
Our Lives, Our FOrtunes,
Our sacred HOnOr

By Rush Limbaugh, Jr. 
(father of the talk show host)

	 .	.	.	What	kind	of	men	were	the	
56	signers	who	adopted	the	Decla-
ration	of	Independence	and	who,	by	
their	signing,	committed	an	act	of	
treason	against	the	crown?	To	each	
of	you,	the	names	Franklin,	Adams,	
Hancock	and	Jefferson	are	almost	
as	familiar	as	household	words.	
Most	of	us,	however,	know	nothing	
of	the	other	signers.	Who	were	
they?	What	happened	to	them?	.	.	.
	 With	only	a	few	
exceptions,	such	
as	Samuel	Adams	
of	Massachusetts,	
these	were	men	
of	substantial	
property.	All	but	
two	had	families.	
The	vast	majority	
were	men	of	educa-
tion	and	standing	in	
their	communities.	
They	had	economic	
security	as	few	men	had	in	the	18th	
Century.		Each	had	more	to	lose	
from	revolution	than	he	had	to	gain	
by	it.	.	.	.These	men	knew	what	
they	risked.	The	penalty	for	treason	
was	death	by	hanging.	.	.	.	yet	they	
rebelled.	.	.	.
	 Richard	Henry	Lee,	a	delegate	from	
Virginia,	had	introduced	the	resolution	
to	adopt	the	Declaration	of	Indepen-
dence	in	June	of	1776.	He	was	pro-
phetic	in	his	concluding	remarks:	“Why	
then	sir,	why	do	we	longer	delay?	Why	
still	deliberate?	Let	this	happy	day	
give	birth	to	an	American	Republic.	
Let	her	arise	not	to	devastate	and	to	
conquer	but	to	reestablish	the	reign	of	
peace	and	law.”	.	.	.
	 Even	before	the	list	was	
published,	the	British	marked	
down	every	member	of	Congress	
suspected	of	having	put	his	name	
to	treason.	All	of	them	became	the	
objects	of	vicious	manhunts.	Some	
were	taken.	Some,	like	Jefferson,	
had	narrow	escapes.	All	who	had	
property	or	families	near	British	
strongholds	suffered.
	 •	Francis	Lewis,	New	York	
delegate	saw	his	home	plundered	
.	.	.	Mrs.	Lewis	was	captured	and	
treated	with	great	brutality.	.	.	.	
	 •	William	Floyd,	another	New	
York	delegate,	was	able	to	escape	
with	his	wife	and	children	across	
Long	Island	Sound	to	Connecti-
cut,	where	they	lived	as	refugees	

without	income	for	seven	years.	
When	they	came	home	they	found	
a	devastated	ruin.
	 •	Philips	Livingstone	had	all	his	
great	holdings	in	New	York	confis-
cated	and	his	family	driven	out	of	
their	home.	.	.	.
	 •	Louis	Morris,	the	fourth	New	
York	delegate,	saw	all	his	timber,	
crops,	and	livestock	taken.	For	
seven	years	he	was	barred	from	
his	home	and	family.
	 •	John	Hart	of	Trenton,	New	Jer-
sey,	risked	his	life	to	return	home	
to	see	his	dying	wife.	Hessian	

soldiers	rode	after	him,	
and	he	escaped	in	the	
woods.	While	his	wife	
lay	on	her	deathbed,	
the	soldiers	ruined	his	
farm	and	wrecked	his	
homestead.	Hart,	65,	
slept	in	caves	and	
woods	as	he	was	
hunted	across	the	
countryside.	When	
at	long	last,	emaci-
ated	by	hardship,	he	

was	able	to	sneak	home,	he	found	
his	wife	had	already	been	buried,	
and	his	13	children	taken	away.	He	
never	saw	them	again.	He	died	a	
broken	man	in	1779,	without	ever	
finding	his	family.	.	.	.
	 •	Judge	Richard	Stockton,	an-
other	New	Jersey	delegate	signer,	
had	rushed	back	to	his	estate	in	
an	effort	to	evacuate	his	wife	and	
children.	The	family	found	refuge	
with	friends,	but	a	Tory	sympathizer	
betrayed	them.	Judge	Stockton	
was	pulled	from	bed	in	the	night	
and	brutally	beaten	by	the	arresting	
soldiers.	Thrown	into	a	common	jail,	
he	was	deliberately	starved.	Con-
gress	finally	arranged	for	Stockton’s	
parole,	but	his	health	was	ruined.	
.	.	.	He	returned	home	to	find	his	
estate	looted	and	did	not	live	to	see	
the	triumph	of	the	Revolution.	His	
family	was	forced	to	live	off	charity.
	 •	Robert	Morris,	merchant	prince	
of	Philadelphia,	delegate	and	sign-
er,	met	Washington’s	appeals	and	
pleas	for	money	year	after	year.	He	
made	and	raised	arms	and	provi-
sions	which	made	it	possible	for	
Washington	to	cross	the	Delaware	
at	Trenton.	In	the	process	he	lost	
150	ships	at	sea,	bleeding	his	own	
fortune	and	credit	almost	dry.
	 •	George	Clymer,	Pennsylvania	
signer,	escaped	with	his	family	from	
their	home,	but	their	property	was	
completely	destroyed	by	the	British	

in	the	Germantown	and	Brandy-
wine	campaigns.
	 •	Dr.	Benjamin	Rush,	also	from	
Pennsylvania,	was	forced	to	flee	to	
Maryland.	As	a	heroic	surgeon	with	
the	army,	Rush	had	several	narrow	
escapes.
	 •	John	Martin,	.	.	.	lived	in	a	
strongly	loyalist	area	of	Pennsyl-
vania.	When	he	came	out	for	inde-
pendence,	most	of	his	neighbors	
and	even	some	of	his	relatives	
ostracized	him.	.	.	.	
	 •	William	Ellery,	Rhode	Island	
delegate,	saw	his	property	and	
home	burned	to	the	ground.
	 •	Thomas	Lynch,	Jr.,	South	
Carolina	delegate,	had	his	health	
broken	from	privation	and	expo-
sures	while	serving	as	a	company	
commander	in	the	military.	His	
doctors	ordered	him	to	seek	a	cure	
in	the	West	Indies	and	on	the	voy-
age,	he	and	his	young	bride	were	
drowned	at	sea.
	 •	Edward	Rutledge,	Arthur	
Middleton,	and	Thomas	Heyward,	
Jr.,	the	other	three	South	Carolina	
signers,	were	taken	by	the	British	in	
the	siege	of	Charleston.	They	were	
carried	as	prisoners	of	war	to	St.	
Augustine,	Florida	.	.	.	the	British	.	.	
.	having	completely	devastated	their	
large	landholdings	and	estates.
	 •	Thomas	Nelson,	signer	of	Vir-
ginia,	was	at	the	front	in	command	
of	the	Virginia	military	forces.	With	
British	General	Charles	Cornwallis	in	
Yorktown,	fire	from	70	heavy	Ameri-
can	guns	began	to	destroy	Yorktown	
piece	by	piece.	Lord	Cornwallis	and	
his	staff	moved	their	headquarters	
into	Nelson’s	palatial	home.	While	
American	cannonballs	were	making	
a	shambles	of	the	town,	the	house	
of	Governor	Nelson	remained	
untouched.	Nelson	turned	in	rage	to	
the	American	gunners	and	asked,	
“Why	do	you	spare	my	home?”	
	 They	replied,	“Sir,	out	of	respect	
to	you.”	Nelson	cried,	“Give	me	the	
cannon!”	and	fired	on	his	magnifi-
cent	home	himself,	smashing	it	to	
bits.	But	Nelson’s	sacrifice	was	not	
quite	over.	He	had	raised	$2	million	
for	the	Revolutionary	cause	by	
pledging	his	own	estates.	When	the	
loans	came	due,	a	newer	peace-
time	Congress	refused	to	honor	
them,	and	Nelson’s	property	was	
forfeited.	He	was	never	reimbursed.	
He	died,	impoverished,	a	few	years	
later	at	the	age	of	50.
Lives, Fortunes, Honor
	 Of	those	56	who	signed	the	Decla-

ration	of	Independence,	nine	died	of	
wounds	or	hardships	during	the	war.	
Five	were	captured	and	imprisoned,	
in	each	case	with	brutal	treatment.	
Several	lost	wives,	sons	or	entire	
families.	One	lost	his	13	children.	
Two	wives	were	brutally	treated.	
All	were	at	one	time	or	another	the	
victims	of	manhunts	and	driven	from	
their	homes.	Twelve	signers	had	their	
homes	completely	burned.	Seven-
teen	lost	everything	they	owned.	Yet	
not	one	defected	or	went	back	on	
his	pledged	word.	Their	honor,	and	
the	nation	they	sacrificed	so	much	to	
create	is	still	intact.
	 And,	finally,	there	is	the	New	
Jersey	signer,	Abraham	Clark.	He	
gave	two	sons	to	the	officer	corps	in	
the	Revolutionary	Army.	They	were	
captured	and	sent	to	that	infamous	
British	prison	hulk	afloat	in	New	
York	Harbor	known	as	the	hell	ship	
Jersey,	where	11,000	American	
captives	were	to	die.	The	younger	
Clarks	were	treated	with	a	special	
brutality	because	of	their	father.	One	
was	put	in	solitary	and	given	no	
food.	With	the	end	almost	in	sight,	
with	the	war	almost	won,	no	one	
could	have	blamed	Abraham	Clark	
for	acceding	to	the	British	request	
when	they	offered	him	his	sons’	
lives	if	he	would	recant	and	come	
out	for	the	King	and	Parliament.	The	
utter	despair	in	this	man’s	heart,	the	
anguish	in	his	very	soul,	must	reach	
out	to	each	one	of	us	down	through	
200	years	with	his	answer:	“No.”
	 The	56	signers	of	the	Declara-
tion	of	Independence	proved	by	
their	every	deed	that	they	made	no	
idle	boast	.	.	.	“And	for	the	sup-
port	of	this	Declaration	with	a	firm	
reliance	on	the	protection	of	divine	
providence,	we	mutually	pledge	to	
each	other	our	lives,	our	fortunes,	
and	our	sacred	honor.”

 In our own time, before our very 
eyes, we are seeing the rise of a 
civil war between those that would 
destroy the freedoms for which 
these men lost so much and those 
that would retain that liberty and 
the structure of a nation that sup-
ports those liberties.
 How much will we give if called 
upon to enter the battle?  How 
much are we willing to lose to 
defend our God-given gift of liberty 
and our role as a beacon of His 
light to the world?   
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WOW!
a Hardware store

OPen

6aM to 10PM
7 daYs a WeeK

Includes	polyester/cotton	flag,	eagle	pole	
ornament,	6’	metal	pole,	steel	bracket,	
screws,	and	flag	clips.		In	Aisle	1A.		
#805718

3’ x 5’
american
Flag Kit

$799
5	foot	tall.		Bamboo	torch	with	a	rattan	
weaved	natural	handle.		Metal	can	
has	a	fiberglass	wick	and	bamboo	
cap.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#700485

stars & stripes
Patio torch 2/$5

16	oz.		outdoor	fogger	kills	mosquitoes	
and	other	insects	on	contact.		Ideal	for	
use	in	the	backyard,	patio,	deck	area,	
and	picnic	area.		In	Aisle	3B.		#704117

cutter
Backyard
Bug control

$397

8	oz.		Repels	mosquitoes,	gnats,	no	see-ums,	chiggers,	
ticks,	deer	flies,	stable	flies	(aka	power	mower	fly),	
fleas,	and	biting	flies.		In	Aisle	3B.		#740654

Woodsman
insect repellent

$300

16”.		3	speeds,	tilting	adjustable	head,	and	
built-in	handle.		In	Aisle	5A.		#500644

Best Comfort

Portable
Floor Fan

$1997

Antique	bronze	steel	bench	with	decorative	
cast	iron	branch	back.		Seat	height	16	inch.		
In	Holiday	Lane.		#801582

$5999

LiMits & MuLtiPLe PricinG
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - sat. 9aM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
aluminum crv ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic crv ...... $1.20lb
 Offer and pricing good thru July 5, 2017

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.v. school Board Meeting	
Thursday,	July	13,	starts	at	5:30PM.		
At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

LVEDA Meeting
(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

no meeting in July
Next	meeting:

tues. auGust 1, 5 PM.
at the Senior Center

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
independence celebration	
on July 1: csa 29’s 
red, White & Boom at Pio-
neer Park starts at 6:00PM 
with family fun, games, 
food, concert & a great fire-
works display.  Fireworks 
start about 9PM

Sponsored	by	CSA29	Park	&	Recreation
 on July 4.
	 Parade, 9aM
 Pioneer Park, 11aM:
  ringing of Bell
  invocation
  Presentation of colors
  Pledge of allegiance
  Patriotic song
  Parade awards
 Sponsored	by	LV	Chamber	of	
	 Commence,	Mitsubishi,	OMYA,	
	 Specialty	Minerals,	Hi-Grade	&	Apex
Parade	applications	available	until	July	1	

at	the	LV	Chamber	of	Commerce.
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6aM - 10PM 
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Hours
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Look for our 
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inserted in 

this paper.

Outdoor
expressions
steel Bench


