
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Or Lucky Me!

	 My	earliest	memory	of	my	father	
is	of	playing	hide	n	seek	when	I	
was	3	or	4,	and	he	hid	me	on	the	
high	shelf	in	the	coat	closet,	piling	
coats	on	top	of	me.		Did	they	ever	
find	me?		I	presume	so,	since	I’m	
not	there	anymore.		Duh!		At	that	
time,	we	lived	in	Lafayette	in	the	
Bay	Area	where	Gommel	(my	
dad)	had	worked	during	and	after	
completing	his	schooling	at	Cal	
Berkeley	(eww).
	 Since	my	father’s	young	
adulthood	was	spent	climbing	in	
business	(steel	pipe	fabricating),	
we	moved	all	over	the	place.		
After	Lafayette,	we	lived	in	Whit-
tier	and	then	Fullerton,	where	he	
and	my	mother	built	their	“dream	
house”,	which	we	lived	in	only	a	
few	months,	because	we	had	to	
move	again.
	 The	next	stop	was	in	Edmonton,	
Alberta,	Canada	so	that	he	(Gom-
mel)	could	design,	build,	and	run	a	
brand	new	pipe	mill,	which	he	did	
for	3	years.		He	had	all	the	trap-
pings	of	success:	a	company	car,	
a	good	income,	a	hobby	farm	of	
360	acres,	a	nice	house,	and	travel	
across	Canada	and	to	Europe,	
hobnobbing	with	politicians,	busi-
ness	leaders,	and	the	Germans	
who	were	half	owners	of	the	pipe	
mill.		The	Germans	were	delighted	

when	my	folks	brought	them	out	to	
the	farm	and	barbecued	thick,	juicy	
T-bone	steaks	for	them.		They	had	
not	done	that	before.
	 Then	suddenly	it	changed.		
American	friends	in	Edmonton	
nagged	my	dad	to	come	to	their	
church	and	so	he	finally	did.		There	
the	minister	patiently	listened	and	
answered	the	struggling	questions	
posed	by	Gommel,	and	then	he	
read	the	book	of	Luke	in	the	New	
Testament	of	the	Bible.		He	met	
a	Jesus	much	different	than	the	
one	he’d	been	taught	about	all	his	
life	and	thought,	I	can	follow	this	
Jesus!		He	was	a	man’s	man,	with	

guts	and	courage!
	 So	Gommel	struggled	for	months	
with	what	to	do	about	his	newfound	
relationship	with	God	and	decided	
to	go	to	seminary	in	Indianapolis,	
Indiana.		That	experience,	plus	5	
years	as	a	minister	in	churches,	
convinced	him	that	church	was	not	
for	him.		After	one	more	year	of	try-
ing	organized	religion	with	Campus	
Crusade	for	Christ	in	San	Bernardi-
no,	CA.,	he	knew	God	wanted	him	
free	to	obey	and	follow	Him	without	
the	constraints	of	institutional	reli-
gion	(churchianity).
	 He	continued	to	lead	a	group	
of	believers	who	shared	that	
conviction,	but	since	he	felt	led	to	
earn	his	way	and	carry	his	weight	
financially,	he	(and	we,	by	that	
time)	decided	that	God	wanted	him	
(us)	to	run	a	little	store,	The	Hitchin	
Post,	in	Reche	Canyon,	Colton,	
and	then	later,	Lucerne	Valley	
Market,	in	–	well,	guess!
	 Over	the	45	years	in	which	he	

ran	the	two	stores,	he	
utilized	his	construction	
background	gained	from	
my	grandfather	who	was	a	
contractor	in	Orange;	his	
engineering	and	leader-
ship	skills	learned	in	the	
steel	business;	and	his	
pastoral	training	from	sem-
inary.		Talk	about	a	whole	
bunch	of	knowledge,	

expertise,	wisdom,	experience	all	
in	one	man!	(And	I’m	not	biased,	
I	promise,	but	I	feel	so	LUCKY	
[blessed]	to	have	had	such	a	dad!)
	 For	a	long	time	I	have	been	col-
lecting	what	I	call	“Gommelisms”,	
things	he	would	say	that	typified	
his	convictions	and	his	desire	to	
teach	others	right	spirit	and	God’s	
Spirit.		Some	are	self	explanatory.		
Others	may	require	my	oh-so-ex-
pert	interpretation.

Gommel-isms.
	 1.	It’s the spirit, it’s the spirit, 
it’s the spirit!		The	example	Gom-
mel	would	give:		tell	a	dog	how	bad	
he	is	in	soft,	affectionate	tones,	and	

he’ll	wag	his	tail	in	appreciation.		
Tell	him	how	good	he	is	in	an	angry	
tone,	and	he’ll	slink	off	into	the	
corner.		Even	a	dog	can	read	the	
spirit	in	your	voice.
	 2.	When the spirit is right, 
everything is right.  When the 
spirit isn’t right, nothing is right.		
You	can	make	mistakes,	but	if	you	
are	humble	and	really	want	to	do	
right,	it	comes	out	ok.		If,	on	the	
other	hand,	you	grind	your	teeth	
and	do	what	is	asked	to	the	letter	
of	the	law,	but	protesting	inside	
every	step	of	the	way,	then	you	
get	nowhere.		Sounds	kinda	like	a	
teenager,	doesn’t	it?	
	 3.	The more words, the less 
truth.		Lots	of	times	we	try	to	hide	
our	deceptions	or	games	behind	a	
flurry	of	words,	hoping	the	words	
cover	our	real	motives.		The	less	
sure	we	are	of	our	position,	the	
more	words	we	put	out	there	for	
more	cover.		
	 4.	Speak in telegrams.		Quit	
wasting	everyone’s	time	beating	
around	the	bush!		Just	say	it!!!!
	 5.	Say what you mean and 
mean what you say.		See	#3	and	
#4	above.		Think	clearly	so	that	
you	speak	clearly,	and	then	follow	
through	and	give	your	words	integ-
rity	by	your	actions.
	 6.	Do something, even if it’s 
wrong! 	Sometimes	the	only	thing	
you	can	do,	after	much	consid-
eration	and	fussing	(if	you’re	like	
me),		is	something,	anything,	just	
so	long	as	you	take	action.		And	
lots	of	times,	when	you	thought	it	
was	wrong,	it	turns	out	right.		#6a	is	
related:	S - - -or get off the pot!
	 7.	Sin boldly.		Almost	the	same	
as	#6,	quoted	from	Martin	Luther.		
What	you	are	about	to	do	may	
seem	like	a	sin,	but	do	it	with	all	
your	might.		Step	out.		Take	a	
chance.		It	could	be	great.
	 8.	Let’s not meet to “talk 
about” XYZ, let’s DECIDE.		As	
you	may	have	noticed,	Gommel	
was	allergic	to	needless	talk	and	
always	favored	action.
	 9.	Wake up and die right!	Pay	
attention!		Be	mindful	of	what	
you’re	doing.		Be	considerate.
	 10.	Following God is some-
thing else!		Gommel	came	to	know	
that	following	God	was	something	
completely	other	than	conventional	
religious	involvements.		Following	
God	means	committing	your	whole	

life,	your	will,	your	future,	every-
thing,	to	God	with	total	abandon,	
going	where	He	leads,	no	matter	
what	that	is	or	what	it	means.		He	
felt	freed	when	he	realized	this,	
freed	from	the	shackles	of	religion.
	 I’m	out	of	space	and	Kathryn	will	
kill	me	if	I	make	this	too	long,	but	
there’s	one	more,	the	most	classic	
Gommelism	of	all:	“Peachy Keen!”		
And	it	so	often	was	followed	by	
“Are YOU peachy keen?”	be-
cause	he	really	cared	to	know	how	
the	other	person	was	doing.
	 So	Happy	Father’s	Day	from	
one	who	was	blessed	with	the	best	
father	in	the	world,	who	himself	
pointed	the	way	to	our	eternal	
Father,	the	One	Who	is	truly	BEST	
and	invites	us	to	spend	eternity	
with	Him.			

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
From the Web.

	 After	a	preacher	died	and	went	
to	heaven,	he	noticed	that	a	New	
York	cab	driver	had	been	awarded	
a	higher	place	than	he.
	 “I	don’t	understand,”	he	com-
plained	to	God.	“I	devoted	my	
entire	life	to	my	congregation.”
	 “Our	policy	here	in	heaven	is	to	
reward	results,”	God	explained.	
“Now,	was	your	congregation	well	
attuned	to	you	whenever	you	gave	
a	sermon?”
	 “Well,”	the	minister	had	to	admit,	
“some	in	the	congregation	fell	
asleep	from	time	to	time.”
	 “Exactly,”	said	God,	“and	when	
people	rode	in	this	man’s	taxi,	they	
not	only	stayed	wake,	they	even	
prayed.”

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
6/15/17 to 6/21/17.
Supplies limited

to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

WOW!
A Hardware Store

OPEN

6AM to 10PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

Heavy-gauge	porcelain-enameled	lid	and	bowl.	Features:	
One-Touch	cleaning	system;	aluminized	steel;	rust-resis-
tant	aluminum	legs;	vent,	ash	catcher	and	damper	plus	
rubber	molded	wheels.		In	Holiday	Lane.		#815403

Weber 22”
Kettle Grill

$7999

By	Broner.		Pair	of	adjustable	straps	with	metal	
clips.		Khaki,	Red	or	Olive.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Mainstay
Heavy Duty
Suspenders

High-intensity	light	beam.	Spot-to-flood.	Use	
either	the	installed	LED	module	or	the	Krypton	
lamp	(stored	in	tailcap).	High-strength	aluminum	
alloy	case.	All	Mag	flashlights	are	manufactured	
in	the	U.S.A.	Requires	2	“D”	batteries,	not	
included.		East	end	of	Aisle	7A.		#806129

Maglite 2D
LED Flashlight $2399

10x50	mm.		Coated	optics,	durable	rubber	armoring.		
Folddown	eyecups	for	glasses.		Includes	carrying	case	
and	neckstrap.		In	Holiday	Lane.		While	supply	lasts.

Bushnell Falcon
Binoculars $3999

Stihl Eye Protection
Sunglasses $999

Extremely	soft	ear	pads	improve	comfort.	Noise	re-
duction	rating	of	20.	Dielectric	design	for	use	around	
electrical	hazards.			In	Aisle	1B.		#324949

Safety Works
Industrial
Earmuffs

$999

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum CRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic CRV ...... $1.20lb
 Offer and pricing good thru June 21, 2017

Choose	from	stylish	frame	designs	and	shade	
colors.	Stihl	glasses	offer	99%	UV	protection	
and	are	made	from	optical-grade	polycarbon-
ate	that	meet	ANSI	Z87+	standard.	In	Aisle	3A.

For work 

or play!

5.5A.	Variable	speed.	Bubble	level	for	
precise	and	accurate	drilling.	Keyless	chuck	for	
fast,	tool-less	changes.	In	Aisle	3A.		#315893

Skil 3/8”
VSR Drill $2599

Two	speed	control	allows	you	to	set	your	speed	at	
15,000	or	35,000	rpm	with	a	flip	of	a	switch.	Includes	
1	attachment	and	21	accessories	for	cutting,	grinding	
and	sharpening,	cleaning,	polishing	and	sanding.	
In	Aisle	3A.		#324367

Dremel 2 Speed
Rotary Tool Kit

$4999

$499

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Household Hazardous Waste
& E-Waste Collection

SATURDAY,	June	24,	9A	
to	Noon.			Free	disposal	of	
household	hazardous	waste	
(Antifreeze,	Batteries,	Motor	
Oil	&	Oil	Filters,	latex	paint	
only,	medical	needles,	fluo-
rescents,	and	all	electronic	
wastes.)			Behind	LV	Fire	
Station,	33269	Old	Woman	
Springs	Road.	For	info	call	
1-800-OILY	CAT.

IMPORTANT PUBLIC 
SCOPING MEETING	Tues.,	
June	13,	5:00	to	7:00	p.m.	
at	Lucerne	Valley	Commu-
nity	Center.	To	solicit	public	
comments	on	the	scope	and	
content	of	the	[Environmen-
tal	Impact	Report]	on	the	
massive	installation	(450+	
acres)	planned	by	NextEra	
on	the	side	of	Ord	Mountain.		
This	project	may	open	up	
the	possibly	of	the	Calcite	
Substation	again.


