
JUST A FEW OF
MY FAVORITE THINGS

	 Are	you	ready	for	2017?		If	you’re	
like	me	(God	help	you	if	you	are!),	
you	already	have	to	write	2017	
as	you	schedule	things	into	the	
future	weeks,	and	at	the	moment	
you	think	you’re	doing	great	at	
remembering	to	use	“2017”,	you	
start	using	2017	for	everything,	
even	tomorrow.		Then	once	you	
correct	that	and	use	2016	properly,	
you	lose	the	2017	and	all	of	a	sud-
den	that	January	event	is	in	2016!		
Such	a	struggle	for	us	incompe-
tents	(or	is	it	“Deplorables”?)!
	 I	wondered	what	to	put	here	in	
this	space	this	week,	and	after	the	
Christmas	weekend,	during	which	
I	spent	significant	time	helping	
customers	find	things,	I	knew	what	
it	should	be:		Why	we	love	living	
in	Lucerne	Valley.		Let’s	see	how	
many	I	can	come	up	with.		My	
original	idea	was	to	come	up	with	
25	reasons	to	love	living	here,	and	
I	know	there	are	many	more	than	
that,	but	I	don’t	know	if	my	brain	
can	hold	that	many.		Maybe	if	I	
write	down	5	or	6,	and	then	wait	
awhile,	my	brain	will	refill	with	5	or	
6	more.
	 So	let’s	see	how	many	I	can	
come	up	with	in	this	limited	space:
	 1.		Sunrises	and	sunsets.		Can	
I	count	this	as	two	separate	rea-
sons?		Our	setting	in	this	bowl	is	
perfect	for	viewing	the	theater	of	
the	heavens.	Many	of	us	who	live	
here	never	tire	of	the	drama.

	 2.	Dirt.		Who	wants	to	live	sur-
rounded	by	concrete	and	asphalt?
	 3.	Neighbors.		Some	we	love.		
Some	we	don’t	like	so	much.		But	
we	know	who	they	are.
	 4.	Volunteers.	For	all	of	the	41	
years	we	have	been	here,	Lucerne	
Valley	has	been	known	for	its	
unusual	number	of	volunteers	do-
ing	good	and	caring	things	for	the	
people	of	the	community.		Whether	
LVEDA	(Lucerne	Valley	Economic	
Development	Association),	the	

Roadrunners,	the	Garden	Club,	the	
Museum	Association,	the	Seniors,	
and	many,	many	more,	our	life	
in	this	community	is	vastly	better	
than	it	would	be	without	all	of	the	
hard	work	contributed	by	a	few.		
Additional	volunteers	are	needed	
to	help	bear	the	burden,	if	anyone	
feels	the	tug	to	pitch	in	and	help.
	 5.	The	mines	and	plants	on	the	
mountainside.		Yes,	I	know	some	
resent	them	tearing	things	up,	as	
they	see	it.		But	these	businesses	
do	what	is	necessary	for	us	Ameri-
cans	to	sustain	the	life	style	to	
which	we’ve	become	accustomed.			
The	principle	products	are	lime-
stone,	cement,	and	gravel.		All	are	
absolutely	basic	building	blocks	of	
many,	many	things,	from	tooth-
paste	and	medicines,	to	roads	and	
buildings.		And	Mitsubishi,	Omya,	
and	Specialty	Minerals	
contribute	money	and	time	
to	many	Lucerne	Valley	
causes.		Our	high	school	
was	built	on	property	
donated	by	one	of	these	
plants.		
	 6.	Hungry,	pushy	
roadrunners	demanding	
their	treat	at	your	door	or	
window.		Clacking	beaks,	
pecking	at	the	window,	unbeliev-
ably	charming.		Hummingbirds,	
Blackbirds,	lots	of	different	ones.
	 7.	Crystal	clear	air.		How	often	
do	we	see	the	smoke	from	wildfires	
somewhere	else	blow	around	our	
valley	and	not	through	it.		Dewey	
Weatherford,	a	retired	County	guy	

in	the	1970’s,	used	to	
tell	us	that	the	air	in	
Lucerne	Valley	was	
extra	special	due	to	
those	wind	patterns	that	
keep	it	purer	than	many	
areas.
	 	 8.	Quiet.		Yes,	
sometimes	the	roar	of	
the	bulk	haulers	on	the	
highways	can	be	annoy-

ing,	but	on	a	Sunday	morning,	and	
lots	of	times,	you	can	sit	outside	
and	enjoy	the	quiet.		And	in	many	
areas,	you	don’t	hear	the	trucks	
anyway.
	 9.	The	smell	of	the	desert	after	a	
rain.		There	is	no	perfume	or	man-
made	scent	so	wonderful	as	that.
	 10.	Joshua	Trees	(and	NOT	
Saguaro	cactus).		Saguaro	cactus	
are	sometimes	used	as	the	univer-
sal	symbol	of	the	desert,	but	our	
symbol	is	the	Joshua	Tree	in	all	of	

its	strange	shapes.		Do	you	ever	
wonder	what	was	in	God’s	mind	
when	He	created	certain	things?		
He	must	laugh	at	our	efforts	to	so	
seriously	study	and	analyze	things	
that	are	simple	to	Him.
	 11.	Our	freedom	to	have	2	or	5	or	
35	acres	and	not	live	squished	into	
a	densely	populated	development	
of	2-story	houses	with	postage	
stamp	yards.
	 12.	Critters.		Our	larger	yards	
allow	us	to	have	chickens	or	horses	
or	multiple	pets,	gardens	and	trees,	
places	for	kids	to	play	if	you	can	
rip	them	away	from	cell	phones	
and	electronic	games.		“Pets”	is	
code	for	our	beloved	doggies,	and	
we	often	tell	suppliers	that	it’s	an	
unwritten	law	in	Lucerne	Valley	that	
all	households	must	have	at	least	
two		preferably	BIG	dogs.

	 13.	The	schools	and	espe-
cially	the	school	board.		Our	school	
district	is	overseen	by	five	people	
we	know	by	name,	with	whom	we	
speak,	and	who	meet	monthly	
in	a	forum	where	we	citizens	are	
welcome.
	 14.	The	Leader.		Our	little	paper	
is	remarkable	for	this	size	town,	
and	Peter	Day	tries	to	keep	it	local.		
	 15.	Neighboring	places.		Wherev-
er	we	go,	to	the	stores	or	the	bank	
or	the	Post	Office	or	the	restaurants	
or	gas	stations,	we	almost	always	
see	people	we	know	and	have	the	
opportunity	to	talk	with	them.		I	love	
seeing	that	happen	here	in	our	
store.		It’s	so	refreshing.		
	 16.	The	short	distance	to	neat	
places	to	visit,	like	Big	Bear	Lake	
and	the	ski	resorts;	Calico	Ghost	
Town	and	the	many,	many	sights	to	
see	in	the	mountains	around	there;	
our	own	mountains	and	surround-
ing	area	with	the	beauty	and	rich	
history	available	if	we	take	the	time	
to	see	it.
	 17.	Auto	repair,	plumbing,	handy-
man	services	available	from	locals	
who	are	great	people	and	care	
about	their	customers.
	 I’m	only	at	#17	and	I’m	probably	

too	long	for	the	space	Kathryn	al-
lows	me.		I	imagine	she’s	going	to	
yell	at	me	when	she	gets	this.		But	
to	gain	perspective	at	how	blessed	
by	God	we	are	to	be	here,	just	
spend	some	time	in	this	store	when	
there	are	many	from	“down	below”	
and	listen	to	their	comments.		It’s	
heartening	to	hear	their	apprecia-
tion	and	to	experience	the	contrast	
between	their	situations	and	ours.			
We	are	so	“lucky”!
	 	 	
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

Contributed.  From the Web.

HOW THEY FOREcAST A 
cOLD WINTER
	 One	day	in	early	September	the	
chief	of	a	Native	American	tribe	
was	asked	by	his	tribal	elders	if	
the	winter	of	2011/12	was	going	to	
be	cold	or	mild.		The	chief	asked	
his	medicine	man,	but	he	too	had	
lost	touch	with	the	reading	signs	
from	the	natural	world	around	the	
Great	Lakes.
	 In	truth,	neither	of	them	had	idea	
about	how	to	predict	the	coming	
winter.		However,	the	chief	decided	
to	take	a	modern	approach,	and	
the	chief	rang	the	National	Weather	
Service	in	Gaylord	Michigan.
	 “Yes,	it	is	going	to	be	a	cold	win-
ter,”	the	meteorological	officer	told	
the	chief.		Consequently,	he	went	
back	to	his	tribe	and	told	the	men	
to	collect	plenty	of	firewood.
	 A	fortnight	later	the	chief	called	
the	Weather	Service	and	asked	for	
an	update.	“Are	you	still	forecasting	
a	cold	winter?”	he	asked.
	 “Yes,	very	cold”,	the	weather	
officer	told	him.
	 As	a	result	of	this	brief	conversa-
tion	the	chief	went	back	to	the	tribe	
and	told	his	people	to	collect	every	
bit	of	wood	they	could	find.
	 A	month	later	the	chief	called	
the	National	Weather	Service	
once	more	and	asked	about	the	
coming	winter.	“Yes,”	he	was	told,	
“it	is	going	to	be	one	of	the	coldest	
winters	ever.”
	 “How	can	
you	be	
so	
sure?”	
the	
chief	
asked.
	 The	weatherman	replied:	“Be-
cause	the	Native	Americans	of	the	
Great	Lakes	are	collecting	wood	
like	crazy.”

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE;  

SEE http://thenewlight.net 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
L.V. School Board Meeting	

Wednesday,	Jan.	12,	starts	at	5:30PM.		
At	the	Alternative	Education	Center,	
8560	Aliento	Rd	up	Highway	18.

• Lucerne Valley Market
• “Do it Best” Hardware 

•  Wash n Shop 
• crossroads center

e-mail	address:	Market.Hardware@
lucernevalleymarket.com

website:	lucernevalleymarket.com
Proud to be a member of Lucerne 

Valley Chamber of Commerce

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRIcING
Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
flavors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAM-
ILY, DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE 
PRICE, except in produce and meat, which are 
limited to normal retail quantities, or which carry 
limits specifically stated.  Sorry, we must reserve 
the right to further limit or refuse sales.
ON MULTIPLE PRICING, when purchasing items 
in quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34¢,  two = 68¢,  
three = $1,  four = $1.34,  five = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

          SERVIcES AT
  cROSSROADS cENTER
LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET  
  & HARDWARE                           

248-7311

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY   248-7311

FIRST MOUNTAIN BANK   248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.   248-1070

 ECHO RECYCLING   760-617-5407
  On the north side of the store.

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER  In the store
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   
• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• PAYMENT STATION SCE, Frontier & Verizon

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY   242-4900
  Rancho Drugs – Tues. 11AM,  Wed. & Fri. 3PM

Echo REcycling
760-617-5404

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.
Open Mon. - Sat. 9AM - 4PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.
Closed Sunday

New! Special Prices
Aluminum cRV ..... $1.80lb

#1 Plastic cRV .......$1.19lb
 Offer and pricing good thru Jan. 11, 2017

DOUBLE COUPON
Lucerne Valley Market

    Present this coupon along with any one manufacturer’s “cents off” coupon 
& get double the savings when you purchase the item.  Maximum value of 
this coupon is $1.00.  Not valid for our in-ad LVM coupons, “free grocery 
purchase” coupons, or coupons that exceed the value of the item.  Excludes 
liquor, tobacco & fluid milk products.  Limit 1 item per coupon.  
Limit 2 coupons per customer. Valid 1/5-1/11/17

DOUBLE COUPON

Lucerne Valley Market
    Present this coupon along with any one manufacturer’s “cents off” coupon 
& get double the savings when you purchase the item.  Maximum value of 
this coupon is $1.00.  Not valid for our in-ad LVM coupons, “free grocery 
purchase” coupons, or coupons that exceed the value of the item.  Excludes 
liquor, tobacco & fluid milk products.  Limit 1 item per coupon.  
Limit 2 coupons per customer. Valid 1/5-1/11/17

(1)Minimum Purchases  Designated	
items	(3	Day	Sale,	etc.)	require	$10	
minimum	purchase	per	trip.		Minimum	
purchase	does	not	include	the	price	of	
item(s)	or	Lotto,	Lottery,	stamps,	gift	
cards,	&	money	orders.

Your Modern

    General  

 Store HARDWARE

SUPER
MARKET

Lucerne Valley
Market & Hardware

J. Horner
Chocolate 
Cream Pie

8 inch.  26 oz.

HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND 
NEED HARDWARE SUPPLIES?

We’re open on Holidays 760-248-7311

We’re only 12 minutes 
east of the intersection 

of Highway 18 and 
Bear Valley Road.

Look for copies of our 4-PAGE COLOR 
AD, with lots more specials, in the store or 

at http://lucernevalleymarket.com
We have a full selection of grocer-
ies, meat, produce, and hardware. 

Our Deli cafe has crossroads crispy 
chicken, Super Burgers and Thrifty 

Ice cream.  Our Service counter 
specializes in desert books, gifts, tin 

signs and more.
(760) 248-7311 

32946 State Highway 18  
Lucerne Valley, cA  92356

The only place you can get -- 
  Crossroads
   Crispy
   Chicken

Superburgers
(1/3	lb	Angus	patty)		

$699
ea

We	grill	thin-sliced	premium	pastrami	and	put	it	on	
a	toasted	French	roll	with	mustard	and	pickles.

Hot Pastrami
Sandwich

At the Deli Cafe

Sooo -- GOOD!

499
Regular	5.99

Make it a Combo!

	 With	any	burger	or	sandwich	get:

	 any	Deli	Beverage	and	any	Side	&

SAVE $1.49
from	the	total

Fresh	in	our	freezer	ready	to	

Thaw ‘n Serve

Cafe Valley
Bites

10 oz package.
cinnamon cream cheese coffee cake.

$399
ea

Fresh	in	our	freezer	ready	to	

Thaw ‘n Serve

The ski competition started well, 
but it was all downhill from there.

come in the store to get your 
ad with these coupons.

come in the store to get your 
ad with these coupons.


