
FLOWER POWER
	 Do	you	remember	that	old	
phrase:	“flower	power”?		Be	careful,	
now,	because	if	you	admit	that	you	
remember	it,	you	would	be	admit-
ting	that	you	are	OLD,	like	me.		That	
phrase	dates	back	to	the	1960’s,	
during	the	Hippy	era,	when	hippies	
wore	flowers	in	their	hair	to	signify	
their	opposition	to	war	and	to	most	
things	their	parents	stood	for	and	
their	belief	in	peace,	love,	other	“ide-
als”.		They	threw	off	many	cultural	
conventions	and	engaged	in	free	
sex,	lots	of	drugs,	and	rebellion	just	
for	the	sake	of	it.		(You	can	bet	that	I	
was	NOT	a	hippy,	but	just	a	conven-
tional,	boring	vanilla-type	person.)

	 As	you	might	guess,	I’m	not	
talking	of	that	kind	of	flower	power.		
Rather,	the	title	refers	to	God’s	
flower	power,	which	is	on	profuse	
display	in	some	areas	of	the	desert,	
most	particularly	Goat	Mountain	
Pass	and	the	surrounding	area.		
Treat	yourself	to	a	drive	up	there	
and	once	over	the	summit,	take	the	
gas	line	road	(the	first	dirt	road	you	
come	to)	either	to	the	right	into	the	
hills,	or	to	the	left	over	to	Sawtooth	
campground.		The	wildflowers	
abound	in	either	direction.
	 Yes,	we	went	on	a	tootle	just	to	
see	the	show	before	they	fade	and	
die.		As	we	drove	over	the	pass,	the	
dominant	color	was	purple	(Phac-
elia,	one	of	my	favorites):	purple	
fields,	purple	lining	the	creases	
and	washes	up	the	hillsides,	purple	
everywhere.		Much	less	dominant	
were	the	yellows,	oranges,	
and	whites,	which	gives	me	
hope	for	an	extended	wild-
flower	season,	since	it’s	only	
March,	and	some	varieties	
have	just	started	growing.
	 Turning	left	into	Saw-
tooth,	we	stopped	at	one	
of	the	covered	picnic	areas	
for	lunch	and	played	on	the	
dinosaur	bones	and	with	the	
dinosaur	baby	just	begin-

ning	to	hatch	from	
its	egg.		Well,	
ok,	not	really,	but	
there	is	a	nice	
display	of	fake	
dinosaur	stuff	for	
kids	to	play	on.		
(Have	you	noticed,	every-
thing	is	“fake”	these	days,	
and	the	odd	thing	is	that	
so	much	really	IS	fake!)	
	 Sawtooth	itself	is	an	
amazing	collection	of	rock	
formations	in	beautiful	
browns	and	bronzes,	painted	on	by	
desert	varnish,	an	oxide	that	forms	
on	rocks	in	arid	areas	like	ours.	
(Yes,	I	looked	it	up	on	Wikipe-
dia.)		Add	to	that	the	decorations	

of	purple	
and	yellow,	
plus	the	
pure	green	
desert	floor,	
and	there	
is	color	like	
you	rarely	
see.		
	 	 After	lunch	
we	crossed	
the	highway	

to	the	other	side	to	follow	that	road.		
We	have	been	in	that	area	two	or	
three	times	before,	as	described	in	
this	space,	so	since	you’ve	obvi-
ously	read	every	single	sentence	
and	remember	it	all	vividly,	I	don’t	
need	to	go	into	it,	right?		OK,	I	
forgive	you	for	forgetting.		
The	road	leads	to	the	Ord	
Mountain	Route	Network	
–	it’s	official	name,	I	found	
out.		You	can	make	various	
types	of	loops	around	and	
into	the	Ord	Mountains,	
preferably	with	a	4-wheel	
drive	vehicle.		
	 The	wildflowers	were	
on	full	display	for	several	
miles	in	this	direction,	and	
I	saw	two	of	my	favorite	
plants	in	blossom.		The	
Mojave	Yucca,	that	looks	
like	a	dwarf	Joshua	Tree,	

blooms	much	more	
rarely,	so	to	find	some	
in	blossom	is	a	treat.		
Actually	these	were	in	

bud,	and	I’ll	have	to	go	back	very	
soon	to	get	to	see	the	creamy	blos-
soms,	many	edged	in	crimson	or	
dark	brown.		And	a	favorite	cactus,	
echinocactus	polycephorus	(don’t	I	
sound	educated?)	aka	cotton	top,	
had	“blos-
somed”,	
and	when	
you	see	
the	pic-
ture	of	it,	
you	can	
see	why	
it’s	called	that.
	 If	you	want	the	names	of	the	
other	flowers	we	saw,	you	will	
have	to	make	an	appointment	with	
Sir	William,	who	seems	to	know	
everything	about	everything,	or	
so	he	says.		Just	ask	him.		He	
was	most	excited	when	at	one	
of	the	early	stops,	at	a	well	and	
cattle	watering	trough,	a	group	of	

off-roaders	had	stopped	and	were	
interested	in	these	things	they	had	
never	seen	before.		Sir	William	
was	able	to	share	his	knowledge	
with	these	people,	pure	delight	to	
this	desert	explorer.
	 After	passing	through	the	green-
desert-and-colorful-wildflower	
zone,	Sir	William	took	us	home	the	
LOOOOOONG	way,	around	hills	
and	mountains,	down	and	up	a	
hundred	ravines,	bumping	on	mil-
lions	of	rocks	(good	for	chiropractic	
therapy),	across	a	smooth	dry	lake,	
bumping	on	more	millions	of	rocks,	

until	we	reached	
a	long,	smooth	
sandy	road	down	
the	slope	of	the	
north	side	of	
our	valley.		We	
finally	reached	

Camp	Rock	Road	
and	returned	home,	
grateful	for	the	peace	
and	quiet.	
	 I	could	spend	
more	space	de-
scribing	to	you	the	

flowers	in	their	beautiful	settings,	
but	it’s	probably	much	more	
enjoyable	to	leave	space	for	
more	pictures	and	let	the	flowers	
speak	for	themselves.		And	don’t	
despair,	keep	a	sharp	eye	out	for	
more	flowers	this	year.		If	God	
sees	fit	to	bless	us	with	a	little	
more	rain,	it	could	be	that	we	ain’t	
seen	nuthin’	yet.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

MORE ON
FLOWERS
From the Web.

 “Flowers always make people 
better, happier, and more help-
ful; they are sunshine, food and 
medicine to the mind.” 
        ― Luther Burbank

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop • Crossroads Center
e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@

lucernevalleymarket.com
website:	lucernevalleymarket.com

Proud to be a member of Lucerne 
Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum CRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic CRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru April 5, 2017

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.V. School Board Meeting	
Thursday,	April	13,	starts	at	5:30PM.		
At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

LVEDA Meeting
(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

TUES. APRIL 5, 5 PM.
at the Senior Center

•	What	does	the	community	want	
for	the	future	of	the	Leader	
Newspaper.	

•	Cal	Poly	Students	to	present	
status	of	their	work	on	our	pro-
posed	senior	housing	project.	

•	LVEDA’s	Adopt	a	Highway	Pro-
gram	(who	wants	to	participate	
in	highway	clean-ups).		

•	Plus	updates	on	the	solar	
moratorium	-	Hwy	247	Scenic	
Designation	-	hauled	water	
legislation	-	“Sunshot	Initiative”	
-	local	crime	stats	-	etc.

Your 

Newfangled

  General Store HARDWARE

SUPER
MARKETLucerne Valley

Market & Hardware

HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND 
NEED HARDWARE SUPPLIES?

We’re open on Holidays 760-248-7311

We’re only 12 minutes 
east of the intersection 

of Highway 18 and 
Bear Valley Road.

Look for copies of our 4-PAGE COLOR 
AD, with lots more specials, in the store or 

at http://lucernevalleymarket.com
We have a full selection of grocer-
ies, meat, produce, and hardware. 

Our Deli Cafe has Crossroads Crispy 
Chicken, Super Burgers and Thrifty 

Ice Cream.  Our Service Counter 
specializes in desert books, gifts, tin 

signs and more.
(760) 248-7311 

32946 State Highway 18  
Lucerne Valley, CA  92356

The only place you can get -- 
  Crossroads
   Crispy
   Chicken

Superburgers
(1/3	lb	Angus	patty)		

Bone-in Beef
New York 

Steaks

Up to 4 steaks at this price
with $10 minimum purchase.(1)

Super on the barbecue!
Additional at special $5.99lb.

$499
lb

Quarter Pound
Cheese Burger

Combo

$588

At The 
Deli Cafe

Fresh
Really Big

Artichokes

Up to 4 at this price
with $10 minimum purchase.(1)

Jumbo (18) size.
Additional at special $1.99 ea.

$149
ea

A	charbroiled	1/4	lb	real	beef	patty	
topped	with	cheese,	tomato,	lettuce	and	
pickled	on	a	bun.		With	this	burger	you’ll	
get	a	regular	order	of	golden	fries	and	
large	20	oz	beverage.		Regular	$6.88.

Ad Dates 3/30/17  to 4/5/17


