
 

THOUGHTS ON A
RAINY MORNING

 This morning (Tuesday, Febru-
ary 27), before I came to work, 
something made me look outside 
to see if the patio was wet, and 
sure enough it was!  It had rained 
or lightly snowed 
during the night.  
Thank You, Father!  
We had been pes-
tering Him for rain, 
and will continue 
to do so, hoping 
for enough more to 
satisfy our thirsty 
desert, and fill the 
lakes around us.
 I decided to defy 
the weather and 
ride my bicycle to 
work.  The dilemma 
that this creates is 
this: do I drive to 
work as an act of faith that God will 
send more rain, or do I ride my bike 
to ensure that the rain will come, 
like it always seems to come if you 
wash your car.  Oh, foo!  I forgot!  I 
should have washed my car.
 Regardless, the ride to the store 
was marvelous.  The air was crisp, 
cool, and post-rain brisk, with that 
wonderful fragrance of rainy desert 
all around.  The mountains looming 
into cloud blankets were white 
with snow, and became whiter the 
farther west I looked.  The valley 
to the north was brightening as the 
sun began his daily run across our 
wide-open sky, with the blue com-
peting with the gray for dominance. 
 I know God sends to us these 
moments of indescribable beauty 
as a hint of things to come, a kind 
of peephole into our eternal future, 
if we choose that life and relation-
ship with Him.  And as I rode the 
short route to the store, all of the 
issues swirling around us these 

days kept crowding into my head, 
interfering with the inspiration pro-
vided by the setting of our life here 
in Lucerne Valley.

 There are many, many serious 
issues that demand attention, from 
the very personal to the global.  
The personal issues for me center 
on those annoying problems of 
getting older.  I used to think of 
people my age as OLD.  Now old 
has moved up the line, and my cur-

rent age is upper 
middle class, oops, 
I mean, upper 
middle age.  And 
the “upper” keeps 
going up and up.  
However, my body 
doesn’t always 
agree with me 
about that, and it 
presents the aches 
and pains and daily 
issues that I always 
heard about but 
wrote off as stuff 
for old folks.  Uh, 

here I am, an old folk, I guess!  So 
I have to work with it, I suppose.
 And then there are our com-
munity issues, which seem to be 
proliferating, and wearing us all 
out with the fight for survival under 
regimes hostile to us “Normals”. 
We struggle against the encroach-
ment of bureaucrats and regulators 
who have no concept of Normal 
life here at the grassroots.  Those 
who “govern” us live in gated com-
munities, often with armed guards 
and several servants, but they 
don’t hesitate to demonize us as 
we live and work and try to protect 
ourselves in this setting we love.  
We fight against the depredation 
of our desert for renewable energy 
installations that bring no benefit 
and only industrial ugliness to us.  
We fight to retain the right to use 
clean hauled water, as has been 
the practice for decades, which 
allows us to live on properties that 
have no other source of water.  We 
work ourselves to the bone to keep 

the various businesses afloat to 
serve our local neighbors.
 On a more global scale, we 
see things happening that take 

our breath away and threaten to 
remove the very foundation of our 
once-great country.  We can no 
longer trust the courts for sound 
judgments.  We cannot rely on our 
police agencies, especially the FBI, 
for competent law enforcement.  
We cannot find objective reporting 
on news ANYwhere, but instead 
are subjected to fake news almost 
100% of the time.  
 Then we see the slaughter of in-
nocents with increasing frequency, 
and rather than push common-
sense solutions, like training and 
arming more people to protect 
others on the spot, we must listen 
to all the blather about the Leftist 
agenda of taking our guns away.  
Anyone with an ounce of brains 
knows that their solution of disarm-
ing the people is the exact opposite 
of what should happen, and a 
recipe for the destruction of what 
made this nation the beacon of 
liberty to the world that it has been.  
 On the world stage, like clouds 
in the sky forming, combining, and 
re-forming, we see nations forming 
agreements and alliances that are 
deadly and a dire threat to the rest 
of us, with the all-powerful nuclear 
weapons backing them up.  Our 
soul-mate, Israel, sits there in the 
Middle East, a tiny speck of light in 
a huge sea of spiritual and political 
darkness, while so many nations 
choose to support the dark side, 
isolating our ally and rejecting us 
along with them.  Tensions are 
increasing exponentially on Israel’s 
borders, forming several flash-
points, any of which could ignite a 
major, even a world, war.
 Wow!  What are we to think?  
My dad would ask me, “What did 
you expect? Where is your hope?”  
Without hope in God, we should 
be very afraid.  Paul said to the 
Thessalonians, “For you yourselves 
are fully aware that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the 
night.  While people are saying, 
‘There is peace and security,’ then 
sudden destruction will come upon 
them . . . But you are not in dark-
ness, . . . For you are all children of 
light, children of the day. . . . let us 
not sleep, as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober . . . hav-
ing put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation.” (I Thess. 5, portions)
 Yay!  Really!  The Spirit tells 
us to trust in God and watch Him 

work!  His enemies will get their 
just desserts, sooner rather than 
later.  Just be sure you are on His 
side when that happens.
 Now, back to the bicycle ride in 
the morning, in the cool, crisp air, 
with the snow-frosted mountains all 
around, and the sun about to peek 
above the horizon . . . Let us ask 
the Spirit to come in and fill us with 
His peace.  

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Contributed.  From the Web.

REMEMBER
• Don't let your worries get the best 
of you; remember, Moses started 
out as a basket case. 
• Many folks want to serve God, but 
only as advisors. 
• It is easier to preach ten sermons 
than it is to live one. 
• When you get to your wit's end, 
you'll find God lives there. 
• People are funny; they want the 
front of the bus, middle of the road, 
and back of the church. 
• Opportunity may knock once, but 
temptation bangs on the front door 
forever. 
• Quit griping about your church; if 
it was perfect, you couldn't belong. 
• We're called to be witnesses, not 
lawyers or judges. 
• I don't know why some people 
change churches, what difference 
does it make which one you stay 
home from? 
• Be ye fishers of men. You catch 
'em - he'll clean 'em. 
• Coincidence is when God 
chooses to remain anonymous. 
• Don't put a question mark where 
God put a period. 
• Don't wait for 6 strong men to take 
you to church.
• God grades on the cross, not the 
curve. 
• God loves everyone, but prob-
ably prefers 'fruits of the spirit' over 
'religious nuts!' 
• God promises a safe landing, not 
a calm passage.
• If God is your Co-pilot, swap 
seats! 
• The task ahead of us is never as 
Great as the Power behind us. 
• The Will of God never takes you 
to where the Grace of God will not 
protect you. 

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
3/8/18 to 3/14/18.
Supplies limited

to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

Shop online for even more selection
LucerneValley.DoItBest.com

Free Ship-to-Store on many items

Hours 

Sunday thru Thursday

6A to 9P

Friday & Saturday

6A to 10P

3 piece, contains: 9 In. x 3/8 In. roller cover, 
9 In. roller frame and plastic tray. In Aisle 2A.  
#781434

Best Look

Roller & 
Tray Set

Gallon. Custom colors 
available. In Aisle 2A.
#770128,130,134,137,1770

Color Solutions
Self-Priming
Interior Flat
Latex Paint

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

Aluminum CRV ..... $1.70lb

#1 Plastic CRV ...... $1.23lb
 Pricing good thru March 14, 2018

3" wide.  Stiff.  Ground and polished 
high-carbon steel.  In Aisle 2A.  #774766

Scraper

Pad 3" x 7".  For interior or exterior, smooth 
or rough surfaces. Threaded handle fits most 
extension poles. Aisle 2A.  #792761

Shur•Line
Premium
Pad Painter

3" polyester one coat brush. 
In Aisle 2A.  #784333

Best Look

Paint Brush $399
Quart.  For general resurfacing and re-
pair uses. Adheres to wood, plaster, and 
wallboard without shrinking or cracking. 
In Aisle 2A.  #790621

$299Lightweight
Spackle

1" x 60 yards, A pro grade masking tape that 
provides clean removability even from glass that 
has been left in direct sunlight for up to 14 days. 
In Aisle 2A.  #799812

Blue
Painter's Tape

$299

$399

$199

Almost Spring
Painting Sale!

sAVE $5!
$1899

$299

ON THE PORCHES
     AT THE STORE
SAT, March 10, 11A-12:30P, 

RECEIVE A BLESSING, 
by Pentecostal M.I. Church.  
Bringing the work of God and 
giving water.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.V. School Board Meeting 
Thursday, March 8, starts at 5:30PM.  
At the Alternative Education Center, 
8560 Aliento Rd up Highway 18.

Household Hazardous Waste 
& E-Waste Collection  
Saturday, March 17, 9AM to 
Noon.  Behind the fire station.  
Free disposal of household haz-
ardous waste (Antifreeze, Auto & 
Household Batteries, Motor Oil & 
Oil Filters, All Paint, Pesticides & 
Fertilizers, Household Clean-
ers, home-generated Needles in 
approved container, Computers, 
TV’s, Microwaves, Fluorescent 
Bulbs, CPU’s, Printers, Clothes 
Irons, Cell Phones & Telephones, 
Space Heaters, Stereos, Radios, 
VCRs & DVD Players.  Behind 

 LV Fire Station, 33269 Old 
Woman Springs Road. For info 
call 1-800-OILY CAT.

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

I try to take one 
day at a time, 
but sometimes

several days attack 
me all at once!


