
LUCERNE VALLEY!
HOW WE LOVE IT.

 In our last commentary, we 
listed 17 reasons to love our valley 
and to thank God that He gave us 
the gift of living here, away from 
the crowds, traffic, and overall 
decadence of living in the concrete 
jungle.  My aim was to list 25 rea-
sons, so I feel obligated to provide 
at least 8 more to fulfill my promise 
to you.  Don’t you feel lucky??  So 
here goes.
 18. The stunning landscapes of 
the snow-capped hills and moun-
tains that ring the valley after a 
rainstorm.  Over the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays, we were 
given a couple of storms that 
actually left snow on the ground 
here for a few hours, and provided 
breath-taking scenery as they light-
ened up and cleared out.  You may 
accuse me of overstating it, but if 
so, maybe you’ll find that you are 
so used to it that you’ve allowed it 
to become boring and mundane.  
See it again, for the first time!
 19. The games which the sun-
light and clouds play with each oth-
er in the times of cloudy weather.  
As the sun rises and sets, it finds 
any hole it can to send gorgeous 
gold, orange, pink rays below the 
clouds, and glorious bright rays 
and edging from behind the clouds.  
Some hills remain dark, and some 
glow in the sunshine.  
 20. The houses in the “Gem 
Tract”, those directly south of the 
store.  Quite a few of them have 
large decks and porches built on 
their north-facing wall, so that they 
have a better view of our Theater of 
the Lucerne (Valley). 
 21.  First Mountain Bank.  A very 
personal bank staffed with locals 
who know us.  We can walk in 
there and deal with real people who 
help with every type of question.  
The new owner/partner, Premier 
Business Bank, is making some 
changes that I hope won’t damage 
or destroy the warmth and person-
ality of the bank.  

 22. Am I allowed to include Lu-
cerne Valley Market and Hardware 
as one of my 25 reasons to love 
Lucerne Valley?  You might accuse 
me of being self-serving, and I sup-
pose that is true to some degree.  
However, please allow me to tout 
the benefits of having this store in 
our community.  
 As one particular friend of the 
store often says, for which we 
thank him, this store is too big for 
this community and is a mission, 
God’s calling to a small group of 
us to serve Lucerne Valley.   Why 
Lucerne Valley in particular?  God 
may answer that someday.  The 
result of His calling has been to 
place this large and friendly store 
here to fill the needs of our cus-
tomer/neighbors as completely as 
we can.  Our staffers fulfill the spirit 
of the mission also, in that they 
know without question that 
you customers are our first 
priority and we must do all in 
our power to satisfy you.  
 The store, this shopping 
center, the bank, laundry, 
and recycle have provided 
a center for this community, 
making it more viable as a 
community and a better place 
to live.  With the growth of the 
Victor Valley and the advent 
of big box and small box 
stores (soulless entities dedi-
cated to the almighty dollar 
and little else), it has become 
more of a challenge for us 
to fulfill our mission as our 
customers are drawn away in 
what Ernie Gommel, my dad, 
used to call the giant sucking 
sound.  All of us businesses here 
face that challenge, whether the 
gas stations, restaurants, hardware 
and parts stores – the pull of our 
customers into the “cheaper” stores 
makes it difficult for us to serve the 
way we should.
 23. Our neighbors in Johnson 
Valley.  Johnson Valley is also a 
beautiful desert valley, with a much 
smaller population than ours.  They 

participate in some of our local 
organizations, and in particular, 
they contribute one member of 
our school board as their students 
come to our school, and two mem-
bers of the local Municipal Advisory 
Council.  Make the 25 minute drive 
east on Hwy 247 to their communi-
ty center and walk through the Paul 
Van Hook Desert Dreams Garden, 
a marvelous collection of plants, 
trees, and a super little railroad.  
Membership in their Johnson Valley 
Improvement Association is only 
$15 per year.
 24. Our colorful and interesting 
history, recorded particularly in two 
wonderful books, “Raising the Dust” 
and “Range One East”.   Both were 
written by Virginia Hemphill Gobar, 
who lived here in the 30’s, out on 
the east side of the valley.  She 
came here due to her husband’s 

illness, built their house essentially 
by herself, and when he ultimately 
passed on, married Junie Gobar, 
another early pioneer of the valley.  
The stories included are terrific and 
give you more perspective on what 
made Lucerne Valley the great 
place that it is.
 25. This is a teaser of a couple 
of commentaries to come, since 
I talked too much and filled this 

space already.  Yesterday a lady 
whose name is also Linda (which 
automatically qualifies her as extra 
special) came into the store.  Her 
family used to visit out here in the 
late forties, and her mother got a 
copy of “Our Desert School News”, 
dated June 4, 1948, a paper pro-
duced by the local school, held at 
the Midway Schoolhouse.  The cov-
er is a hand drawing by one of the 
students, which tantalizingly says 
at the bottom, “by Donald F___.  
The last name is unreadable, but 
is short and probably is Fife.  Don 
Fife is a geologist who grew up 
here and attended Midway school, 
so it is probably he who drew the 
picture at age 9 or 10.  Amazing.  
We’ll fit the picture in here as best 
we can, hoping to have enough 
space to make it large enough to 
see.  If I’ll shut up, that is.  Then 

in the coming two weeks or so, 
we’ll share the contents, retyped 
for legibility.  I hope you enjoy 
this as much as I do.

      
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

Contributed.  From the Web.
 1. How do you make a bed 
in winter? With sheets of ice 
and blankets of snow.
 2. Why don’t mountains 
get cold in the winter? They 
wear snowcaps.
 3. Cold weather is here. 
Had to scrape ice off my 
windshield this morning. 
Used my supermarket loyalty 
card. Only got 10% off.
 4. Why do bees stay in 

their hives in winter? ‘Swarm.
 5. Was going to go ice skat-
ing without the skates but I got 
cold feet.
 6. There are hailstones the 
size of golf balls hitting the 
windows here. We’ve got a hole 
in one.
 7. Snow White. Can’t say 
fairer than that.
  8. I’m such a rebel, I eat 
spring rolls in winter.

Hardware & Variety Ad Effective
1/12/17 to 1/18/17.
Supplies limited

to stock on hand.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

Shop online for even more selection
LucerneValley.DoItBest.com

Free Ship-to-Store on many items

WOW!
A Hardware Store

OPEN

6AM to 10PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

4 heating elements for large room coverage. Features 
include metal heating exchanger, 100% child lock and 
12 hour timer, remote control and wheels for portability. 
Heats rooms up to 1000 sq ft.  In Aisle 5A.  #401961

4 heating elements for large room coverage. Features 

Best Comfort

Infrared 
Heater

$99

2 heat settings.  Sturdy, large commercial-grade design 
with fan. Comfort control thermostat.  Has top handle 
for portability. All-metal housing and tough construction. 
Tip-over protection. 100 sq ft (square foot) heating area.  
In Aisle 5A.  #428256

2 heat settings.  Sturdy, large commercial-grade design 

Best Comfort

Milkhouse
Heater

$1999

Vertical quartz heater features fan forced heat with 
dual quartz elements, manual thermostat, and safety 
tip over switch. All metal body. In Aisle 5A.  #401125

Vertical quartz heater features fan forced heat with 

Best Comfort

Quartz
Heater

$3995

Variable output of 10,000, 12,500, and 15,000 BTU/hr. 
High-Medium-Low regulator, and safety shutoff. For 
direct connection to 4-20 lb. bulk cylinder. High fire time: 
36 hours (20 lb. cylinder). Propane tank not included.  
In Aisle 5A.  #424560

Variable output of 10,000, 12,500, and 15,000 BTU/hr. 

Mr Heater
Single Tank Top 
Propane Heater 

$3999

Radiant heater provides safe heat for chilly 
garages, tents, patios, porches, and more. Auto-
matic low-oxygen shutoff system. Uses 1 lb propane 
cylinder. Quiet, odor-free, lightweight, portable. 
4000 and 9000 BTU settings. Heats up to 250 sq. ft. 
Fuel cylinders not included.  In Aisle 5A.  #489387

$7999

Oil-filled radiator heater.  3 heat settings. Safety 
features include: Solid heavy gauge steel, 
durable rust-free enamel finish, power indicator 
light, accidental overheat shut-off, front and rear 
carrying handles.  In Aisle 5A.  #435470

Oil-filled radiator heater.  3 heat settings. Safety 

Best Comfort

Oil-Filled
Radiator Heater

$3999

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• Crossroads Center

e-mail address: Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website: lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
fl avors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifi cally stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  fi ve = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVICES AT
  CROSSROADS CENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

ECHO RECYCLING
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum CRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic CRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru Jan. 18, 2017

99

Best
Oil-Filled

Best

Infrared 
Heater

Radiant heater provides safe heat for chilly 

$7979
Mr Heater
Portable Buddy
Propane
Heater

KEEP WARM
THIS

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
L.V. School Board Meeting 

Thursday, Jan. 12, starts at 5:30PM.  
At the Alternative Education Center, 
8560 Aliento Rd up Highway 18.

My wife dresses to kill.  She cooks 
the same way.  --Henny Youngman


