
THE LEGEND OF JIM 
HILL’S TREASURE

Or alternatively, Sir William’s Tall Tale
	 Last	week	I	promised	to	write	
this,	so	here	it	is.		It’s	really	Sir	
William’s	tale,	but	he’s	so	busy	run-
ning	around	as	the	Energizer	Bunny	
that	he	let	me	write	it	down	for	him.		
You	will	have	to	decide	for	yourself	
whether	it	was	worth	telling,	or	it’s	
just	a	Tall	Tale	by	Sir	William.
	 Jim	Hill	was	a	crotchety	char-
acter,	ornery	to	the	max,	the	kind	
who	makes	you	roll	your	eyes	and	
sigh	when	you	see	him	coming.		He	
demanded	much	and	rarely	said	
thank	you.	Somehow	my	mother	
got	along	with	him,	but	she	could	
get	along	with	almost	anybody	in	
her	job	as	hostess	to	the	store.		(I	
sometimes	think	about	how	many	of	
these	characters	our	staffers	must	
deal	with	in	a	day,	and	exercise	
diplomacy	and	understanding	hours	
upon	end.		Bless	them!)
	 The	story	goes	that	Jim	Hill	
moved	here	from	back	east	some-
where.		He	had	done	jail	time	for	a	
robbery	and	had	come	out	here	to	
get	away	from	his	past.		He	found	
a	place	to	stay	with	someone	who	
had	room	for	him,	but	his	dog	and	
his	landlord’s	many	dogs	didn’t	get	
along,	so	he	had	to	leave.
	 An	acquaintance	of	Jim’s	allowed	
Jim	to	stay	in	a	stone	house	on	
property	he	owned	on	the	north	
side.		Jim	lived	in	the	house	and	
kept	his	junk	in	an	old	bus.		He	was	
a	sucker	for	get-rich-quick	schemes	
and	was	particularly	hooked	on	
sweep-
stakes	like	
Publishers’	
Clearing-
house,	
often	call-
ing	to	see	if	
he	had	won	
anything.	
(No.)		Sir	
William	
and	Lady	
Jan	were	invited	to	look	through	
the	junk	for	anything	of	interest	
but	they	found	mostly	papers	from	
all	the	contests	and	get-rich-quick	
programs	Jim	followed.
	 Apparently	Jim	explored	the	
surrounding	area	some,	and	one	
day,	as	he	told	Lady	Jan	later	when	
in	the	checkstand,	he	found	a	metal	
box	half-buried	in	the	ground,	with	
two	locks	on	it.		The	box	was	con-

creted	to	bedrock	so	that	he	was	
unable	to	get	it	out	of	the	ground,	
and	he	couldn’t	open	the	locks.		But	
he	was	positive	this	was	a	treasure	
chest	left	behind	by	some	miners	
from	one	of	the	many	mines	in	the	
area.		Two	weeks	after	Jim	told	
Lady	Jan	about	his	box,	he	passed	
on,	never	to	know	what	was	in	his	
box.
	 When	Jan	told	Sir	William	what	
Jim	had	told	her,	Sir	William	said	
that	he	had	a	map	to	Jim	Hill’s	
place	that	Jim	had	drawn	so	that	
Sir	William	could	deliver	some	dog	
food.		He	asked	if	she	would	like	to	
go	look	for	the	box.	Yes,	of	course!		
Using	the	map,	they	
ended	up	at	a	weekend-
er’s	place	notable	for	its	
full	outhouse	equipped	
with	a	Sears	catalog	and	a	
bucket	of	lime.		Realizing	
that	this	was	not	Jim’s	
place,	they	decided	to	ex-
plore	the	mines	they	saw	
all	around	on	the	hillsides	
of	the	Ords.		In	one	mine,	
way	back	in	the	tunnel,	
they	found	the	initials	“JH”	newly	
carved	in	a	post,	so	they	figured	
they	were	close.	But	they	never	
found	the	box.		(Remember,	believe	
this	as	your	own	risk.)
	 Interestingly,	at	that	time	another	
older	couple	who	were	also	miners	
would	spend	time	with	the	Lem-
brights,	tootling	around	the	desert.		
They	had	read	accounts	of	the	
Spaniards	who	travelled	the	country	
in	the	period	1400-1600,	who	

sometimes	
found	gold	
and	treasure,	
and	who	left	
markings	
all	over	the	
Southwest	to	
show	where	
the	treasures	
were	hidden.		
Russ	be-
lieved	there	
were	many	

of	these	signs	and	always	had	an	
eye	out	for	them.			
	 He	had	a	mining	psychic	friend	
(I	think	that	may	be	pronounced	
“sick”.)	who	used	a	metal	detector	
and	a	Polaroid	camera	to	find	gold	
or	treasure	and	to	detect	its	aura.	
Russ	and	his	wife	and	Sir	William	
and	Lady	Jan	equipped	themselves	
with	metal	detectors	and	took	the	
psychic	to	the	mine	with	the	JH	in	it,	

spending	about	half	a	day	examin-
ing	the	mine	and	the	area	around	
it.		Alas,	no	auras	showed	up	on	the	
camera	and	no	metal	excited	the	
detectors!		Foo.
	 Then	the	Lembrights	went	
tootling	with	another	friend,	Darrell,	
who	happened	to	mention	a	metal	
box	he	had	found	in	the	ground	
in	about	the	area	where	Jim	Hill’s	
box	might	be.		Oh	goody!	But	
again,	drat,	when	they	found	the	
box,	it	was	open	and	empty,	so	
they	figured	Jim	must	have	found	
the	treasure	after	all.		Now	they	
wondered	what	he	might	have	done	
with	its	contents.

	 During	that	same	period	of	time,	
Lucerne	Valley	Economic	Develop-
ment	Association	(LVEDA)	was	
formed,	and	that	organization	
decided	to	go	after	filming	as	a	
source	of	income	for	our	struggling	
economy.		Sir	William	“volunteered”	
to	be	the	point	man	for	LVEDA	in	
that	effort,	and	one	of	the	filming	
events	necessitated	the	closing	of	a	
residential	road	located	coinciden-
tally	in	the	general	vicinity	of	Jim	
Hill’s	box.		The	Lembrights	went	to	
each	house	on	that	street	to	find	out	
if	the	residents	were	ok	with	their	
road	being	closed	temporarily.		
	 Sir	William	happened	to	men-
tion	Jim	Hill	to	the	last	resident	he	
talked	to,	and	the	guy	knew	Jim!		
Sir	William	told	him	about	the	map	
leading	to	a	wrong	house,	and	this	
man	said	he	knew	where	the	right	
house	was,	since	it	was	his	prop-
erty	and	he	had	allowed	Jim	to	stay	
there.		He	also	knew	all	about	the	
box	and	said	that	Jim	Hill	was	a	liar	
and	exaggerator,	because	it	was	
he	himself	who	found	the	box	one	
time	when	he	and	friends	were	out	
shooting	and	having	a	good	time	
(you	know	what	that	means).		
	 When	they	couldn’t	open	it	
because	of	the	locks,	one	said	he	
would	shoot	the	locks	off,	but	then	
they	realized	that	that	was	a	dumb	
idea	since	they	didn’t	know	what	

might	be	in	the	box	--	maybe	dyna-
mite	or	something	dangerous.		The	
friends	agreed	to	split	the	contents	
of	the	box	four	ways,	and	they	
somehow	got	the	lock	off	the	box.		
	 They	opened	the	box.		Inside	
was	a	wooden	box.		And	inside	the	
wooden	box?		Well,	if	I	told	you,	I’d	
have	to	shoot	you,	so	just	fuhged-
daboutit.		Or	maybe	I’ll	save	it	for	
next	week.		Or	maybe	you’ll	have	to	
ask	Sir	William	when	you	see	him.		
OK,	ok,	I	give	up,	you’ll	find	the	
answer	somewhere	in	this	ad.(1)		

	 	

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
5/18/17 to 5/24/17.
Supplies limited

to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

(1) [The wooden box was packed full of dead stink beetles!  
How’s that for anticlimax?]  

Hahahahaha.  I’ll let you decide whether this was Jim 
Hill’s tale or Sir William’s Tall Tale. 

WOW!
A Hardware Store

OPEN

6AM to 10PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Contributed.  From the Web.

	 A	Baptist	preacher	and	his	wife	
decided	to	get	a	new	dog.	Ever	
mindful	of	the	congregation,	they	
knew	the	dog	must	also	be	a	
Baptist.	They	visited	kennel	after	
kennel	and	explained	their	needs.	
Finally,	they	found	a	kennel	whose	
owner	assured	them	he	had	just	
the	dog	they	wanted.	The	owner	
brought	the	dog	to	meet	the	pastor	
and	his	wife.
	 “Fetch	the	Bible,”	he	com-
manded.	The	dog	bounded	to	the	
bookshelf,	scrutinized	the	books,	
located	the	Bible,	and	brought	it	to	
the	owner.	“Now	find	Psalm	23,”	
he	commanded.	The	dog	placed	
the	Bible	on	the	floor	and	showing	
marvelous	dexterity	with	his	paws,	
leafed	through	and	finding	the	cor-
rect	passage,	pointed	to	it	with	his	
paw.	The	pastor	and	his	wife	were	
very	impressed	and	purchased	
the	dog.
	 That	evening,	
a	group	of	church	
members	came	to	
visit.	The	pas-
tor	and	his	wife	
began	to	show	off	
the	dog,	having	
him	locate	several	Bible	verses.	
The	visitors	were	very	impressed.	
One	man	asked,	“Can	he	do	regu-
lar	dog	tricks,	too?”
	 “I	haven’t	tried	yet,”	the	pastor	
replied.	He	pointed	his	finger	
at	the	dog.	“HEEL!”	the	pastor	
commanded.
	 The	dog	immediately	jumped	
on	a	chair,	placed	one	paw	on	
the	pastor’s	forehead	and	began	
to	howl.
	 The	pastor	looked	at	his	wife	in	
shock	and	said,	“Good	Lord!	He’s	
Pentecostal!!!”

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
L.V. School Board Meeting	

Thursday,	June	8,	starts	at	5:30PM.		At	
the	Alternative	Education	Center,	8560	
Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

Galvanized	welded	wire.		Helps	eliminate	
overcrowding	and	unnecessary	crop	damage	
in	the	garden.		In	Aisle	3B.		#714418

42” Galvanized
Tomato Cage $199

3	pack	plastic	red	tray.		Reflects	red	light	
back	to	plant	which	helps	stimulate	growth.	
Increases	tomato	plant	yield.	Retains	mois-
ture	for	healthier	roots.	Keeps	weeds	away	
from	plants.	Install	around	plant	stem.		
In	Aisle	3B.		#728539

3 Pack
Tomato Tray

16	oz.		Corrects	calcium	
deficiency.		Controls	blossom	
end	rot	on	tomatoes	and	other	
vegetables.		In	Aisle	3B.		#767530

RTU
Blossom
Rot-Stop

$699

4	lb	bag.		Natural	and	organic	tomato	&	vegetable	
granular	plant	food.		Feeds	quickly	and	lasts	up	to	
3	months.		In	Aisle	3B.		#704853

Burpee Organic
Dry Plant Food$499

2.2	cu.	ft.		This	organically	enriched	blend	of	bark,	
compost,	Canadian	sphagnum	peat	moss,	compost	and	
forest	humus	contains	bat	guano,	bone	meal,	earth-
worm	castings	and	mycorhizzae	to	jumpstart	the	root	
development	of	your	plants.		In	Aisle	3B.		#701602

Black Gold
Soil
Conditioner

$1295

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop • Crossroads Center
e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@

lucernevalleymarket.com
website:	lucernevalleymarket.com

Proud to be a member of Lucerne 
Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum CRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic CRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru May. 24, 2017

Sir William’S 
SecretS to 
tomatoeS, 
tomatoeS, 
tomatoeS!

16	oz.		Easy-to-mix	liquid	concentrate.		Contains	a	naturally	
occurring	biological	insecticide	for	controlling	tent	caterpil-
lars,	gypsy	moths,	tomato	hornworms	and	other	leaf	eating	
caterpillars	on	trees,	shrubs	and	vegetables.		In	Aisle	3B.		
#729361
So much better than picking them off by hand! Ewww! -- LG

Safer
Caterpillar
Killer

$899$599

 Big jobs usually go to the men 
who prove their ability to outgrow 
small ones.
	 	 			--Theodore	Roosevelt


