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	 A couple of weeks ago we listed 
25 reasons to love living here in Lu-
cerne Valley.  Reason #25 involved 
our colorful history, exemplified by 
our books Raising the Dust and 
Range One East.  Another example 
is the little school paper from Midway 
School that a thoughtful lady named 
Linda (no wonder she’s specially 
nice!) dropped by here, knowing 
we’d love it.  So we promised to 
print it for you here.  Its age and the 
quality of the mimeograph machine 
and stencils available to our little 
school make it impractical to simply 
copy it, for it would be unreadable.  
Therefore I must retype it, which I will 
thoroughly enjoy.  I have taken the 
liberty to insert some corrections and 
editorial comment in parentheses.
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EDITORIAL
	 This	is	the	third	
and	last	issue	of	“Our	
Desert	School	News”.	
We	are	using	the	newly	
repaired	mimeograph	
to	print	it	and	hope	to	
turn	out	a	neater	paper	
than	previously.		We	
are	still	apprendices	
[apprentices]	in	the	printing	trade	and	
thank	our	readers	for	their	under-
standing	and	patience.
	 As	the	end	of	the	school	draws	
near,	there	are	38	first	and	second	
graders,	25	third	and	fourth,	I3	
[13]	fifth,	and	II	[11]	sixth	graders	
anxiously	waiting	to	see	their	report	
cards	[really??]	and	everyone	hopes	
to	be	promoted.	[Obviously	political	
correctness	hadn’t	yet	taken	hold	so	
that	children	actually	may	have	been	
held	back!]
	 School	started	in	September	I947	
[1947	–	it	looks	like	the	one	(1)	on	
their	typewriter	was	missing]	with	73	
pupils	and	two	teachers.		In	Febru-
ary	I948	[1948]	this	number	had	
increased	to	80	and	a	third	teacher	
took	over	some	children	of	both	
rooms,	thus	making	up	a	third	and	
fourth	grade	group	which	used	the	
former	office	as	a	classroom.	Plans	
are	made	for	an	additional	school	
building	which	will	house	the	primary	
grades	next	year.
	 The	sixth	graders	have	loved	their	
school	here	in	Lucerne,	and	all	their	

friends,	and	the	fun	they	had	when	
coming	to	school	an	hour	early	or	
waiting	for	the	last	bus	an	hour	after	
school	had	closed.		This	gave	them	
hours	of	play,	and	every	Monday	
morning	everybody	was	happy	to	
meet	his	classmates	again	after	
two	lonesome	days	at	home.		They	
realize	that	there	will	be	an	end	to	
such	good	times,	however,	they	are	
eagerly	looking	forward	to	their	daily	
bus	trips	to	Victor	Junior	High,	to	
new	teachers,	higher	studies,	and	
last—not	least—to	swimming	in	the	
high	school	pool.
	 Taking	everything	into	consid-
eration,	the	Lucerne	valley	Union	
School	can	look	back	upon	a	very	
successful	year,	and	teachers	and	
pupils	are	entitled	to	a	long	happy	
summer	vacation.
HERE	TODAY	AND	GONE	
TOMORROW,
BUT	PLEASANT	MEMORIES	
REMAIN.

(Page 2)
OUR TRIP TO THE SAN 
BERNARDINO NEWSPAPER
Compiled	from	reports	by	members	
of	the	5th	and	6th	grades
	 On	Thursday,	May	6th	at	II	o’clock	
we	left	the	school	by	school-bus	for	
San	Bernardino.		[That	had	to	be	
some	trip,	all	the	way	to	San	Ber-
nardino	on	a	winding	mountain	road,	
with	no	freeways.]	Mr.	Ball	stopped	
at	Cajon	Pass	Camp,	where	we	ate	
our	lunch.		It	was	a	beautiful	place	
with	many	shade	trees,	tables	and	
benches,	water	and	camp	stoves.		
But	best	of	all,	there	was	a	river	flow-
ing	through	it.		As	it	was	a	warm	day,	
we	were	allowed	to	take	off	shoes	
and	stockings	so	we	could	wade	in	
the	water.		The	river	was	full	with	tiny	
trout	which	the	boys	caught	with	their	
hands.		But	there	were	also	tadpoles,	
frogs,	lizards	and	many	birds	calling	
and	building	their	nests.		We	almost	
were	sorry	to	leave	the	place	when	
Mr.	Ball	tooted	the	horn,	the	signal	
for	us	to	continue	our	trip	to	the	
news-office,	where	we	were	due	at	

I:30	in	the	afternoon.
	 Upon	arrival	at	the	“SUN”,	Mr.	
Jones,	our	guide,	took	us	to	the	
teletype	room,	where	he	explained	
to	us	the	two	machines	set	up;	one	
for	news	from	Associated	Press	and	
the	other	from	United	Press.		The	
machines’	keys	were	moving	all	the	
time	and	once	in	a	while	an	editor	
came	in	to	look	at	the	strip	if	there	
was	any	important	news,	which	
should	be	printed	on	the	front	page.		
The	front	page	goes	to	the	press	
last.		Sometimes	a	bell	rings	at	the	
machine.		It	means	that	the	news	
is	very	special.		The	editor	comes	
immediately	and	takes	it	for	the	
front	page,	or	he	may	even	have	an	
“EXTRA”	printed,	Which	takes	only	
twenty	minutes	from	the	office	to	
delivery.		Mr.	Jones	explained	to	us	
many	things	about	the	whole	process	
of	printing	the	paper	before	taking	us	
through	the	different	rooms	because	
the	teletype	room	was	the	quietest.

	 	 In	the	editor’s	office	
we	found	editors	
and	reporters	very	
busy.		Papers	were	
scattered	all	over	
the	room,	especially	
under	the	desks.		
We	noticed	how	one	
of	the	girl	reporters	
corrected	and	rewrote	
her	notes	and	then	
typing	them	into	a	

story	which	had	to	fit	a	certain	space.		
We	all	thought	that	this	room	looked	
exactly	as	we	had	imagined	it.
	 Next	we	went	to	the	composing-
room.		There	the	story	is	changed	
into	metal	in	the	lineotype	ma-
chine,	which	has	a	keyboard	like	
a	typewriter.		When	the	operator	
presses	a	key,	a	mold	is	automati-
cally	put	in	place	and	matal	runs	
into	this.	Then	a	row	of	metal	let-
ters	appears	on	a	tray.
	 The	metal	used	is	86%	lead,	I0%	
zink,	and	4%	tin.	The	tin	and	zink	are	
used	to	make	it	harder.
	 Then	a	man	fits	the	metal	type	
onto	a	large	tray,	the	size	of	the	
paper.	He	has	a	hard	time	because	
he	has	to	read	the	type	upside-down	
and	he	has	to	put	spacers	between	
the	lines	or	make	the	headlines	
bigger	to	make	it	fit	and	fill	a	page.	
When	this	is	done	the	type	is	locked	
on	and	taken	to	the	type-casting	
room,	where	a	mold	is	made	from	
it.	This	mold	is	called	a	matrix.	It	is	
made	of	wood-pulp	mixed	with	chem-
icals	to	harden	it	and	make	it	fire-

proof.	The	tray	with	the	letters	is	put	
under	this	paper	mat	and	pressed	
into	it.	Then	the	matrix	is	bent	and	
placed	in	a	machine	where	the	metal	
is	poured	in,	this	is	called	the	cast.	
The	cast	is	put	into	another	machine	
where	it	is	trimmed	and	polished	to	fit	
the	cylinder	of	the	press.	The	metal	
can	be	used	over	and	over	again	
until	it	shows	too	many	impurities.	
	 In	the	press	room	the	cast	is	fas-
tened	on	to	the	cylinder	and	printing	
can	begin.	The	press	runs	slowly	at	
first	while	the	editor	looks	over	the	
first	papers	to	make	sure	that	there	
are	no	mistakes.	As	soon	as	he	has	
given	his	O.K.	the	cylinders	begin	
to	turn	faster	and	faster	until	at	last	
I0,000	[10,000]	papers	were	printed	
in	an	hour.	A	fly	boy	collected	the	
papers	which	left	the	press	folded	in	
bundles	of	50	each	and	carried	them	
out	to	the	delivery	trucks	and	boys.		
It	takes	about	4½	hours	from	the	
editor’s	office	to	the	delivery.	The	pa-
per	which	is	used	is	called	newsprint	
and	is	made	of	woodpulp.		It	comes	
in	huge	rolls,	about	6	feet	high	and	
4	feet	in	diameter	and	weighs	about	
I400	[1400]	lbs.
	 When	we	left	the	building	Mr.	
Jones	gave	us	each	a	slug	with	our	
name	on	it	as	a	souvenir	and	we	
thanked	him	for	taking	us	through	
and	explaining	everything	in	such	an	
interesting	way.
	 Mrs.	Bergmann	and	three	boys	
went	to	get	our	mimeograph	which	
was	being	repaired	while	we	others	
climbed	into	the	bus	and	waited	
with	Mr.	Ball.
	 On	the	way	back	we	stopped	at	a	
café	at	Verdemont	and	had	refresh-
ments.	Later	on	when	Mr.	Ball	had	to	
stop	for	gasoline,	we	all	got	out	and	
had	a	race	up	a	steep	hill.	Some	of	
the	girls	needed	help	to	come	down	
again,	when	the	bus-horn	tooted.	
We	sang,	ate	candy,	chewed	gum,	
watched	for	wild	flowers,	and	had	
a	good	time	in	general.	We	arrived	
home	about	6	o’clock,	at	the	“End	of	
a	Perfect	Day”.		(to be continued . . .)

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
1/26/17 to 2/1/17.
Supplies limited

to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

Shop online for even more selection
LucerneValley.DoItBest.com

Free Ship-to-Store on many items

Hours 

Sunday thru Thursday

6A to 9P

Friday & Saturday

6A to 10P

Motor Oil

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

LVEDA Meeting
(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association)	

TUES. FEB. 7, 5 PM.
at the Senior Center

Presentation	re:	“Sunshot	Initiative”	
(solar	power	just	for	our	community).		
Push	County	and	State	for	‘Scenic	
Hwy	247’	designation.	Response	to	

NextEra’s	solar	project	in	north	valley.	
LVEDA’s	priorities	for	2017.	How	best	

to	globally	deal	with	County/State/
BLM	plans	and	proposed	solar

projects	in	our	community.
Updates	of	what’s	going	on.

Quart.		Premium	ATF	for	automatic	transmissions	in	
both	passenger	cars	and	light	trucks	requiring	a	fluid	
that	meets	the	GM	Dexron	III-G,	II-E,	or	Ford	Mercon	
specifications.		In	Aisle	2A.		#584932

DexMerc
Transmission
Fluid

2/$5

10.1	oz	tube.		Multi-purpose	caulk	for	interior	or	exterior	
applications.		In	Aisle	2A.		#790193

Acrylic
Latex Caulk

$100

1.87	inch	x	10	yard.		Weatherproof	utility	grade	cloth	
duct	tape	for	most	sealing,	bonding	and	repairing	needs.		
In	Aisle	2A.		#405221

Duct Tape 2/$3

12	oz.		Special	formula	inflates	flat	tires	immediately	
and	seals	most	punctures.		In	Aisle	2A.		#1984120

RacePro
Tire Inflator $300

4	pack	“AAA”,	“AA”	or	2	pack	“C”,	“D”,	or	single	9Volt.		
In	Aisle	3A.		#1912741,40,39,38,37

Domestix
Alkaline-
Batteries

$200

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum CRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic CRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru Jan. 25, 2017

.20	gram.		Stops	leaks	safely,	quickly,	and	easily.		In	
Aisle	2A.		#582364

AlumASeal
Stop Leak $100

Philips
Medium LED
Light Bulbs

Philips	LED	A19	light	bulb.		Ideal	alternative	to	incan-
descent	bulbs	anywhere	traditional	light	bulbs	are	used	
such	as	table	or	floor	lamps,	bedrooms,	kitchens,	and	
more.		In	Aisle	4A.

 40W Equivalent.		#501464,	467	. . . . .2/$5
 60W Equivalent.		#501454,	449	. . . . .$300

 70W Equivalent.		#501657,	673	. . . . .$500

 100W Equivalent.		#501780,	785	. . .$600

L.V. School Board Meeting	
Thursday,	Feb.	9,	starts	at	5:30PM.	

	 At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.


