	NOT	disintegrate,	tumble	
down,	and	will	NOT	leave	fading	
memories	in	the	blowing	wind.		
He	placed	that	sadness	in	us	
because	deep	down	inside	we	
KNOW	that	we	were	created	to	
live	without	that	pain,	to	live	in	the	
joy	and	security	of	a	life	with	Him,	
with	His	creatures,	in	harmony	
with	His	creation.		
	 Even	Jesus’	disciples	had	to	
learn	these	lessons:
	 Jesus left the temple and was 
going away, when his disciples 
came to point out to him the 
buildings of the temple.  But 
he answered them, “You see all 
these, do you not? Truly, I say 
to you, there will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.”	
	 	 	 (Matt.	24:1)		
	 Yes,	He	was	probably	speak-
ing	of	the	destruction	of	Je-
rusalem	and	the	temple	that	
occurred	in	70	A.D.,	but	He	was	

also	speaking	
God’s	truth	
about	the	futil-
ity	of	trusting	
in	man-made	
creations,	or	
hoping	in	val-
ues	created	by	
a	fallen	world.		
	 The	only	
true	stability	

available	to	us	is	if	we	realize	we	
must	build	our	houses	on	a	foun-
dation	of	rock	and	not	on	sand,	
the	solid	Rock	of	God’s	Holy	
Spirit	and	not	the	sand	of	our	
fleeting	lives	here	on	this	earth.
	 What	a	comforting	thought,	to	
know	that	this	ain’t	all	there	is,	
and	there’s	much	better	in	store	
for	us,	if	we	will	choose	it.

	 	 	 	 	

Hardware & Variety
ad Effective 5/28/20 to 6/3/20.   supplies limited to stock on hand.
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on tHE LiGHtER sidE
cHicKEn tEst 
	 It	seems	the	US	Federal	Aviation	
Administration	(FAA)	has	a	unique	
device	for	testing	the	strength	of	
windshields	on	airplanes.	The	
device	is	a	gun	that	launches	a	dead	
chicken	at	a	plane's	windshield	at	ap-
proximately	the	speed	the	plane	flies.
	 The	theory	is	that	if	the	wind-
shield	doesn't	crack	from	the	
carcass	impact,	it'll	survive	a	real	
collision	with	a	bird	during	flight.	It	
seems	the	British	were	very	inter-
ested	in	this	and	wanted	to	test	a	
windshield	on	a	brand	new,	speedy	
locomotive	they're	developing.
	 They	borrowed	the	FAA's	chicken	
launcher,	loaded	the	chicken	and	
fired.	The	ballistic	chicken	shattered	
the	windshield,	went	through	the	
engineer's	chair,	broke	an	instru-
ment	panel	and	embedded	itself	
in	the	back	wall	of	the	engine	cab.	
The	British	were	stunned	and	asked	
the	FAA	to	recheck	the	test	to	see	if	
everything	was	done	correctly.
	 The	FAA	reviewed	the	test	thor-
oughly	and	had	one	recommenda-
tion:	"Use	a	thawed	chicken."

LiMits & MuLtiPLE PRicinG
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 4 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

Echo REcycling
760-220-4232

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
open Mon. - sat. 9aM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum cRV ..... $1.64lb

#1 Plastic cRV ...... $1.28lb
 Pricing good thru June 3, 2020

          sERVicEs at
  cRossRoads cEntER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST FOUNDATION BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-220-4232

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 2PM 

ST. MARY HEALTH VAN   760-946-4240
  Will not come out until further notice.

coMMunitY nEWs
& inFoRMation

Contributed.
	 Since	the	Lucerne	Valley	
Economic	Development	Ass’n	
cannot	meet	during	the	lock-down	
period,	the	chairman	Chuck	Bell	
asked	to	be	able	to	share	some	of	
the	information	we	usually	get	at	
those	meetings.
 nEW PRiMaRY caRE 
"H cLinic" oPEn Monday 
thru Friday.	32770	Old	Woman	
Springs,	Unit	A,	760-625-0052.		
By	appointment	or	walk-in.		Ac-
cepting	Medicare,	Medical	&	
many	insurances.		
	Regarding	the	proposed	
“staGEcoacH soLaR” 
PRojEct	on	State	School	Lands	
in	the	north	valley	off	Lucerne	
Cut-off	Rd.:		Our	coalition	sent	
a	lengthy	and	thorough	letter	
on	the	issues	associated	with	
‘Environmental	Justice’,	espe-
cially	those	affecting	our	‘Severely	
Disadvantaged	Community”.		This	
massive	array	of	solar	panels	
would	include	a	transmission	line	
south	along	Barstow	Rd.	to	the	
proposed	SCE	Calcite	Substation.		
We	will	also	be	commenting	on	
the	content	of	the	Environmental	
Impact	Report.
	 The	Watermaster court hear-
ing	is	pending.		The	new	judge	in-
tends	to	keep	lowering	our	usable	
water	rights	by	5%	every	year	
even	though	our	groundwater	
levels	have	remained	stable	over	
the	past	25	years.		It	will	affect	the	
economy	of	the	entire	community,	
not	just	those	adjudicated	parties	
(both	agricultural	and	industrial)	
with	water	rights.		
	 We	will	intervene	but	with	
unlikely	success.		Even	the	
Watermaster	Bd.	(Mojave	Water	
Agency)	and	its	attorney	haven’t	
been	able	to	convince	the	judge	
that	his	actions	are	unnecessary.
High school graduation:	we	will	
be	honoring	the	Class	of	2020	
on	Friday,	May	29th	at	9:30	am	
behind	the	Ron	Peavy	stadium	in	
a	drive	up	format.		
small schools district ass’n	
director	will	attend	our	graduation,	
address	our	students,	and	present	
the	district	with	the	Blue	Angel	
Model	District	Award.

On/off	watering	cycle.	Features	daily	clock	option	of	12	or	24	hours.	Run	time	from	
1	to	360	minutes.	Requires	(4)	AAA	batteries	(not	included).	In	Aisle	3B.	#724489

nelson
Electronic timer

$2699

5/8”	x	50’.		This is the hose we recommend!		Resists	damage	from	
weather	and	abrasion.	Patented	8-layer	construction.	Octagon	brass	cou-
pling	are	crush-resistant.	Not	safe	for	drinking	water.		In	Aisle	3B.		#724513

Flexogen
50' Garden Hose

$2299

3500	sq.	ft.		Ideal	for	watering	large,	rectangular	areas.		19	spray	nozzles	provide	
even	watering	coverage	without	creating	puddles.	In	Aisle	3B.	#724336

Best Garden

oscillating sprinkler

12-foot	portable	pre-assembled	mist	cooling	kit.	Cools	the	surrounding	air	temperature	
by	up	to	20	degrees.	Attach	the	alligator	clips	to	an	umbrella,	awning,	fence,	or	other	
structure.	Then	connect	to	a	standard	garden	hose.		In	Aisle	2B.		#752616

orbit Portable
Misting Kit

$1499

$1499

We have lots 
of DRIP 

IRRIGATION 
SUPPLIES 
in Aisle 2B

Brass.		Saves	water	and	gives	more	
power	-	uses	40%	less	water	than	
a	classic	pistol	nozzle.	Will	not	leak.	
Made	in	the	USA	and	assembled	
by	disabled	veterans.		In	Aisle	2B.		
#700377

Little Big shot
twist nozzle

$799

Operates	as	a	shutoff	valve	for	hose	
faucets.	Use	at	the	faucet	connection	
or	at	the	end	of	a	sprinkler	to	adjust	
flow	control.	5	year	warranty.		
In	Aisle	3B.		#705276

orbit Pro Flo
Hose shutoff

$499

TIME TO WATER?


