
CHRISTMAS!
CHRISTMAS?

	 Many	of	us	groan	and	moan	
about	Christmas,	how	it’s	been	
ruined	by	commercialization,	and	
how	Santa	and	Black	Friday	sales	
have	crowded	out	virtually	all	
reference	to	the	underlying	story	
of	Christmas	that	we	know	from	
the	Bible.		Yes,	churches	still	sing	

carols	and	sometimes	place	nativity	
scenes	out	front,	and	many	still	
do	try	to	honor	the	spiritual	side	of	
Christmas	by	honoring	Joseph	and	
Mary	and	baby	Jesus,	but	mostly	
that’s	been	sidelined.
	 But	what	do	we	know	about	the	
story	of	Christmas?	Oh,	we	can	
recite	the	stories	of	the	wise	men	
in	Matthew	and	the	shepherds	in	
Luke.		Isn’t	that	the	story?
	 I	would	say	that	yes,	it	probably	
gives	us	the	basic	outline	of	the	
story	of	Jesus’	coming	and	early	
life.		But	there	is	so	much	we	don’t	
know	and	so	much	locked	into	
tradition,	and	so	we	can	miss	the	
spirit	of	it,	and	God’s	Spirit	in	it!
	 A	recent	article	from	C.S.	Lewis	
Institute	by	Joel	Woodruff,	“Declut-
tering	Christmas”,	gave	me	a	new	
perspective	on	this.		Mr.	Woodruff	
describes	how	one	Christmas	their	
family’s	extensive	Christmas	deco-
rations	were	packed	away	and	so	
they	couldn’t	decorate	as	usual,	but	
they	found	relief	that	all	that	clutter	
was	missing.		Then	he	speculated	
about	a	parallel	decluttering	of	the	
Christmas	story	that	we	all	assume	
as	the	basis	of	Christmas.		Some	of	
his	basic	points:
	 1.	So Joseph helps 
Mary onto the donkey, 
and they start their 
journey. “Cut!” There 
is no donkey men-
tioned in the biblical 
account. Being from a 
poorer family, it’s likely 
that Mary and Joseph 
would have made the 
long, hard, three-day journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem on foot.
	 2.	So we have Mary and Joseph 
now walking to Bethlehem from 
Nazareth. They are bundled up, 
as the winter month of December 
can be bitterly cold. “Cut!” When 
did they go? ‘. . . shepherds were 

abiding in the fields with their 
flocks by night.’ In biblical times, 
farmers allowed shepherds into 
their fields after the fall harvest in 
October. . . .This means that the 
birth of Christ was probably in Oc-
tober, so much for our December 
white Christmas.
	 3.	. . . the innkeeper of the Beth-
lehem Holiday Inn shares the sad 
news that he has no vacancies. . . . 
“there was no room for them in the 
inn.” “Cut!” Greek scholars today 
tell us that the word translated 
“inn” . . . is better translated “guest 
room.” In other words, Joseph 
sought shelter at someone’s home, 
likely . . . relatives.
	 4.	Mary and Joseph are at least 
given a nicely built wooden 
stable to sleep in. 
Well, we’ll need to 
pause again. The 
stable or the place 
that the animals 
were kept was 
probably a cave.
	 5.	The kings or 
wise men also come that evening 
to pay homage to Jesus and give 
him gifts. “Cut!” While it is true that 
the wise men, the magi, did follow 
the star to Bethlehem to pay hom-
age to the King of the Jews, . . . it is 
likely that the wise men met Jesus 
as much as two years after the 
actual date of Jesus’s birth.
	 I	love	it	when	something	like	
this	breaks	images	and	makes	me	
think!		What	the	author	writes	may	
or	may	not	be	true,	but	it	certainly	
could	be,	and	it’s	most	important	
to	pry	us	away	from	mindless	
habits	or	assumptions	and	let	
God’s	Spirit	speak	to	us.		I	love	the	
author’s	final	paragraph:

	 So we have declut-
tered the story of the 
birth of Christ. There is 
no donkey to carry Mary 
to Bethlehem, no De-
cember white Christmas, 
no inn or innkeeper, 
no wooden stable, and 
no wise men by the 
manger. So what do we 

have left? We still have the simple 
yet complex, glorious, marvelous, 
wonderful, awe-inspiring true story 
of a step-dad named Joseph and 
an obedient, grace-filled teenager 
named Mary, who gave birth to the 
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. 
As C.S. Lewis puts it in Mere Chris-
tianity, we have the story that tells 

us how “the Son of God became a 
man to enable men to become the 
sons of God.”
	 Does	that	not	fill	you	with	a	
sense	of	awe	and	appreciation	at	
the	true	gift	of	Christmas?		Does	it	
not	clear	your	mind	of	the	stan-
dard	Christmas	clutter	and	open	
your	heart	for	God’s	Holy	Spirit	to	
speak	to	you?	
	 The	Bible	relates	another	Christ-
mas	story,	when	Jesus	went	to	
Jerusalem	at	the	time	of	Hanukkah,	
which	coincides	with	our	Christmas	
season.		John	10:22-30	(NLT)	says:
 It was now winter, and Jesus 
was in Jerusalem at the time of 

Hanukkah, the Festival of 
Dedication. He was in the 
Temple, walking through 

the section known as 
Solomon’s Colon-
nade. The people 
surrounded him and 
asked, “How long 

are you going to keep 
us in suspense? If you 

are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” Jesus replied, “I have 
already told you, and you don’t 
believe me. The proof is the work 
I do in my Father’s name. But you 
don’t believe me because you are 
not my sheep. My sheep listen to 
my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one 
can snatch them away from me, 
for my Father has given them to 
me, and he is more powerful than 
anyone else. No one can snatch 
them from the Father’s hand. The 
Father and I are one.”
	 I	confess:	I	love	that	God	
reaches	out	to	us	with	a	solution	
to	our	being	broken,	rebellious	
humans.		He	sent	Jesus	to	pay	
the	penalty	for	us,	and	if	we	ac-
cept	it,	we	become	His	and	no	
one	can	take	us	from	Him.		God	
guarantees	that.
	 Now	that’s	the	real	Christmas	
story!!!							

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
12/13/18 to 12/19/18.

Supplies limited
to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

Hours 

Sunday thru Thursday

6A to 9P

Friday & Saturday

6A to 10P

Made	with	a	polyester	exterior	and	large	
insulated	cooler	section,	this	cooler	will	
hold	lots	of	cans	or	beverages.	Fill	the	
inside	with	ice,	add	your	beer,	wine,	soda	
and	beverages.		Easy	access	through	
the	hole	on	top	..		Includes	carrying	case.		
Supply	limited.		In	Aisle	1B.

Collapsible
Party Cooler

$1999

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Contributed.  From the Web.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
KIDS’ LETTERS ARRIvE 
AT THE NORTH POLE?
Does Kringle and Co. sell the 
data to online marketers?	We 
read the fine print on Santa’s 
website:
•	Santa’s Privacy Policy:	At	

Santa’s	Workshop,	your	privacy	
is	important	to	us.	What	follows	is	
an	explanation	of	how	we	collect	
and	safeguard	your	personal	
information.

•	Why Do We Need This Informa-
tion?	Santa	Claus	requires	your	
information	in	order	to	compile	his	

annual	list	of	who	is	Naughty	and	
who	is	Nice	and	to	ensure	accu-
racy	when	he	checks	it	twice.

•	What Information Do We Col-
lect?	We	obtain	information	
from	the	unsolicited	letters	sent	
to	Santa	by	children	all	over	
the	world	listing	specific	items	
they	would	like	to	receive	for	
Christmas.	Often	these	letters	
convey	additional	information,	
such	as	which	of	their	siblings	
are	doodyheads.	The	letters	also	
provide	another	important	piece	
of	information—fingerprints.	We	
run	these	through	databases	
maintained	by	the	FBI,	CIA,	NSA,	
Interpol,	MI6,	and	the	Mossad.	If	
we	find	a	match,	it	goes	straight	
on	the	Naughty	List.

•	What Do We Do with the Infor-
mation We Collect?	Sharing	is	
one	of	the	joys	of	Christmas.	For	
this	reason,	we	share	your	per-
sonal	information	with	unaffiliated	
third	parties:	the	Easter	Bunny,	
the	Tooth	Fairy,	and	Hanukkah	
Harry.		 					—Laurence	Hughes

 “Maybe Christmas, he 
thought, doesn’t come from 
the store. Maybe Christmas 
. . . perhaps . . . means a little 
bit more!” 
	 	 	 --	The	Grinch,	by	Dr	Seuss

14”	long.		Friction	powered.		
Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Fire Rescue
Helicopter $699

10”	doll	with	3	dresses	and	accessories.		
Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Prom Queen
Fashion Doll $499

1:32	scale.		Semi	with	2	ATVs	on	flatbed.		
14”	long.		Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Semi Truck
with 2 ATvs

$799

Features	8	hours	of	battery	life,	song	search	&	song	
skip,	built-in	microphone,	&	suction	cup.	Pair	your	
Bluetooth	enabled	device	&	answer	calls	hands-free.		
Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

BeU Shower
Speaker

$799

Compatible	with	all	Bluetooth-enabled	devices.	
Media	shortcut	keys.	Built-in	mic.	Stay	active	
and	comfortable	with	these	wireless	Bluetooth	
sport	earbuds.		Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Hype Jolt
Wireless Sport
Earbuds

$799

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

Aluminum CRv ..... $1.70lb

#1 Plastic CRv ...... $1.24lb
 Pricing good thru December 19, 2018

          SERvICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5404

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM 

ST. MARY HEALTH VAN   760-946-4240
  Every Thursday except December
  8:30AM - 3:30PM in our parking lot.

Charm	of	Vogue	Doll.		Includes	
plastic	dresses	and	accessories.		
Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Doll with
Dresses

$499

Includes	12	construction	trucks	
with	decals.		Supply	limited.		
In	Holiday	Lane.

Construction
Toy Set $799

1:48	scale.		15	inches	long.		Decals	of	
racing	motorcycles	on	container	box.		
Supply	limited.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Friction Powered
Transporter
Truck

$799

Cans	not	
included.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Photos with Santa	Saturday,	Dec.	

15,	1PM	to	3PM	at	Lucerne	Valley	
Market	&	Hardware.		Photos	will	be	
available	the	following	day	(the	printer	
is	too	slow).		Sponsored	by	the	L.V.	
Roadrunners	and	L.V.	Market	&	Hard-
ware.		No	charge	for	photos.

L.v. School Board Meeting	
	 Thursday,	Dec.	13,	starts	at	

5:30PM.		At	the	Alternative	Educa-
tion	Center,	8560	Aliento	Rd	up	
Highway	18.

ST. MARY’S vAN	will	NOT	
	 be	here	during	the	entire	month	
	 of	December.

• Lucerne valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

	 “Christmas	is	a	season	not	only	
of	rejoicing	but	of	reflection.”	
	 	 --	Winston	Churchill


