
JESUS NOW vs.
THE REAL JESUS

by Jack Kerwick
from Townhall.com

EASTER SUNdAy iS fAST 
AppROAcHiNg. . . .
	 Easter	.	.	.	is	the	celebration	of	
the	main	point	to	which	Christmas	
points,	God’s	glorious	Resurrec-
tion	from	the	dead.	Easter	assures	
us	that	death	has	been	defeated	
and	that	all	who	believe	in	Christ	
have	been	graced	with,	not	just	
immortality,	but	eternity,	timeless-
ness	union,	with	God.	There	is	no	
greater	news.		There	is	no	greater	
reward	than	any	human	creature	
could	ever	hope	to	attain.
	 This	being	said,	although	the	
eternal	life	that	God	the	Father	
offers	the	human	race	through	the	
sacrifice	of	God	the	Son	is	a	gift,	
and	even	though	God	Himself	paid	
a	price	for	it	that	human	beings	

could	never	afford	to	pay,	there	is	a	
cost,	a	great	cost,	that	people	must	
expend	if	they	wish	to	avail	them-
selves	of	God’s	infinite	bounty.	That	
cost	is	nothing	more	or	less	than	
their	whole	selves,	their	minds,	
hearts,	and	souls.
	 Of	course,	there	is	also	a	cost	to	
not	believing	in	Christ.	.	.	.	the	cost	
of	rejecting	Christ	is	nothing	other	
than	the	loss	of	eternal	life.	.	.	.
	 [T]his	is	hardly	a	popular	mes-
sage.	Christian	clergy	
know	all	too	well	that	in	
the	Western	world	of	the	
21st	century,	to	stress	
from	their	pulpits	the	
violent	streak	in	Jesus’	
teachings,	His	continual,	
frightening	evocations	of	
the	eternal	condemna-
tion	to	which	unbelievers	
will	be	subject,	is	to	risk	
losing	no	small	share	of	
their	congregations.	.	.	.
	 [T]o	deny	this	feature	of	Christ	
is	to	substitute	for	the	Christ	of	
the	Gospels	something	inevitably	

less	than	the	real	thing,	an	idol	
made	in	the	image	of	our	[choice].		
The	Jesus	with	whom	millions	of	
American	Christians	are	familiar	is	
a	sentimentalized,	one-dimensional	
caricature	that,	by	design,	is	as	
non-threatening	as	he	is	boring.
	 This	Jesus—let’s	call	him	“Jesus	
Now”	.	.	.	spent	his	ministry	on	
Earth	traveling	the	countryside	
doing	nothing	but	preaching…love.		
It’s	true	that	the	real	Jesus	did	so	
as	well.		Only	“love”	is	interpreted	
very	differently	depending	on	
whether	it	is	“Jesus	Now”	or	the	
real	Jesus	.	.	.	
	 The	love	with	which	“Jesus	Now”	
is	preoccupied	isn’t	something	that	
either	the	real	Jesus	or	any	other	
human	being	that	has	ever	lived	
would	recognize.	.	.	.	This	is	an	
utterly	thoughtless	“love,”	a	“love”	
that,	being	without	expectations,	
obligations,	distinctions,	and	con-
sequences,	would	have	to	exist	in	

total	abstraction	from	real	
relationships.		.	.	.	In	stark	
contrast,	the	real	Jesus	and	
every	other	human	being	
who	has	ever	known	real	.	
.	.	love	knows	that	love	is,	
well,	tough.	.	.	.		
	 .	.	.	[I]t	is	precisely	
because	of	this	love	that	I	
discipline	my	son	when	he	
misbehaves.	It	is	from	my	
unconditional	love	for	him	.	

.	.	that	my	expectations	for	my	son	
arise.		To	most	parents	the	truth	
of	what	I	say	is	obvious:	Far	from	
being	incompatible	with	love,	[dis-
cipline]	demands	that	we	correct,	
castigate,	and,	when	necessary,	
punish	our	children.		Parents	who	
dare	to	practice	“Jesus	Now’s”	ver-
sion	of	“love,”	who	refuse	to	pass	
judgement,	refuse	to	discipline,	
and/or	who	refuse	to	discriminate	
between	their	own	children	and	the	

children	of	total	strangers,	are	not	
fit	to	be	parents.
	 As	every	person	who	has	ever	

been	married	can	readily	attest,	
spousal	love	.	.	.	consists	of	mutual	
obligations,	rights,	and	responsibili-
ties.	Spouses	hold	each	other	to	
account	for	their	actions.		There	are	
consequences	to	violating	one’s	
duties	to	one’s	spouse.	.	.	.
	 It’s	not	just	that	the	“love”	of	
“Jesus	Now”	is	unrealistic.	It	is	
positively	boring.		If	it	is	correct	
that	Jesus	did	nothing	but	preach	
“love,”	then,	the	remotely	curious	
person	must	ask,	why	in	the	world	
would	anyone	pay	attention	to	Him,	
to	say	nothing	of	go	out	of	their	way	
to	kill	Him?
	 Another	difference	
between	“Jesus	
Now”	and	real	Jesus	
is	that	the	gospel	of	
the	former	is	virtu-
ally	indistinguishable	
from	the	Political	
Correctness	that	is	
the	reigning	ortho-
doxy	of	contemporary	
Western	elites.	To	
hear	our	clerics	tell	it,	
one	could	be	forgiven	for	thinking	
that	Jesus	endorses	government	
mandated	preferential	treatment	
policies	for	racial	minorities,	
women,	and	homosexuals;	the	
erasure	of	all	national	boundaries;	
and	limitless	illegal	immigration.		
“Jesus	Now”	is	a	full-throated	paci-
fist.		He	opposes	the	death	penalty	
and	war.
	 In	the	days	leading	up	to	Easter,	
I	pray	that	more	Christians	see	
“Jesus	Now”	for	the	PC	fiction	that	
he	is	and	make	it	a	point	to	come	
to	know,	perhaps	for	the	very	first	
time,	the	[real]	Jesus	that	is	their	
Savior.	

------
 The above article from Townhall.
com comes as close to saying the 
truth about the contemporary “Je-
sus” as I’ve seen written.  “Jesus 
Now” of today is a cardboard cut-
out, or a stick figure, a smiling fem 
floating through the tulips in a white 
nightie, with long blondish hair and 
blue (!) eyes.  (Middle Eastern men 
are mostly dark-complected and 
have brown eyes.)  
 The author is right on the money: 
this “Jesus Now” is a boring fabri-
cation of the real Jesus: a manly 
man, a builder who likely had 
muscular arms from much physical 
labor, who sweat and got dirty.  He 
had to shout so that large crowds 
could hear him.  He became angry 
with liars and religious hypocrites, 

threw things around, called men 
snakes to their faces.
 This Jesus demanded attention, 
humility, and obedience, and He 
didn’t mince words about those 
who refused to hear.  
 This Jesus was so offensive that 
He was given the death penalty.  
This Jesus is worthy of our admira-
tion and commitment.  This Jesus 
wasn’t held down by death and 
showed us that we don’t have to 
be, either, if we offer Him our lives.  
Glory be!!  Happy Easter!
       

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
4/13/17 to 4/19/17.
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SALE,	by	LV	Roadrunners.		

ON THE LigHTER SidE
Contributed.  From the Web.

JEWiSH SONS
	 A	Jewish	businessman	in	
Chicago	sent	his	son	to	Israel	for	a	
year	to		absorb	the	culture.	When	
the	son	returned,	he	said,	“Papa,	I	
had	a	great		time	in	Israel.	By	the	
way,	I	converted	to	Christianity.”
	 “Oy	vey,”	said	the	father.	“What	
have	I	done?”
	 He	took	his	problem	to	his	best	
friend.	“Ike,”	he		said,	“I	sent	my	
son	to	Israel,	and	he	came	home	a	
Christian.	What	can	I	do?”	“Funny	
you	should	ask,”	said	Ike.	“I	too,	
sent	my	son	to	Israel,	and	he	also	
came	home	a	Christian.	Perhaps	
we	should	go	see	the	rabbi.	So	
they	did,	and	they	explained	their	
problem	to	the	rabbi.
	 “Funny	you	should	ask,”	said	
the	rabbi.	“I,	too,	sent	my	son	to	
Israel,	and	he	also	came	home	a	
Christian.	What	is	happening	to	our	
young	people?”
	 And	so	they	all	prayed,	telling	
the	Lord	about	their	sons.	As	they	
finished	their	prayer,	a	voice	came	
from	the	Heavens:
	 “Funny	you	should	ask,”	said	the	
booming	voice:	“I,	too,	sent	my	Son	
to	Israel!”

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop • crossroads center
e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@

lucernevalleymarket.com
website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
LiMiTS & MULTipLE pRiciNg

Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVicES AT
  cROSSROAdS cENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4pM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum cRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 plastic cRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru Apr. 19, 2017

Hours 

Sunday thru Thursday

6A to 9P

friday & Saturday

6A to 10P

Bamboo Woven
Easter Baskets	. . . 69¢

Brightly	colored.		Small	or	Medium	sizes.		
In	Holiday	Lane.

Limited to supply on hand!
36	count.		Fill	with	your	favorite	candy.		In	Holiday	Lane.Choose	from	a	variety	of	different	kits	includ-

ing	Classic,	Glitter,	24K,	Eggsplosion,	Mini	
Monsters	and	more.		Safe	and	easy	to	use.		
Limited	to	supply	on	hand.		In	Holiday	Lane.

Choose	from	Easter	themed	coloring	books	with	
Disney	charactors	like	Mickey	or	Minnie	Mouse,	
Strawberry	Shortcake	and	more.		Each	book	has	
water	colors	or	crayons	attached.
No	sugar	added!		In	Holiday	Lane.

Ready 
for
Easter?

OpEN
EASTER
April 16

6A to 9p

 Medium to Large Eggs		.	. .
$199

plastic Easter Eggspaas
Egg dye Kits 	. . . . . . .79¢

plush
Large
Easter Bunny 	. . .

$999

Easter 
themed!

Over	21	inches	tall	when	it	is	sitting!		
Filled	with	polyester	fiber/felt.		Tan	
with	white.		Surface	washable	only.		
Made	for	all	ages.		In	Holiday	lane.

cellophane
Easter grass 	. . . . . . 79¢

2	oz	package.		Fluff	it	up	in	your	Easter	
baskets!		In	Holiday	Lane.

8	pack	plastic.		Assorted	
colors	with	different	expres-
sions.		Fill	with	candy	for	
Easter!		In	Holiday	Lane.

New!
Refillable
Emojis	. . . . . . . . . . 79¢

 Small Eggs	 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29¢
Limited to supply on hand!
24	count.		Great	for	small	candy	or	money.		In	Holiday	Lane.

dalmation press
color &
paint Books	. . . . . . . . . . . 79¢

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
L.V. School Board Meeting	

Thursday,	April	13,	starts	at	5:30PM.		
At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

Mark your calendar!
L.V. Mega Swap Meet	Saturday,	

May	6,	8AM	to	3PM.		Sellers	at	
8	different	locations	in	Lucerne	
Valley.		We’ll	have	10	sellers	
here	at	the	store	(all	spaces	here	
are	filled).


