
MY CONFESSION
	 Dum	de	dum	dummmm.		Dum	
de	dum	dum	dummmmm.		(To	the	
tune	of	Dragnet,	for	those	of	you	
who	remember.)
	 Right	after	I	wrote	about	Amazon	
(and	other	mega-retailers)	having	
significant	impact	on	local	busi-
nesses,	I	had	to	make	a	decision	
where	to	buy	a	new	bike.		Mine	
broke	and	is	at	the	stage	where	
it	makes	more	sense	to	buy	a	
new	one	than	it	does	to	fix	the	old	
one.		So	what	did	I	do?		I	looked	
on	Amazon.		And	why	did	I	look	
there?		Because:	1)	They	have	
several	models	and	brands	to	look	
at;	2)	They	have	customer	ratings	
and	feedback;	and	3)	They	have	
several	in	my	price	range	($3-400,	
which	is	cheap	for	bicycles).	
	 I	narrowed	down	the	right	bikes	
to	three,	none	of	which	were	Cadil-
lacs	of	any	sort,	but	rather	more	
like	Fords.		Pintos,	that	is.		Their	
price	was	about	what	I	expected	to	
pay.		But	Sir	William	suggested	I	
stick	with	the	local	(Victorville)	bike	
shop,	where	we	have	bought	bikes	
for	years,	so	I	called	them.		Yes,	
they	had	the	women’s	step-through	
bike	I	was	looking	for,	at	$399,	or	
better	yet,	a	better	brand	for	$569.		
Come	on	in	and	try	them	out.		
	 I	was	ok	with	that,	until.		Until	I	
opened	my	email	on	Sunday,	and	
right	at	the	top	(of	40	or	so		emails)	
was	an	Amazon	promo	for	one	of	
the	bikes	I	had	picked,	on	sale	for	
$189.		Oh,	brother.		Sir	William,	
what	do	I	do	now?		That’s	less	
than	half	the	price!		And	if	I	pay	a	
Lucerne	Valley	man	to	assemble	
it,	I’m	still	ahead	over	$100.		And	
now	that	I’m	certifiably	old,	old,	old,	
having	had	back	and	hip	surgery,	
and	with	other	aches	and	pains	
developing,	I	don’t	ride	nearly	as	
much	as	I	used	to,	so	shouldn’t	I	
opt	for	the	lower	cost	bike?
	 Reluctantly,	we	decided	that	yes,	
I	should	get	the	bike	from	Amazon,	
a	Schwinn,	which	used	to	be	top	
of	the	line,	but	is	no	longer.		And	
at	least	the	cost	of	the	assembly	
would	support	a	local	guy.		
	 Yes,	I	feel	GUILTY.		Yes,	I	know	
that	I	just	violated	what	I	wrote	last	
week	in	the	commentary.		Yes,	it’s	a	
darned	dilemma,	and	there	are	no	
easy	answers.		
	 So	there	you	have	it.		My	big	
confession.		Disappointed	that	it	
wasn’t	a	little	juicier?		Hahaha-
hahahaha….

YOur Tax DOllarS 
aT WOrk
	 You	probably	know	that	Cali-
fornia	is	one	of	the	highest	tax	
states,	because	you	feel	it	in	your	
pocketbook.		Or	rather,	you	don’t	
feel	it.		And	doesn’t	it	make	you	feel	
all	warm	and	fuzzy	to	realize	how	
we	drive	on	roads	that	are	a	dream	
because	of	the	money	we	spent	on	
them?		And	the	lines	at	the	DMV	
are	short	and	sweet	because	they	
have	hired	more	clerks	to	move	us	
through	there	more	efficiently?		
	 Yeah,	right,	and	what’s	more,	the	
more	we	pay	in	taxes,	the	less	law	
enforcement	we	get,	to	the	point	
that	I	personally	
have	never	felt	
so	unprotected	
as	we	seem	
to	be	these	
days.		The	
deputies	who	
cover	Lucerne	
Valley	are	all	
well-intended,	
fine	guys	who	
care	a	lot,	but	
our	wonderful	
legislators	tie	
their	hands	
more	and	more	
by	passing	idi-
otic	laws	so	that	it’s	not	worth	their	
time	to	follow	up	on	lower	level	
crime	like	shoplifting	and	home	
burglaries.		And	the	marijuana	
laws	have	led	to	what	we	see	as	a	
dramatic	increase	in	people	com-
ing	into	the	store	who	are	using	
pot,	and	of	course	there	are	pot	
farms	all	over	the	place.		We	also	
see	more	flaunting	of	bad	behavior	
and	brazen	shoplifting	occurring.
	 The	other	evening,	Don	Judkins	
came	into	the	store	and	told	us	he	
had	just	seen	a	man	walk	out	of	
the	store	with	one	of	our	jackets,	
which	we	knew	was	stolen	as	it	still	
had	the	white	plastic	tags	on	it	that	
the	checkers	take	
off	during	checkout.		
Sir	William	drove	
around	in	the	dark	
to	see	where	the	
man	had	gone	and	
found	him	headed	
north	on	Hwy.	247,	
walking	in	the	middle	
of	the	traffic	lane,	as	
if	he	were	disturbed	
or	drunk.		The	man	
refused	to	return	
the	jacket,	but	Sir	

William	stayed	near,	with	the	car’s	
bright	headlights	shining	on	him	to	
protect	him	from	getting	hit.
	 Meanwhile	both	the	Head	
Checker	and	I	called	911	to	get	
help,	but	of	course,	they	were	as	
helpful	as	nuthin’.		They	patronize,	
condescend,	and	act	somewhat	
irritated	that	you	bothered	them	
with	such	a	trivial	matter.		I	tried	to	
emphasize	that	we	were	more	con-
cerned	with	the	man’s	safety	than	
we	were	with	the	jacket.		I	even	
called	CHP	to	see	if	they	would	
respond,	but	they	automatically	
passed	me	off	to	the	Sheriff’s	Dept.		
Finally,	I	called	the	local	fire	de-

partment	to	ask	if	they	could	
help	with	the	man,	but	the	
very	kind	and	considerate	
guy	who	answered	apolo-
gized	profusely	and	told	me	
that	they	couldn’t	go	on	the	
call	unless	dispatched	by	
911.		And	you	know	what	
911	had	just	communicated.
	 In	the	end,	Reggie	Till-
man,	owner	of	New	Begin-
nings	trailer	park	came	and	
helped.		He	got	the	new	
jacket	back	from	the	man,	
but	since	it	was	chilly,	we	
gave	the	man	one	of	Sir	
William’s	old	jackets	and	a	

sandwich	in	case	he	was	hungry.		
I	guess	that	if	he’d	been	hit,	we	
would	have	heard	about	it.
	 Don’t	you	feel	fortunate	that	your	
tax	money	produces	such	excel-
lence	in	law	enforcement?		

---------------
	 Speaking	of	our	fine	lawmakers,	
bureaucrats,	and	coastal	elites	
(you	KNOW	how	much	I	admire,	
respect,	and	appreciate	them!),	
I	learned	a	new	phrase	recently.		
“IYI”,	which	means	“Intellectual	
Yet	Idiot”.		I	LOVE	it,	and	you	may	
suspect	that	I	would	apply	it	to	the	
above	mentioned	idi-,	er,	groups.
	 I	am	reading	a	book	by	Newt	

Gingrich,	whom	
I	do	sincerely	
admire,	being	the	
radical,	disgust-
ing,	right-wing,	
homophobic,	
bigoted,	hateful	
Conservative	that	
I	am.		In	the	book,	
Newt	refers	to	
the	phrase	“IYI”,	
created	by	a	guy	
named	Nassim	
Nicholas	Taleb,	in	

an	essay	called	“The	Intellectual	
Yet	Idiot”.		He	summarizes	Taleb’s	
idea	this	way	(excerpted):
	 “There is a growing disconnect 
between the governing elite and 
normal working people. . . [Taleb]	
described the IYI as a rising group 
of people who are quietly filling 
roles in government, politics, jour-
nalism, and academia. . . Members 
of this group are characterized by 
being highly qualified on paper but 
bereft of real practical intelligence.	
. . .Taleb is talking about people 
who are naturally gifted at writing 
essays and taking tests. This . . . 
helps them breeze through primary 
education and gets them to elite 
colleges and universities. . . .The 
only problem with these people is 
they don’t know how to do any-
thing.  Virtually their entire lives 
have been spent in classrooms.”
	 Because	government	bureau-
crats,	political	consultants	who	
give	advice,	journalists	who	cover	
these	people	and	their	issues,	and	
college	professors	who	lecture	
them	have	never	done	anything	
real	and	practical,	it	“leads to 
regulations, political analysis, 
news stories, and major academic 
studies that turn out to be destruc-
tive and fail in the real world.”
	 Taleb	himself	begins	his	essay	
with	a	wonderful	statement:
	 “What we have been seeing 
worldwide, from India to the UK to 
the US, is the rebellion against the 
inner circle of no-skin-in-the-game 
policymaking “clerks” and journal-
ists-insiders, that class of pater-
nalistic, semi-intellectual experts 
with some Ivy League, Oxford-
Cambridge, or similar label-driven 
education who are telling the rest 
of us 1) what to do, 2) what to eat, 
3) how to speak, 4) how to think . . . 
and 5) who to vote for.”
	 I	think	this	tells	us	all	we	need	to	
know	about	the	Ruling	Class	at	all	
levels	and	why	we	Deplorables	are	
feeling	the	pinch	of	their	idiocy	as	
they	take	our	money	and	waste	it	
on	themselves.		Fills	you	with	the	
holiday	spirit(s),	doesn’t	it?		Merry	
Christmas.	
	 	 	 	 	

Hardware & Variety ad Effective
12/14/17 to 12/20/17.

Supplies limited
to stock on hand.

TO kNOW MOrE aBOuT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOr THIS STOrE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

Hours 

Sunday thru Thursday

6A to 9P

Friday & Saturday

6A to 10P

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
l.V. School Board Meeting	

Thursday,	Dec.	14,	starts	at	5:30PM.		
At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

• lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
lIMITS & MulTIPlE PrICING

Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9aM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

aluminum CrV ..... $1.70lb

#1 Plastic CrV ...... $1.23lb
 Pricing good thru Dec. 20, 2017

          SErVICES aT
  CrOSSrOaDS CENTEr
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5404
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM 

ST. MARY HEALTH VAN   760-946-4240
  Every Thursday except December
  8:30AM - 3:30PM in our parking lot.

20	piece	SAE	and	Metric	socket	set.		Includes	1/4”	
to	3/4”	and	9mm	to	19mm	sockets,	3/8”	drive	ratchet	
handle	and	6”	drive	extension.	Chrome	vanadium	
steel.	Lifetime	warranty.	In	Holiday	Lane.		#302965

24	oz.		Salmon	&	Sweet	Potato	or	Turkey,	Pea	&	Berry	
flavor	jerky.	No	corn,	wheat	or	any	other	grain	by-product.	
Reduces	risk	of	a	food	allergy.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#800892,894

3	quart	heat	resistant	glass	popcorn	popper.	Pour	
kernels	into	popper	and	add	butter,	if	you	want,	
to	the	lid.	Microwave	on	high	for	about	3	minutes.	
Dishwasher	safe.	In	Holiday	Lane.		#601490 Bluetooth	wireless	boombox	with	CD	player,		AM/FM	radio.	

Choose	AC	power	(cable	included)	or	use	DC	battery	power	
with	6	“C”	batteries	(not	included).	In	Holiday	Lane.		#602588Triumph

Jerky Dog Treat

Microwave
Popcorn
Popper

$1499

$2399

$499
ea

$7999

MOON
BEaM

Battery-powered	locomotive	that	blows	real	smoke,	makes	
authentic	sounds	and	pulls	cargo	cars.	Plus	train	tracks	for	a	circle	
or	oval.		Uses	4	“AA”	batteries	(not	included).		In	Holiday	Lane.		
While	supply	lasts.

Mota
Christmas
Classic Train

$3999

12”	white	fluffy	bear	with	plaid	ribbon.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Soft Toys
Stuffed Bear

$599
ea

Choose	from	3	different	assortments.		
In	Holiday	Lane.

10 Pack
Mini Bows

$149
ea

$799

Channellock
3/8 Inch Drive
universal Socket Set

$1997

Infrared	heater	heats	rooms	up	to	1000	sq	ft.	Features	
remote	control,	wheels,	2	heat	settings	plus	fan	only	mode,	
child	lock	and	12	hour	timer.	In	Holiday	Lane.		#401961

Best Comfort

Quartz Heater
with remote

Assorted	vehicles.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Tough Tracks
Cat Tractors

GPx Bluetooth
Boombox

 “The best gifts to give: To your 
friend, loyalty; To your enemy, 
forgiveness; To your boss, service; 
To a child, a good example; To your 
parents, gratitude and devotion; To 
your mate, love and faithfulness; To 
all men and women, charity. To an 
opponent, tolerance.” 
   --	Oren	Arnold


